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From 


To 


J. S. MACKINTOSH, Esq., 

Secretary to the Board of Revenue , N.- W. Provinces , 

The SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, 

North- Western Provinces and Oudh. 


Dated Allahabad, the 13th September, 1883. 

Sir, 

I AM desired to submit for the orders of Government the final settlement 
report of the Karwi sub-division of the Banda district, together with the covering 
letter, dated 23rd July, 1883, from the present Officiating Commissioner of the Divi¬ 
sion. It is only fair to Mr. Lawrence to note that he himself had no connection with 
the settlement proceedings, these having been concluded before he joined the Division, 
and that ho has since then had no opportunity of making himself acquainted with the 
characteristics of the Karwi tract. 


2. The Senior Member also desires me to premise that this settlement was con¬ 
ducted throughout all its earlier stages under the supervision of the late Senior Mem¬ 
ber, Mr. H. S. Reid. The rent-rate reports of the first two tahsils or parganas (for 
they are here conterminous) which constitute the tract were submitted to and reviewed 
by Mr. Reid, and only the last of the three, that of Tirolian, reached the Board after 
Mr. Carmichael had taken charge of the Settlement Department. In the orders on 
that report the Senior Member wrote as follows :—“This is the last pargana to bo dealt 
with by the Settlement Officer, and even if the present Senior Member entertained any 
doubts as to the principles and methods of procedure adopted, he would hesitate much 
before introducing any change into the last of a series of operations in which con¬ 
tinuity is above all things desirable. But Mr. Carmichael desires me to say that, after 
careful examination, ho has no such doubts, and is fully satisfied with the thorough and 
judicious manner in which Mr. Patterson has done his work,” 

3 , The Karwi tract lies in the eastern corner of the BAuda district and forms an 

irregular triangle. At the base lie the two parganas of Tiro- 
1 " h ' ' ' ban and Chibu, the southern part of which consists of broken 

and hilly country 5 the pargana of Darseuda to the north completes the triangle. To 
the north-east the sub-division is bordered by the Jumna, which separates Banda 
from the Allahabad and Fatehpur districts; to the south lie native states, Panna 
and Riwa and others, while to the west is the remainder of the Banda district with a 
number of petty native states interspersed. The average length of the tract is 52 
miles, the average breadth 48, and it contains an area of 1,241 square miles. 

The northern part, comprising all pargana Darsenda and the northern halves 
of Chibu and Tirolian, is simply a portion of the ordinary 
Bundelkliand plain, the character of which has been described 
in countless reports and need not bo dwelt on bore. To the south of the two last par¬ 
ganas, how'ever, runs the first range of Vindhiyan hills, and this country has distin¬ 
guishing features of its own. The soil, where it deserves the name of such, is nothing 
better than broken sandstone. Here and there of course there are patches of better 
land, formed by the decay of vegetable matter, droppings of cattle and alluvial deposits, 
but. for the most part the tract is wretchedly poor. There are still considerable stretches 
of forest and jungle, although in Chibu, the pargaua adjoining the Allahabad district, 
there has been a great cutting down of timber ot late years, as has unfortunately been 
so commonly the case. Sumbhars, bears, leopards, wolves, and tigers abound and 
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Physical characteristics. 
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do much damage. But the tract is not without its advantages, The comparative 
thinness of population tends to reduce the competition for land, elsewhere so keen, 
and the abundance of good pasturage renders cattle abundant. Manure is of course 
also plentiful. It will thus be seen that the sub-division consists of two totally dis¬ 
similar parts—the plains circle, which is simply a portion of the Banda district, aud the 
bill circle, which in all essentials resembles the upland portion of Mirzapur. 


Communications. 


5. On the whole, communications are bad. There is a great want of metalled 
roads—indeed there is only one, some 17 miles long, in the 
entire sub-division, that running between Manikpur and 
Karwi. There are many unbridgod streams and the kneha roads are commonly im¬ 
passable in the rains; but they mostly are in very fair condition during the cold arid 
hot seasons, whoa they are most required for traffic. The Jumna too affords a con¬ 
venient highway for the export or import of heavy produco along the northern boun¬ 
dary ; and the Jubbnlpur branch of the East Indian Railway which runs through 
the hilly tract has conferred inestimable benefits upon this wild and inaccessible region. 
The Darsenda pargana is really now’ worst off in respect of communications, but even 
Darsenda is not without facilities for export and import. 

(5. Speaking broadly, it may be said that there is no irrigation in the tract, 
which is dependent on the rainfall. The rivers run far beneath 
i r e ’ the level of the surrounding country and are therefore useless 

for purposes of irrigation ; while the total number of wells is returned as being only 
434. A 3 a rule, the nature of the soil prevents kucha wells beiog dug, and the sup¬ 
ply of water is so scanty that it is very doubtful whether aDy great extension of ma¬ 
sonry wells can be hoped for. Something might perhaps bo done by utilising the water 
of the perenuial streams which rise in the higher hills, on the model of the Bhabar and 
Tarai canal system ; but even this is doubtful. 


Rainfall. 


The Settlement Officer gives the average rainfall for 20 years as 3.9 *7 inches. 

But tho most cursory examination of the figures will show that 
this is not a case in which the average has any real significance 
or existeuce. The amount of the rainfall varies enormously from year to year, anil 
tho uncertainty of the seasons is stated to be the chief cause of the comparative poverty 
of the tract. In one season wo find tho fall registered as 69 inches, in another as 
16. But, as Mr. Patterson well points out, the mere amount of the rainfall, which 
is all that our figures aim at showing, is really a matter of secondary importance. 
A small amouut of light and frequent drizzle which gently and safely permeates the 
soil and freshens the crops is far more useful than many times the amount coming 
down in heavy and rapid showers, in which the water runs away without doing any 
good. In many recent discussions it seems to be taken for granted that the agricul¬ 
tural prosperity of a tract or season is in exact proportion to the amount of rain 
which falls. This is a complete delusion. As a rule, tho distribution of rain is much 
more important than its amount. 


Population. 


7. The population is almost entirely Hindu. In 1865 it was shown as 262,983, 
in 1872 as 243,535, while in the last census it was returned 
as 241,601. It is not possible to foel any certainty as to the 
precise accuracy of these figures; but there is no reason to doubt the general conclu¬ 
sion to which they point, namely, that of late years the population has been either 
stationary or has slightly decreased. Tho density of population is now 195 to 1 lie 
square mile and 502 to the cultivated square mile, the great difference being due to 
the large extent of jungle and waste land. Comparing the population with area, 
Bdnda and Hamirpur are, with the exception of Mirzapur, the most thinly populated 
of any of the regulation districts of these provinces. But, as pointed out in the re¬ 
port, when compared with European figures, even 221 people per square mile, tho 
figure for tho Banda district, seems enormous, especially when the nature of the laud 



( 3 ) 

is considered. It is denser than any country in Europe except Belgium, England, and 
Italy. 

8 . Brahmans own moro than 53 per cent, of the tract. Thakurs come next with a 

total of 11‘9 per cent.., but it is only in pargana Darsonda where 
Proprietary classes. * ' 

they own 23 per cent,, that they are of any importance. 

Kayaths, Musalmans, Kurmis and Bairagis with a fow others make up tbo proprie¬ 
tary community. 

9. The statistics of the cultivating classes correspond to the above, except that a 

few of the smaller sections, such as the Kavaths, the Bairaffis, 
Cultivating classes. " ~ 

and the Mitsui mans, are shown to own land, but not to culti¬ 
vate it themselves to any extent. Brahmans cultivate 44 per cent, of the .area, Thakurs 
17 per cent., and the Kurmis 13 per cent. The Ahirs come next with 5 per cent.; the 
percentage of all others is insignificant. 

31 per cont. of the cultivation is sir, 37 per cent, is held by occupancy tenants 
and 32 per cent, by tenants-at-will. The average revenue paid by each proprietor 
is Rs. 34, and the cultivated area owned by each is 28 acres. The average amount 
of land cultivated by each proprietor is 11 acres, by each occupancy tenant 5’7, 
and by each tenant-at-will 4‘8, which is rather above the provincial averago. It 
must, however, he borne in mind that the Bandelkhand cultivators, whether pro¬ 
prietors or tenants, have almost always a considerable proportion of fallow in 
their holdings, which is a great advantage to them. Tiio conditions of agriculture 
and of existence differ so much in Europo aud Asia that a mere comparison of two sets 
of figures does not of itself convey any real information, but it is curious to note how 
these returns stand with reference to European statistics. In Groat Britain there is 
only one cultivator for every 22 acres of cultivated land. The Channel Islands have 
long been held forth as best examples of the system uuder which small farms ttro cul¬ 
tivated by the proprietors; but oven in Jersey there are 11 cultivated acres to every cul¬ 
tivator, while in Guernsey there are seven, on an average nearly double what there is 
to every cultivator in Karwi. But the mere amount of land is not of much 
consequence ; consider also the difference of the quantify and yield of the land, 
and tho result inay tit least bo useful as showing the impossibility of applying 
arguments drawn from European data to practical politics in India. Mr. Mill states 
tbtit the average yield of wheat per acre in Jersey is proved by official tables to have 
been 40 bushels in the five years ending with 1833. Taking the biidirl as equal 
to (JOlh., this is equal to about 30 maunds ; whereas the highest average claimed for 
any of our districts is between 17 and 18 maunds, and it is doubtful if even this is not 
somewhat high for an average. For Fatehpur the Settlement Officer gives 10 
maunds per aero ; but tho average for the whole of India Inis been put by some 
authorities not higher than 9 maunds. Even the English yield, which is notoriously 
far below the capacities of the soil, is vastly in excess of that in India. There is 
scarcely any wheat grown in this particular tract, but it is taken as tiio most con¬ 
venient test of the productiveness of the soil for purposes of comparison. 

The comparatively small amount of land bold in the tract by occupancy tenants is 
attributed in tho report not to any opposition of the proprietors to tho growth of these 
rights, but to the fact that in a country of such uncertain seasons as this the tenants 
themselves care little or nothing about such rights. They constantly throw up their land 
on account, of bad seasons or kaus, and so the term is broken which is now necessary 
for the accrual of the rights, 

10, Mr. Patterson has not thought it necessary to dwell upon the early history 
of the tract, as this is given in the Banda report and also in the Gazetteer published 
under the authority of Government. But iu his chapter V. will bo found a clear 
ami couoiso summary of tho fiscal history of the pargauas. It is not necessary to 
add to the Settlement Officer’s remarks ou this subject, and it is impossible to dissent 
from them. 
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The history is one which cannot be read without regret and indeed without humi¬ 
liation. Many of the officers concerned were undoubtedly ani- 
Fiseal history. mated by the best intentions, and as they were merely subordi¬ 

nates, it is impossible to devolve upon thorn the entire responsibility for what was dono; 
but tho whole chronicle is one of maladministration, the result of which was alike 
injurious to the Government and the people. Not only was all improvement stopped, 
but the land was actually deprived of selling value. Such land as was sold during the 
currency of Mr. Waring’s settlement was sold for about one-fourth of the annual jama, 
but in many cases no bidders at all were forthcoming. Now and then petty reductions 
were made, but they were of no avail. Things went on from bad to worse, and there 
must soon have been a complete collapse of the administration when, fortunately for 
the district, Mr. F, 0. Mayne took charge as Collector in 1855. 


11 . Mr. Mayne at once saw the necessity for relief and took the work in hand 

with characteristic energy. The then Lieutenant-Governor 
Mr. Mayne’s revision. . . . . 

sanctioned liberal reductions, and the collection ot the necessary 

statistics was being proceeded with when the mutiny broke out and added to the gene¬ 
ral misery. "VVheu order was restored it was absolutely necessary to take steps at 
once for a readjustment of the demand. It was impossible to wait for remeasurement 
or the collection of statistics, and Mr. Mayne was directed to undertake a summary 
reduction based on his own local knowledge, and on such data as could be col¬ 
lected immediately. This task he performed with great tact and discretion, and, 
considering the difficulties he had to encounter, with success. In Darsenda he reduced 
the revenue by 2*2 per cent, in Chibu by Iff per oont., and in Tirohan by 12 per cent. 
Fortunately a scries of good years followed, and the settlement as revised by Mr. 
Mayne has stood down to the present revision. There was much distress in 1868-69 
and the succeeding years in consequence of tho drought and scarcity and a considerable 
quantity of laud changed hands ; but in 1874, on the conclusion of the term of settle¬ 
ment, tho district was able to bear the imposition of the additional 10 per cent, cess, 
which shows that on the whole it bad grown in prosperity. Tho cess, however, was 
not put on indiscriminately, a number of villages being, as in the hill country of 
Mirzapur, exempted. 


12. The foregoing remarks will have prepared Government for the announce¬ 
ment that this is not a case in which any considerable increase 
of revenue could have been expected, and as a matter of fact 
none was over looked for. In the orders on the Tirohan rent- 
wrote as follows .—“ The Settlement Officer’s work is properly 
in a redistribution and equalization of the revenue rather than 
in enhancement. It is not on that account the less important. The immediate 
increase ot revenue is no test whatsoever either of the success or comparative impor¬ 
tance of settlement operations.” 


Enhancement not ex¬ 
pected. 

ate report the Board 
described as resultiu; 


It was plain enough from the general state of the tract that there would be no 
enhancement, Biuce last settlement, as has already been seen, the population has either 
remained stationary or has decreased. Cultivation has fallen by 6 per oent.; hut this 
is no doubt due to the excessive standard taken at last settlement, as the cultivation 
varies enormously from year to yoar according to the character of the seasons. Prices 
have no doubt risen, though it seems doubtful if they have risen to the full extent 
estimated by the Settlement Officer, who considers that wheat and gram have risen 
about 60 per cent., and juar and bajra about 70 per cent., in price, botli which figures 
appear very high. But it is difficult in a wild and backward tract like Karwi to 
estimate correctly the effect of variations in prices. Ah a rule, the cultivator grows 
his own food, and tho greater part of the produce of his holding is kept for the sus¬ 
tenance of himself and his family. 'What the nominal price of this, the greater, amount 
really is matters very little. There is not much room for economy in the case of 
people who habitually only eat enough to keep them in a fit state to get through their 
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daily labours, and who sometimes, it is to bo feared, may not have even enough for this, 
lu uiany parts of tho country indeed, as has been noticed in recent re|>orts, the people aro 
getting into tire way of growing tiro expensive kinds of grain for sale, they themselves 
receiving in exchange a larger quantity of tho coarser grain for their own food or its 
equivalent in money ; but this does not seem to be done to any extent in Karwi. 


The advantage however of the rise in prices, whatever it may have been, has no 
doubt boon hero as elsewhere to a groat extent intercepted by the trading classes. 
It has also been counterbalanced so far as the assessment is concerned l»y the reduc¬ 
tion of the Government aharo from two-thirds to one-half of the produce. We see, 
therefore, that there are no prmd facie grounds for anticipating any increase of 
revenue. The rental required to keep the present revenue unaltered would be six 
and three-quarters lacs for the plaius circle and in round numbers half a lac for the hill 
circle, or in exact figures a total of Rs. 7,15,084. As a matter of fact, the actual 
rental, with tiro necessary corrections for sir and understatements, was found by 
Mr. Patterson to bo Rs. 6,03,868. The sketch of tho working of the past settlement 
already given will have shown that it is useless to enter into any comparison with 
the data on which it was based. 


13, The survey was effected by the cadastral party under Colonel F. C. Ander¬ 
son, to whose cordial co-operation Mr. Patterson has borne testimony. As Colonel 
Anderson’s long connection with the survey of these provinces is now about to como 
to an end, I am desired by tho Board to take this opportunity of bringing to tho 
notice of Government the valuable uaturo of bis services in this and other districts. 
It was originally by his advice that tire system of associating the Survey Department 
with tho settlement officials in tho preparation of the record of rights was introduced, 
the system which is now in operation in Benares and which, as the Government is 
aware, is the basis on which tho programme of operations in other districts is being 
prepared. 

14, Each of the three p&rganas will he briefly noticed in turn, and I am to be¬ 

gin with Darsenda, which was the first pargana assessed. The 
PamnrtA. pargana is part, and a poor part, of the ordinary Bundclkhaud 

oiain. It has suffered much from over-assessment. In 1815 Mr. Waring raised the 
revenue from Rs. 1,95,357 to Rs. 2,44,500, or 25 per cent. Eighteen years afterwards 
it was necessary to reduce tire revenue to Ks. 1,90,270. A small enhancement was 
subsequently made, but in 1859 Mr. Maytto was compelled to reduce tho revenue 
•roui Rs. 1,93,525 to Rs. 1,49,731, or by 22 5 por cent. These figures of themselves 
<|H‘ak volumes, and it is needless to reiterate in detail the history which they too 
plainly outline. Nearly 25 per cent, of the araa was sold or farmed for arrears. 
Transfers amounted to 51 per cent of the area, but these figures refer mostly to tho 
period before Mr. May tie's revision. The revenue by Ute sanctioned rates pressed 
i.y |\l r , Patterson was slightly below Mr. Mayno’s revenue, and tho revenue ultimately 
mtnallv given out was somewhat below that pointed to by tho sanctioned rates and 
;l reduction of 5 4 per ceut on the old demand. As a matter of fact, tho sanc- 
'lotted rates were adhered to more closely than w; ; expected. From tho uaturo of 
lie former settlement it was seen from the first by the Settle moot Officer, tho Com¬ 
missioner and the Board, that this was peculiarly a case m which it was necessary to 
;o»k to the special characteristics of each muhal. The rates wore less of a real stand¬ 
ard than usual. The filial result stands thus :— 

Amount. ft.it* on 

vation. 

Rs. Ks. a. p. 


15. 

C'hibu. 


... 1,83,3*5 « 6 o 

... ... t,48,m t 5 a 

... 1,45,430 l 5 3 

... ... 1 , 10,503 14 0 

The history oi pargana Cl.ilm is very similar. In 1815 Mr. Waring raised 
the o-venue Irom Us. 93,277 to Rs. 1,29,579, or by nearly 39 
per ecu!. Alicr a petty intermediate reduction under the 


• >M revenue .\t settlement 
Uxi«liiig' revenue 
Revenue by sanction-si rates 
Revenue giveu out .. 
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Regulation IX. of 1833 settlement, the revenue was raised by some ten thousand rupees 
beyond the excessive amount at which it had been pitched by Mr. Waring. The 
natural result followed : 35 per cent, of the whole area was transferred, either perma¬ 
nently or temporarily, for arrears of revenue, and transfers of all kinds a fleeted half the 
area. The price realized for land sold for arrears realized only half a year’s purchase 
of the revenue. Rut with Mr. Mayne’s revision things began to improve. He reduced 
the revenue by 16 per cent, aud the value of land began to rise at once. The revenue 
ultimately givon out was virtually the same as that fixed by Mr. Mayne, but there 
was a large amount of readjustment of the jamas of individual estates. The subjoined 


figures show the result:— 

Old revenue at settlement 



Amount. 

Rs. 

1,8(5,1)73 

Rate on cultivation. 
Ha. a. p. 

1 6 0 

Existing revenue 

i * » 

... 

1,10,909 

1 2 10 

Iteveuue by sanctioned rates 


... 

1,19,544 

1 3 1 

He venue given out 

... 

... 

1,09,497 

1 2 7 


16. Pargana Tirohan is the last with which we have to deal. In some respects 

it was more fortunate than its sister parganas. With them 
Tirohan. . , r * 

the entire period from Mr. Waring’s settlement to Mr. Mayne s 

revision was one, if not of positive retrogression, at the best of a total absence of 
improvement. lu this pargana, however, Mr. Waring’s enhancement was comparative¬ 
ly small, ordy amounting to 10 per cent. In the settlement under Regulation IX. of 
1833, an enhancement of 12 per cent, on the then jama was made and the usual con¬ 
sequences of over-assessment promptly ensued, and continued until Mr. Mayne’s 
revision. 38 per cent, of the area was transferred for arrears of revenue, and transfers 
of all kinds covered 4.8 per cent, of the area. The price realized for land was alto¬ 
gether nominal. But as was the case elsewhere, from the time Mr. Mayne reduced 
the revenue from Rs. 1,13,576 to Rs. 09,079 everything began to change. 

There has been an increase of cultivation in the plains circle of six and a half per 
cent., but this is partly counterbalanced by a decrease in the hill circle of 21 per cent. 
The cultivation of the hill circle here aud in Chibu is quite precarious. The final result 
in the whole pargana was that reduction of o'3 was mado on the old demand. In 
actual assessment deductions had to he made from the assumed rates on account of 
cultivation being above the average in tho year of inspection, and in the hill tract the 
sewai profits were reduced in consequence of Government having taken up a consi¬ 
derable amount of forest land. The result is as follows : — 

Amount. Hate on cultivation. 



Bs. 

Bs. 

a. 

p- 

Old revenue at settlement... 

1,13,570 

1 

4 

10 

Existing revenue 

99,196 

1 

2 

7 

Revenue by sanctioned rates 

98,799 

1 

2 

6 

Revenue given out ... ... 

95,315 

1 

1 

10 

Berenuc as subsequently altered by the Board ... 

95,833 





I'iniuicial results. 


17. The new revenue for the entire sub-division amounts to Rs. 3,45,105 (or 
including the alterations subsequently made by the Board, 
Rs. 3,45,613) as compared with Rs. 3,57,842, the old revenue. 

The rate on cultivation is Rs. 1-3-1, as compared with Rs. 1-3-10, at whieh it formerly 
stood. This incidence is lower than that of any other temporarily-settled districts in the 
provinces except those of Gorakhpur aud Basti, which are about to como under resettle¬ 
ment, and Debra Dun and Lalitpur, both of which are quite exceptional in character. 

18. The new assessments come into operation in Darsenda, Chibu, and Tirohan 
from the kliarif of 1880-81, 1881-82, and 1882-83 respectively. 
It has already been settled by Government that 20 years is the 

most suitable term for settlement in Banda, with reference to para. 19 of this office 
letter Ho. dated 30th May, 1881, forwarding the Banda Settlement Report, 
it might bo convenient to confirm this settlement to the same date as that of the rest 
of the district, say 1st July, 1900, for the whole district. 


Term of settlement. 
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Records, &c. 


19, The notice of the records in the report is meagre and does not do justice to 
the care and attention with which this part of tbo work was 
carried out. The work has now been entirely closed. The 
revision of the patwaris’ circles has been undertaken by the district staff subsequently 
to the settlement operations. 


20 . The thanks of Government are due to Mr. Patterson and to his able and 
experienced Deputy Collector, Muhammad Ismail. The settle- 

staff. 

meat did not result in any great increase or decrease of revenue, 
but tile Settlement Officer had carefully to readjust the jamas of a large number of 
individual mahals, and this task he performed with patience, industry, and good judg¬ 
ment, as the Senior Membor, who has carefully read the grounds of assessment for each 
village, can personally testify. 

Mr. M. A. McConaghey, former Collector of the district, has also kindly given 
the Board the assistance of his local knowledge and experience on questions connected 
with the settlement. 


21 . It is not necessary here to enter upon any discussion regarding the general 
j . revenue policy advocated by the Settlement Officer, although 

the Board coneur generally in his remarks. The subject will bo 
dealt with, as it can only be properly dealt with, for the provinces generally under 
the orders of the Government of India. 

This is the last settlement, report remaining to be submitted to Government. It 
marks the conclusion of a series of operations extending over some 30 years. That 
there have been many mistakes in these operations, at the same time so vast and so 
minute in their scope, no reasonable person can doubt. But, on the whole, they 
have certainly resulted in a more just and equitable distribution of the land revenue, 
and have thorefore conduced to the prosperity and contentment of the people. It is 
to be hoped that it may be possible to pronounce tho same eulogiuin hereafter upon 
the alterations now beiug introduced into our revenue system when these have stood 
the test of time ; if so, the next generation will have no cause to look back with regret 
to a former state of things. ' 

I have the honor to be, 

Sik, 

tour most obedient servant, 

J. S. MACKINTOSH, 
Secretary. 





From 


No. op 1883. 

I.-23 


A. J. LAWRENCE, Esq., C.S., 

Commissioner t Allahabad Division , 

To 

The SECRETARY to the BOARD op REVENUE, 

North-Western Provinces. 

Dated Allahabad, the 23ed Jolt, 1883. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit Mr. Patterson’s very interesting report of 
settlement operations in the Karwi sub-division of the Banda district. 

2 . I do not propose to review bis pages at any length, because this task was 
well and exhaustively effected by my predecessor, Mr. J. Simson, in sending up the 
pargana assessment reports, and it was a task for which ho, by his intimate local 
knowledge, was very capable, while I labour under the disadvantage of knowing 
nothing whatever of the country under report. And I see no advantage in recasting 
statistics or, as they already are shown in every possible form, in repeating them. 

3. The sub-district consists of the three tahsils of Kamasin, Mau and Tirohan, 
comprising 583 villages and 670 estates, containing an area of 1,241 6 square miles, 
and with an averago length of 58 by 48 miles. There seem to have been no territo¬ 
rial changes, but the parganas, as they now are, have always formed part of the 
Banda district. 

4. Mr. Patterson’s early pages give the physical characteristics of the country, 
and he shows that the forest protective moasures lately introduced were not brought 
in a day too soon. 

5. In pargana Darseuda only aro there any rivers, but even here they have no 
effect on the prosperity of the country. Like most mountain streams they rise and 
fall rapidly. There is consequently no irrigation from them. Everything depends 
upon the year’s raiufall. The yearly average is as high as 39’7 inches, but it is not 
the quantity that affects the year’s operations so much as tho distribution. And the 
return for 1878-79 should be studied by future district officers, as, though comparatively 
little rain fell, It came opportunely and with good results. 

6 . Communications are, from the nature of the country, somowhat backward. 
The length of the East Indian Railway in Karwi is about 48 miles. Mr, Patterson 
shows how this link with the outer world has affected the sub-division, but greater 
things still are looked for from the new line, Manikpur to Jh&nsi, now under survey. 

7. The population of Karwi by the last census is given at 241,601 souls, a fall¬ 
ing off in the decade of O’8 per cent. And if we look at the earlier census returns, 
the fall is more striking, but Mr. Patterson does not attribute much value to those 
figures. The population is shown to be sufficient, being 195 to the square mile, and 
as much as 502 to the cultivated square mile. 

8 . It is a district of small properties, and nearly two-thirds of the estates are 
held on a zamindari tenure. Brahmans form a large percentage of the population, 
figuring also as the largest landed proprietors and constituting the most important 
portion of the tenantry. 

9. At pages 12 and 13 the Settlement Officer has given the usual crop tables 
and the areas sown in each season. But notice should bo taken of the great variations 
in these returns, owing to the variable character of the rainfall. 
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10. The fiscal history of the sub-division, if less unfortunate than that of B6nda 
itself, affords a sad and chequered story, 

Mr. Patterson has said all that need be said, and it is not one on which anybody 
would wish to dwell. 

At page 24 we find a summary of the various demands fixed at different 
poriods. 

The first real settlement was made for 1806-08 and was for Rs, 3,79,880. 
Although it did not work well, it was continued with sorao variations up to 1815-16, 
when Mr. Waring raised the demand to Rs. 4,81,450. Ruin to the zamindars and the 
people was the result, until in 1833 Mr. Begbie lowered the demand to Rs. 4,15,050. 
Unfortunately this was again allowed to be raised in 1848, when Rs. 4,43,874 represent¬ 
ed the Government demand. Again a bad time set in, the mutiny followed, and it 
was not till UG8 that Mr, Mayno brought peace to this much distracted country by 
lowering the demand to Rs. 3,60,183. 

And a yet further reduction was subsequently allowed to Rs. 3,57,842. Now 
Mr. Patterson fixes it at Rs. 3,45,105, a further lowering of 3 6 per cent. But perhaps 
the distribution of the fiscal burden is more important than this reduction. It has 
been etfectod under advantages of leisure and research which Mr. Mayne naturally 
could not boast. 

11. The system of assessment followed was tliat now generally adopted, intro¬ 
duced by Mr. C. Elliott in Farukhabad. 

Its specialities are well known: classification of bars, computation of areas, eluci¬ 
dation of rents paid in each bar. 

This last point was found to bo difficult. 

Tho people acknowledged to certain standard ra tes, but it then transpired that 
the kilns troubles had seriously interfered with this standard. 

And this brings us to tho most important factor in the Karwi as in other 
Bundelkhand settlements. The ordinary standard of cultivation is shown not to have 
varied in the last 30 years, but the yearly variation of tho area under cultivation is 
very largo. Aud it is this which has misled former Settlement Officers and ruined 
these districts. 

Mr. Patterson has endeavoured to obtain standard areas, and, at least for one 
pargaua, has added a round sum to the corrected rentals on this account. 

He points out that a policy of low jamas does not suit Bundelkhand : it involves 
unnecessary loss, it withdraws the spur which most Iudiau zamindars and tenants arc 
the better for, and it does not save tho State iu bad years. Intelligent aud vigilant 
revenue administration is hero the great thing requisite, and I would add that the 
divisional officers should be almost unfettered as regards the power of suspension 
and remission. 

12 . From the above remarks it will be seen that the Settlement Officer does not 
consider the revenue demands which are now submitted for sanction to be in any way 
low, though an inspection of the assessment note-books does give that impression. 
Mr. Sirnson however, who went thoroughly into the question and knew tho country, 
was satisfied that the Government interests had not been neglected. 

It is true the prices of wheat and gram have risen during the period of the settle¬ 
ment as much as 60 per cent., juar and bajra 70 per cent.; but then the State share 
vr is formerly calculated at two-thirds, it is now but half. Mr. Patterson’s treatment 
of this point, and the detailed figures relating to the two assessment circles, i. e., tho 
plain aud the hill circle, will be found at pp. 31, &c. He there shows the corrected 
rentals to be Rs. 6,63,868, a satisfactory increase over Mr. Mayne’s assumed rental of 
20 years back, Rs. 5,53,134, but still Rs, 51,816 below what was required to keep the 
present revenue unaltered. 
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13. Tho assumed average rates aggregate Rs. C,91,770, and an addition of 
Rs. 14,508 for siwai items and Rs. 7,211 for variations from the standard area brings 
it up to Rs. 7,13,549. A strict adhosiou to figures would have educed a sub-district 
jama of Rs. 3,50,774, but application of these figures with allowance for village 
peculiarities alters this to Rs. 3,45,105. Reasons for deviations are fully given in oaeh 
case. 

The rate per cultivated acre is but Rs. 1-3-1, and there is a reduction of 36 per 
cent, from tho present payments. 

It may have been thought that further reductions would bo unnecessary, but 
Mr. Patterson is an officer of experience and judgment, whose leading may, I think, 
bo safely followed. 

I havo no hesitation, then, in recommonding that tho demands he has elaborated 
may bo confirmed, and in submitting his name and that of his subordinate, Muhammad 
Ismail Khan, to the favourable notico of Government. 

The cost of tho settlement is Rs. 3,15,320, or less than a year’s revonue. 

I have, ifcc., 

A. J. LAWRENCE, 

OJJfj. Commissioner. 





FINAL SETTLEMENT REPORT 

OF THE 

KARWI SOB-DIVISION, BANDA DISTRICT. 


Introductory Remarks. 

All the information required to enable the Board of Revenue to form an 
opinion in ray proposed assessments for each pargana has already been submitted in the 
rent-rate reports. 

I shall now give similar statistics for the whole tract, compare the results obtained 
in each pargana, and show, so far as possible, how the assessments have worked 
since they have been imposed. 

1 propose to sketch the financial history pf the sub-division, and to describe more 
particularly the effect of the last settlement. 

Mr. Cadell, in his final report on B&nda proper, has already given a very full 
and interesting account of the early history of the district, and especially of the period 
preceding the cession of Bundclkhand to the East India Company. This account 
applies equally to the parganas now under report, which have always been included 
in the district; and it would he waste of time on my part to go over the same ground. 

I shall of course give an account of the operations of the present settlement in its 
various branches of survey, inspection, assessment, and preparation of tho record of 
rights, and shall show the financial results of tho settlement and the cost of the 
work. 

CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 

1. Boundaries and Areas. —The sub-division of Karwi is situated between tho 
24th and 25th degrees of north latitude and between tho 80t,h and 81st degrees of 
longitude. It is bounded on the north and north-east by the Jarnna, on the south by 
the Bundelkhund and Riwan states, on the east by the Allahabad district and the 
Kiwan torritorv, and on the west by parganas Augasi and Badausa of B&nda and by 
the Bundelkhond states. 

Tt.s average length is 52 miles, and its average breadth 48 miles, and by tho 
recent survey it contains an area of 1241'B square miles. 

2. Sub-divisions. —Tho sub-division contains three parganas ; each of which 
foims a talisil. There are 583 villages and (570 estates. The average size of each 
village is 1,303 acres and of oach estate 1,186 acres. 

3. Revenue. —The revenue of the expiring settlement was Rs. 3,57,842. 

The revenue as revised by me, and now provisionally in force, amounts to 
Rs. 3,45,105. 

There has thus been a reduction of Rs. 12,737, or 3'6 per cent. 

The reduction has been far less than was found necessary in the western division 
of the district, whore, in the five parganas forming Banda proper, a reduction of 
about 18 per cent, was made in the late settlement. 

In another chapter it will he shown that the circumstances of the Karwi sub¬ 
division were different, and that, for various reasons, it was never over-assessed to the 
same extent as Banda proper. 
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8*NDA DIBTBICT. 


I show below the area of eaoh sub-division, with the old revenue and the new 
revenue fixed by mo:— 


Tahsil. 

Area. 

Old revenue. 

New revenue. 



Acres. 

Es. a. p. 

B». a. p. 

Kamaein 

Mail 

Tarafib&n 

••• ••• *•! 

111 •« ••• 

2,98,933 

2,02,601 

8,S3,377 

1,48,304 0 0 
1,10,969 0 0 
98,509 0 0 

1,40,363 0 0 
1,09,417 0 0 
95,315 0 0 


Total of Sub-lJivioion 

7,25,411 

3,57,849 0 0 

8,41),106 D 0 


4. Physical Characteristics ,—The Karwi sub-division contains the three eastern 
parganas of the Banda district. 


The northern part of this tract, comprising tho wholo of pargana DarsendA and 
more than half of parganas Clihibu and TarauliAn, belongs to tho ordinary plain cf 
Bundelkhand, sloping gradually towards the Jamna, and composed of mAr and kAbar 
tracts interspersed with broken and gravelly soil in tho vicinity of tho rivers and 
streams. Towards the east and south, outlying spurs and isolated hills mark the com¬ 
mencement of a complete change in the character of the country. 

Beyond there runs the long monotonous lino of tho first range of the Vindhiyan 
hills ; these do not rise in peaks, but simply support an elevated plateau itself extend¬ 
ing to tho foot of a higher range on which rosts the Kiwan plateau. 

This tract is very different in Us characteristics from the plain country to the 
north and west. 

The soil is simply crumbled sandstone, and in many places there is hardly nny 
depth of earth. Elsewhere the decomposition of vegetable matter and the droppings 
of cattle have gradually formed better soils resembling tho lower country in character, 
though tar inferior in fertility. The unimproved reddish soil of tho pdthd is locally 
known ns hhotd; it only bears a poor crop of kodon or til: a rabi crop is seldom 
sown. It requires frequent fallow to produce anything ; and its produce is so uncer¬ 
tain that it is nearly always on batdi, hardly over paying a money rent. 

The pdthd (plateau) of pargaua Clihibu is separated from that of pargana Taraii- 
Mu by a tract of KiwAn which runs like a wedge between them up to the line of hills 
which forms the boundary of the pdthd to tho north, and separates it from the plain 
country. Tho Chhibu pdthd differs from that of TarahhAn iu one important respect r 
the former only comprises a narrow strip of tho first plateau, the intervening territory 
up to the second range of hills being Bfwan territory. 

On tho other band, the hill tract of Tarauhtin contains a complete sodtion of the 
plateau running from the crest of the first rango to the foot of tbo second range of 
hills. 

It possesses far fiuer forests than Clihibu, whioh, owing to its vicinity to the 
Jamna and to the demand for firewood iu Allahabad, has been almost denuded of 
trees. On the other hand, in Tarauhan there uro still splendid stretches of forest on 
the fist range of hills noar tho head waters of tho Haisnui and at the foot of the 
second range along the whole boundary between British and nativo territory. A 
series of beautiful glens here run up into the heart of the hills, and, as the drainage 
of the ltfwfin platean finds its way into these valleys by many a mountain torrent, 
there is here luxuriant vegetation and in some places dense jungles, the home of'sam- 
bhars, panthers, bears, and not uufrequetilly of tigers. With one exception these 
villages aro in British territory, the lino of the tni or crest of ihe plateau being the 
boundary. In one case, however, the Hannah territory extends below the ridge into 
one of the fieest valleys ; and two villages on the upper plateau are British territory. 
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The trees aro chiefly ebony, salai, achdr (choronji), sej, dhawa, khair, gular, and 
mahua. 

Within tlio last two years these forests have been takes under direct Govern¬ 
ment management, chiefly for the sake of saving them from destruction, which, lying 
as they do within 16 miles of tho Allahabad and Jabalpur Railway, they could not 
have long escaped. As an example of what would have happened had these protec¬ 
tive measures not beeu adopted, I may adduce the ease of Dharkundi , the ono valley 
which l have mentioned as not included iu British territory. Iu January, 1878, I 
first visited this glen and found it beautifully woodod ; many of the trees being very 
fiue, and there being plenty of grass and water. In January, 1681, 1 again saw it ; 
nearly all the trees had beeu cut down and the valley was hideously bare, there being 
hardly any grass and the little streams having nearly disappeared. The place had 
been leased to a Bengali for lime burning, and within so short a time it had been 
rendered useless cither for forest purposes or for grazing. 

The Tarauh^n pdthd lies higher than that of Chhibu, as thoro is a gradual riso 
westward. It is on an average 650 feet above the sea. The Riwun plateau is about 
600 feet higher, and one hill kachhar, which is on the very boundary of Tarauh&n 
pargana, is not loss than 1,480 feet in height. 

All over the pdthd, and especially in and noar tho forest tracts, grass is ahnn- 
dant and cattle are numerous ; indeed, tho people depend to a great extent for their 
subsistence on dairy produce and tho sale of young stock. Even in dry years there 
is gcnorally grass moro than enough for their requirements. Both in 1878 and in 
1881, when grass and fodder failed in other parts of the district, many herds were 
sent for grazing to tho pasturos of the Tarauhan pdthd. 

The hill country forms tho peculiar characteristic of the Karwi sub-division of 
Banda. In no other part of Bundelkhand is any part of tho Vindhiyan plateau com¬ 
prised within a British district. In the south of Banda proper the first range of hills 
everywhere forms the boundary, tho plateau beiug euLirely iu iudepeudeut territory. 

The Karwi hill tract resembles in character the southern division of Mirzapur, 
which may indeed bo said to form part of tho same plateau. 

The most important river iu the sub-division is the Jamna, which runs along tho 
whole northern boundary of parganas Darseuda and Chhibu. 

Its channel is a very winding ono, and its influence thus affects a largo area. 
The alluvial laud on its hanks nearly always yields good spring crops, aud is the most 
fertile iu tho district. Generally the country near tho great river is for some distance 
inlaud cut up by the ravines through which tho surplus water is drained into tho 
Jamna. Tho land near tho crests of these ravines is eroded by water-courses and 
sandy in character; but in the beds of the ravines and in the hollows near where water 
lies, there is excellent kaclilnir land producing fine spring crops. In some places, 
too, the uplands slope towards the river in level or gently undulating plains, and the 
drainage, instead of cutting them up, flows round them through the lower land on 
either side. In such cases the soil, though saudy, is fertile, and from its vicinity to 
the river, and the fact that water is not far from the surface, it suffers less than other 
saudy soils in dry years. 

Tho rivers Dcxt in importance aro the Bftguin and Puisunf. 

Both aro hill streams which, rising in tho Vindhivan range and collect in first the 
drainage of numerous mountain rivulets, flow northward to the Jamiih. Both streams 
collect the drainage of the country though which they flow, and have many affluents, 
but the Faisuni has a greater influence on the tract as, flowing in a moro easterly course 
and being nearer the hill range, it receives more numerous and more considerable 
tributaries. 

Yet the volume of tho Bfigain is quite equal to that of the Paisuni; but it receives 
its chief affluents from the hills fur to the south before it reaches the tract under 
report. 
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The Paisuni rises in the Bngbelkhnnd plateau, and forming for some distance the 
south-west boundary of pargana Tarauhan, again enters native territory, and flows for 
some distance as a picturesque mountain stream through a forest country, it then 
plunges over a bold fall into the plains, and strikes pargana Taratihun again, a few 
miles south-west of Karwi. It thou flows past Sitapnr and Knrwi, and runs north¬ 
ward in many a picturesque reach to the borders of pargana Darsendii, through which 
it pursues its winding course till it falls into the Jainnfi. 

The Bagain only flows through pargana Darsendii in this sub-division. It enters 
the pargana to the south a little to the west of the Paisuni. and, flowing for some 
distanco parallel witli it, diverges to the north-west, and as the Paisuni diverges to 
the north-east the Doab of the river constantly widens till it moots its northern 
boundary on the Jamnd. 

Both rivers present the same characteristics. Their heds lie considerably below 
the level of the country on each side, so that they are useless for irrigation. Gene¬ 
rally they flow in a bright,, clear stream over gravelly beds, aud the channels being 
narrow in proportion to the volume of water, the velocity is greater than is usual in 
Indian rivers. But in many places where there are abrupt windings we find deep, 
almost stagnant pools, the favourite haunts of alligators. 

The country near both streams is rugged and cut up bv ravines, and the land 
near is impoverished on account of tho too rapid drainage which carries off its Lest 
constituents. Generally the hunks of the streums are high and steep ; but often they 
slope gradually to the waters; and the lowlying alluvial tracts which are flooded in tho 
rainy season, being enriched by the muddy deposit, produce very fine spring crops. 
Frequently long reaches of lowlving knchhur land rnn inland from the streams 
between tbe crests of tho ravines, and these tracts, being occasionally submerged during 
heavy floods, and receiving as they do the surplus water from the high land aboro 
and much of the fertilizing material from its soil, are often nearly as productive as 
the land actually on the hanks of the rivers- Both rivers flow in very winding, irre¬ 
gular channels, seeking for themselves the lowest levels, and so tho area affected bv 
them for good and evil is very large. As we approach the Jumna, the reaches of allu¬ 
vial land become richer and more extensive. Near tho mouth of the Paisuni there 
is an especially fine tract, as the river hero changed its course many yearsngo, and all 
tho lowlving land enclosed between tho old and new channels and the land on each 
side of both form a della of very great fertility, which in the cold season is covered 
with a sea of wheat aud barley, r lhis tract runs up to the junction of the I’aisunf 
with the Jumna, and, when the latter river is in fluod, it forces back the stream of 
the Paisuni, and its waters with their muddy deposit help to fertilize the alluvial valley 
At tho embouchure of tho Bagain there is a similar, but less lowlving, and therefore 
less exteusive and fertile, tract. 

The tributaries of the Paisuni shrink into very small channels during the dry 
season, and in some places hardly any water is to bo found. But during the ruins 
they are considerable streams and, like ali mountain torrents, they sro often swollen 
by sudden floods. The laud near, like that near the Bagain and Paisuni, is cut up by 
ravines ; but the kachh&r land is inferior, as the flooding is less permanent and tbe 
water runs off so quickly as to leave little deposit behind. 

Next in importance is the Oban, which takes its rise in the hill country of Tarau¬ 
han, and flows northward through that pargana and Darseuda till it joins the Paisuni 
not far from the coulluenee of tho latter with the Jammi. This stream drains a far 
loss exteusive basin than the Paisuni, and is less varied and picturesquo in its 
course. 

All these rivers flow through pargana Darsendii ; the Paisuni and Ohan flow 
through pargana Tarauhan also. There is no river of any importance in pargana 
Chlribu except the Jamnii, which forms its northern boundary. 
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The hills which feed its water-courses are much smallor and dryer than the more 
southern ranges in which the Paisunf aud Biigain tako their rise ; consequently none 
of the numerous channels through which the surplus water finds its way to the Jamu& 
are of any importance, nor, flowing as they do below the several lovels of the country, 
are they used for irrigation. 

With the exception of the Paisitni the streams in tlio pdthd are mere mountain 
torrents ; some of theso flow westward to the Paisunf, while others find their way 
eastward to the Tons and eventually to tho Ganges. 

The river and streams in the plain country havo a material effect on the dis¬ 
tribution of the soils. Each Dodb between two streams may he said roughly to con¬ 
tain a complete section of the Buudelkhftnd soils. 

The lines of the channols are, of eourso, the lowest points of the country. 

Between them is a central plateau of level soil—generally mar or kabar. As this 
plateau slopes gradually on each side to tho streams it changes to Parwa for Sigon). 
As the slope becomes greater the drainage from the plateau cuts up the soil iuto 
ravines, and carries away much of its best material. Here we find light, sandy soil aud 
poor rukar, or gravelly soil. 

Finally, in tho lowest cultivated land near tho bod of the streams we find fertile 
kachhar land, enriched by the deposit from the river and by the soil carried down 
with the drainage of the upper land. 

With the exception of the m&r tracts the country is verv well wooded. The 
groves are chiefly mahuu as in other parts of Bundelkhand ; but in many places, and 
especially near the rivers, there are fine mango groves. 

Thoro are no large jhils iu the sub-division, the slope towards the north being so 
rapid that nil tho drainage flow rapidly away through tho streams and water-courses, 
or the water is quickly absorbed bv the black soils. 

There aro none of the great «s.«r plains which form so striking a feature in 
Fatohpur and in the Do4b generally. 

5. Sources of Irrigation .—There is hardly any irrigation in the tract which may 
bo said to depend entirely on the rainfall for its harvests. The rivers flow in depress¬ 
ed channels far below tho level of the country, so that without an expenditure beyond 
the means of the people it would he impossible to utilize their waters. 

"Water is generally from 60 to 00 feet from the surface, and wells few. Wells 
are always found close to village sites irrigating a few vegetable fields, cultivated by 
k&chhis or other good classes of cultivators. Even whoro water is near the surface, it 
is not sufficiently plentiful to allow of any large extent of laud being irrigatoJ, aud 
from the naturo of tho sub-soil kachoh& wells cannot bo made as a rule. 

Tanks aro very little used for irrigation. Occasionally a few rioe-fields near are 
flooded from them ; but, as a rule, all their water is not too much to supply the cattlo 
during the long dry season as it quickly dries up under a Bundelkhand sun. 

Iu some parts of the district, water whether in wells or tanks is only found at 
wide intervals, and tho people have to carry their drinking water from groat dis¬ 
tances to the fields in which their work lies. 

The total irrigated area in the sub-division is only 1,297 acres, or 01 per cent, 
of the cultivated area. The number of masonry irrigation wells is only 329, irrigating 
3T acres each. There aro 105 earthen wells, irrigatiug 2-2 acres each. 

There is no canal irrigation, nor, I fear, is there a prospect of any. The proportion 
of tho lighter soils is so largo that boyond question tho introduction of irrigation 
would be a great advantage to the tract. 

6 . Towns and Markets .—The population is chiefly agricultural. The ciijcf 
market iu the sub-division is Knjapur on the Jumna, with a population of :,fi70. 
There is here a very large market for country produce of all kiuds, and many of tho 

2 ’ 



« 


bXkda dtstmot. 


Brahmin tracers are wealthy men who are rapidly investing the money gamed h» 
♦rado and by money-lending in buying op the estates of the old impoverished proprie¬ 
tors in the neighbouring country. 

The situation of RAjApnr on the JamnA gives it facilities for water carriago to- 
which its trade is chiefly due. 

There is a considerable grain trade also at Mau, which being also on the JamnA 
has direct and easy communication with Allahabad by water. It has, however, only a 
population of 2,27 5 souls. Karwi, the head-quarters of the sub-division, haB a popu¬ 
lation of 2,248 people. The neighbouring town of Tarauhan ba3 3,605, and practically 
theso sites form one town. 

There are three railway stations in the sub-division. All these are in the pathd , 
or hill tract of parganas Chhibu and TarauhAn. 

Manikpur is by far the most important, and hislatoly hceome a great trading 
station, as from, it is exported the surplus produce, not only of Karwi, but of the adjoin¬ 
ing native states ; while after bad harvests tho- railway poors in supplies at this point 
from the Central Provinces. In the spring of 1.881 tho harvest failed almost ontiroly 
in Karwi and tho adjacent native states; but at MAnikpur grain of all kinds was 
plentiful and cheap, and from this point cars and bullocks distributed it in all direc¬ 
tions. 

7. Communications .—Tho Jabalpur branch of tho East Indian Railway runs 
through tho hill tracts of parganas Chhtbu and TaraiihAn, and it is im-possiblo to 
exaggerate its value to a previously remote and inaeessiblo tract like Karwi. Its exist¬ 
ence renders a severe famine impossible in the sub-divisions or in tho adjoining native 
states, as grain could be poured in either from eaBt or west in any quantities, 

Thnro are throe stations in the distriot. One of those, Manikpur, is connected with: 
Karwi by a good metallod road (17 miles in length), the only one in tho Karwi sub¬ 
division. A good kachcha road connects Karwi with BAnda, and this, in the part near 
the latter town, ha3 been metalled. A kachcha road connects Karwi with the great 
market of Rajapnr on the Juinna (a distance of 17 miles; and the station of Manikpur 
is connected with the same placo by a branch road which rnns into the Karwi and 
MAnikpur road. Another branch from tho same road connects Karwi and MAnikpur 
with Man on tho Jamna. Another kachcha road connects Karwi with KamAsin, 
and runs on to Lakbanpur on the Jammi opposite the Fatelipur district. 

A fair kachcha road running over the hills connects RajApur with Bargarh station, 
and thus provides railway communication in tho dry season for the more northern 
parts of the sub-division. 

Another kachcha road runs through tho DarsendA pargana connecting RAjApur 
with the town of BAnda. But tho western parts of this pargana are very m-ucb isolated 
in the rainy season. Kamasin, the capital, is 38 miles distant from BAnda with 
great mdr plains intervening, wliidh are impassable during tho rainy season for wheeled 
traffic. To the east Rajapur is 19 miles distant, and there are two large nnbridged 
rivers between, which also separate it from Karwi. 

This tract and tho hill tract except in the vicinity of the Bargarh and MAnikpur 
roads are the worst off for communications, oud in them traffic is chiefly carried on by 
means of pack-bullocks. 

The JamnA rnns along the northern boundary of ChbfbA and DarsendA, and 
affords a ready outlet for tho heavy produce of the northern tracts. 

The Jamna for tho northern and tho railway for the southern tracts- provide the 
chief means for pouring in grain in case of scarcity, so that practically no part of the 
sub-division is exposed to danger from famine. 

But, generally speaking, the interior communications are inferior to those of DoAh 
districts on account of the want of metalled roads and the number of uubridged rivers, 
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and from the fact that the kachcha roads are in many places almost impassable 
daring the rainy season. 

8. Population. —The population in 1853 was 257,435; in 1865, 262,983. In 
1872 it had fallen to 243,535. 

In 1881 the late census showed the population to be 241,601, of which 123,432 
were males and 118,169 females, there being 95*7 females to 100 males. 

Before 1872 there was no census with any pretence to accuracy, and it is probable 
that the decrease of population between 1865 and 1872 was not so great as would 
appear from these figures. Still there was probably some decrease. 

Comparing the returns of 1872 with those of 1881, we find a falling off in 
population of 1,934 souls, or 0'8 per cent. 

This was to be expected as the years from 1872 to 1877 were years of great dis¬ 
tress in the whole district on account of the disastrous spread of kins grass, the result 
several seasons of untimely and excessive rains. 

This caused much land to be thrown out of cultivation and could naturally check 
population. 

K6ns has been for some years rapidly disappearing, and I believe population is 
now increasing in the normal way. 

The density of population is 195 to the square mile and 502 to the cultivated 
square mile. 

Judgod by the Dotib standard, this is low. In the Fatohpur district, which is 
only separated from Karwi by the Jamnk, the density is 431 to the square mile and 
798 to tho cultivated square mile. 

But this comparative sparsely is very far from a disadvantage in my opinion. 
There is a far less pressing demand for land in consequence than in the Do£b, and there¬ 
fore far more land available for grassing. It is sometimes stated that Bfinda has not 
sufficient population for its area. But when compared with even the most populous 
countries in Europe the population is dense. 

In France, for example, there are only 150 souls to the square mile. Judged also 
by the standard of the neighbouring native states, it is very dense. In Pannk there 
are only 98 people to the square mile, in Ajaigarb 135 people, and in Suh&wal 167. 
In Riwan there are under 100 souls to the square mile. 

In the hill tract the population is naturally less dense, there being extensive tracts 
of waste and jungle. In the Chhibii pathd there are 141 people to the square mile, 
in Taradh&n pdthd 77 people. 

The following statement shows the deusity of population per square mile and per 
cultivated square mile for each pargana, according to the late census 


fsrgsna. 


Paraendi 
Chhibu ... 
Tarauhan ... 


Sub-division 


Density of 
population per 
square mile. 

Density of popu¬ 
lation per culti¬ 
vated square mile. 

ssrs 

4500 

335*9 

499*0 

186*0 

575*0 

195*0 

503 0 


Tarahh&n is the least densely-populated pargana on account of its extensive 
jangles. But in its cultivated tracts it is more populous than either Darsendd or 
Chhibfi. 

9. Religion and Caste .—The district is an almost purely Hindu one, the pro¬ 
portion of Muhammadans being only one to over 46 Hindus, 
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The form below shows the distribution of tho most important classes of the 
population • 


Caste. 

Percent¬ 

age. 

Caste. 

rercout- 

afje. 

Brahmin* 

»< 



2fl 

Gadarlas 




1'8 

Thskurs 

Itt 



8‘3 

Arakba 


• M 


3 8 

Banias 




3 B 

Telis 


• » « 


1 4 

Ksyathi 




1-3 

Kurmla 





Aliirs 




8 4 

Lodlias 




i e 

Eaclihi* 




1-1 

Koris 




3 2 





1-9 

Kcwata 




2-8 

Kola 




V 8 

Knlidri 




1'3 

Ohsmirs 


»»• 

... 

U-5 

Lul iirB 




PI 

Kumhar* 


• «« 


2 0 

M usalruun* 




S'! 






.Miscellaneous 




11-7 


In all tho parganas Brahmins predominate both in numbers and influence as 
laud-owners, traders, and money-lenders. 


The proportion of Thakursis only considerable in pargana Darsendft, where they 
form JO per cent, of the population, and osvn many large villages. 

Kurmis, on tho other hand, the most valuable and industrious class of the popu¬ 
lation, are in larger numbers in pargana Tarauhiin than elscwhcro. Hero they number 
10 per cent, of the population against 2'4 per cent, in Dursendfi and 8 per cent, in Chhibn. 
Kols are only found in the hill tracts of Chbibfl and Tarauhdn. They are clearly the 
remains of tho aboriginal tribes who were driven to the hills by the early Hindu 
invaders. 

10 . Rainfall .—Tho amount and distribution of rainfall is peculiarly important, 
as there is practically no artificial irrigation. 

I give tho amount in each year from 1860-G1 to 1880-81, except in 18G2-63, of 
which tho returns are lost:— 



The averago fall for 20 years is 3t)'7 inches. But the mere amount of rainfall is 
no index to the prosperity of a year ; for more depends on the distribution and on the 
manner in which the rain falls. A small amount of rain in light and frequent 
showers is far more useful than a larger amount coining down in heavy and rapid 
lulls with long breaks between. In the latter case much of the water is carried off 
at, once to the streams which drain the tract without doing much <v 0 od to the land 
In the former case every drop is utilized. 

Again, it must be remembered that, if the rainfall ho very hcavv and constant at 
mar and kdbnr tracts, these soils become unworkable, and kans gains a bold which it 
is difficult to overcome. 

To show tho offocts of distribution as compared to mere quantity of rainfall, l 
would compare the year 1873 with 1878. Jn tho former year the kharif harvest 
failed ; in the latter it was very fine; yet more than double tho amount of rainfall 
during Juno, July, and Augnst ol 1873, than in the corresponding months of 1878. 
In the latter year only 17‘2 iuches fell altogether, hut the rain tamo just when wanted, 
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a.B^ fell in such ft manner that all was utilized. The kharif, as I have said, was one 
of the best known. The rabi was below average on account of the want of wirlter 
rain, but an inch and a half more in December and January would have secured a 
rabi equal to the kharif; that is, 20 inches for the whole year would have ensured 
splendid autumn and spring harvests. As it was, the spring crops in the m&r tracts 
wore excellent. 

The year 1868-69 was a very unfortunate one, although the total fall was greater 
than in 1878-79. 

It will be scon that the rainfall was scanty in June, Jul}% find August, and it 
was also very rapid with long breaks between the showers. The whole cotton was 
lost, and the rain early in September only camo in time to save a small portion of the 
jaw&r and L&jra, while the rabi harvest was a very bad one, as the ground was not 
prepared for sowing hy showers late in September or early in Octobor, and there was 
hardly any cold woather rain. The effect of this scanty and hardly distributed rain¬ 
fall was scarcity almost amounting to famine in 1869. 

11. Climate .—The climate on the whole is not a healthy one. Cholera is more 
frequent than in any Do&b district, and the autumnal fevers are more widespread and 
fatal, especially in the mar tracts. The country near the Jamnd is the most healthy ; 
here the soil is light and sandy, and the villages arc well drained, water riraniDg off 
rapidly to the river. 

In many places in tho hill tracts drinking water is very bad, and in the hot 
weather it is, in some villages, difficult to obtain at all. 

The want of good water to a great extent neutralizes the advantages which »n 
elevated tract would naturally possess in salubrity. I have no doubt that a good deal 
of the unhealthiness of the pdt.hd is owing to the necessity of drinking from pools of 
stagnant and unwholesome water. 

12. Condition of the People .—The genoral condition of the people is poorer than 
in any part of the Dodb I have seen. The landowners are more squalid in their 
mode of living, dross, and houses, and they have fewer horses and driving oxen. 
This is to a certain extent owing to the bad tradition which has always prevailed in 
B&nda which led zamindars to a Sect poverty beyond what really existed in order to 
avoid payment of revenue Still there is undoubtedly great poverty. Most of the 
zamindars who depend entirely on their agricultural profits are in debt, as arc also tho 
groat majority of the cultivators. The Kurmis and MoiAis are almost the only excep¬ 
tions. The money-lenders arc nearly all Brahmins. Of those the most wealthy and 
enterprising are the Rupaulia Brahmins, of Rdj6pur, who carry on a considerable 
trade in country produce, and invest their gains chiefly in mortgage on villages which 
eventually, as a rule, pass entirely into their hands. 

The chief cause of the prevailing poverty is the uncertainty of the soasons. 

This tends to prevent any steady industry, and leads to improvident and careless 
habits. In a good year a Bundelkhand village produces splendid harvests with very 
little expenditure or labour on the part of the cultivator, while no industry or fore¬ 
sight on his part can counterbalance the effects of an unfavourable season. 

In the hill tracts the condition of tho people is poorer than in the plains. The 
produoo of the mahua, her, and other junglo trees form at certain seasons a consider¬ 
able proportion of their subsistence. This is especially the case with tho Kols, who 
inhabit the forest villages. These people live chiefly by woodcutting and by the 
collection and sale of jungle products. They are a simple raco of aborigines, who 
have never settled down to agriculture. Till the forest villages were taken over by 
Government, they were practically entirely in the bauds of the Hindu zamindars of 
the villages in which the forests are situated. 

The proportion of the non-agricultural and trading class in the sub-division is 
very small ; this is illustrated by the fact that the license tax only produces Rs. 4,635 
in the three tahsils. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Proprietors and Tenants. 


1. Proprietary Classes .—Tho statement below Bhows tho distribution of pro¬ 
perty in each pargana and in tho whole district:— 


Pargana. 

Tha- 

kur,. 

1 

Brah¬ 

mins 

s 

Kiyaths. 

1 

Muaal- 

mant. 

| flU- 
nias. 

Kur- 

rnis. 

Lo- 

dhaa. 

Baira- 

gia. 

Abirs. 

M»r- 

hattas. 

• 

Arakha, 

Go- 

ghains* 

Daraendi 

28’4 

■183 

7-1 j 

lot 

30 

4S 

0'6 

40 

10 

15 

1*«> 

: 

Chlubu ... i 

7-3 

61-7 

11-9 j 

6*6 

9 5 

38 

... 

ri 

... 

0-6 

... 

4 5 

Tarauhan ... 

60 

55'G 

4*9 | 

S'2 

1*3 

I 

101 

... 

16-0 




4 9 

Total ... 

11-9 

53-9 

8*0 ! 

6*3 

i 

1-7 i 

63 

0 2 

7-6 

03 

07 

0*3 J 

3 0 


ft will be noticed that in each pargana Brahmins are the largest proprietors. Only 
in Darsendd are Thakurs a powerful class, and there Brahmins predominate less than 
in the other pargana. Muhammadans also own more land in Darsenda than elsewhere ; 
they are the descendants chiefly of officials who were appointed after the cession, and 
who soon managed to acquire a number of estutrs which are still in the bands 
of their descendants. But oven in Darsendk, Hindus form the great majority of 
proprietors. 

The largest proportion of Kurmi ?amind£ra i3 in Tarnuhfin, and they have added 
greatly to the prosperity of that pargaua. It is less enviable in having no less than 
16 percent, of its area in the hands of Bair/igis. These are the muitfiddrs of the 
assigned villages, who have also managed to acquire many other villages in aamindarf 
right. 

The Goshfims in Olihibu and Tarauh&n are the descendants of officers in the army 
of the GoshMu Maharaja, who was in possession of the parganas at the time of the 
annexation. 


2. Cultivating Classes.*— Tho following statement shows the cultivation of each 
caste, with details of sir, occupancy tenants, and tonants-at-will:— 


J*um- 


Sir. 

Privileged 

tenants. 

Occupancy 

tezunts. 

Ttnanit-at- 

will. 

Total . 

Caste of cultivator 




l 







ber. 



per- 


I’er- 


Per- 


Per- 


Per. 



Area. 

cent 

Area. 

cent- 

Area. 

cent- 

Area. 

cent- 

Area. 

cent- 




age. 


uga. 

- 


age 


age. 


age. 

1 

Brahmioa 

51,034 

1G‘8 

284 

0*1 

49,115 

16*9 

35,585 

11*6 

136,9)8 

44-5 

9 

'i'liakurs 

24,bM 

81 

32 

... 

10,857 

6*5 

13,049 

4 S 

54,799 

178 

a 

Euyatha ... 

1,910 

EfSTtlTM' 

G 


3,u79 

I-<| 

1,746 

0 6 

8.750 

28 

4 

Akira 

1--8 

00 


... 

7,",7 

2 8 

8,575 

2 8 

15,730 

6 1 

5 

I\ ii mils ... 

10,97 S 

3'G 

68 


17,078 

6-5 

12,820 

4"J 

40,929 

133 

6 

Kfchlii* 

it 

... 

... 

a*. 

1-760 

06 

1,957 


3,728 

13 

7 

Kewais 

... 




1,778 

0 6 

2,179 


3,957 

»’3 

8 

Arakha 

u 

... 

• •a 

... 

2,208 

0 7 

2,890 

0 9 

5, H»9 

1*6 

9 

Clinmara ... 

4 


»•» 

... 

1,658 

06 

2,844 

0 9 

4,400 

1*4 

10 

Bitnias 

503 

0 2 

1 


l,6Utf 

05 

2,015 

nr<rain 

4 2 i h 

14 

11 

Lodbbs ... 

13 


a*. 


1,839 

0'6 

1,450 

0-5 

3,302 

1*1 

12 

Kalals 

90 


a •• 

... 

631 

0 2 

631 

0 2 

1,16b 

0-4 

13 

Bairagis — 

1,914 

0 4 


... 

6 65 

o a 

382 

0*1 

2,261 

mm 

14 

Kola ... 

a*. 

*•4 



149 

0 0 

266 


416 

0 1 

IS 

Morals ... 

a.. 

... 

>«• 


484 

0 2 

489 

u a 

978 

0 4 

16 

Muaaiuians 

70S 

0-2 

• •• 

.4. 

1,4(6 

0 5 

1,677 

■71 

3,816 

1 2 

17 

Miscellaneous ... 

9,342 

08 


... 

7,634 

2 4 

9,613 

31 

19,54a 

8 3 


Total 

04,920 

30*8 

37 0 

01 

124,707 

37 2 

98,028 

31 9 

308,037 

100*9 


It will be seen that Brahmins and Thdkurs cultivate the largest proportion of the sfy 
land, marking their position as the chief yeoman or cultivating proprietor class. 
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Next, but at a long interval, come Kurmfs ; while the absentee landholding class, 
such as Kayaths, Bairagis, and Banias, hold very little. 

Brahmins, Thakurs, and Kurmls, also form the majority of cultivators. 

The proportion of Mubummadan cultivators is very small. 

3. Tenuree .—The tenures in the majority of estates is zamiudari. Out of 670 
estates 426 belong to that class; 37 are perfect patidari, and 207 are imperfect 
patidari. 

The great preponderance of zamind&ri is owing to the large number of sales and 
other transfers, especially in the early years of our rule, which had the effect of throw¬ 
ing into the hands of single families estates formerly held by communities in patidari 
tenure, 

4. Sub-division> of Property .—There are few large properties in the district; 
the majority of the estates are held by petty proprietors, or by middle class men. 

One hundred and thirty-six estates, paying Rs. 68,244-2-8, belong to proprietors 
who hold more than one estate ; 215, paying Rs. 1,03,620-14-8, belong to less than 
six sharers; and 323, paying Rs. 2,15,608-5-8, are owned by proprietary bodies of 
more than six sharers. 


The following statement shows the average amount of revenue paid in each par- 
gana and in the whole sub-division, and the average amount of land held :— 





Average of 

Average 

of area to each proprietor. 


Par gana. 


revenue paid 
by each propri¬ 
etor. 

Total area. 

Assessablearea. 

Cultivated 

area. 

Dareetida 

... .. 

... 

37-5 

57-7 


99*1 

Chhibu 

... 

... 

39-7 

587 


98*1 

Taraub.n 

• H 

... 

33-1 

858 

67-3 

97*8 


Total 

... 

346 

66 9 

66*3 

98*4 


On the whole the district is essentially ODe of small properties. 

In Fatehpur the average revenue paid by each proprietor was Rs. 66-4-0, while 
the total area held was 53 acres and the cultivated area 27 aores. 











12 


BANDA DISTBICT. 


CHAPTER III. 

PliODUOB. 

], Ditiribution oj Cropt ,~~Tha following statement shows the areas occupied by 
the chief raid and kharif crops for the whole district, with other percentages for each 
pargana:— 


Kharif i'rvpi. 


Fergana. | 

Cultivat¬ 
ed area 
iu acres. 

Juar. 

|Baj- 

r«. 

Cot- 

ton, 

Ar- 

har. 

Urd. 

Rico. 

Til Hemp. 

Moth. 

Mung, 

Ko- 

duu. 

Ken- 

di. 

Ra¬ 
le uu. 

Sa- 

win.' 

1 

1 

Vego- 

tablee. 

Other, 

cro[i*. 

Total. 

Paraendi ... 

1,15,884 

10'S 

6'4 

15*9 



0*5 


0-0 

l 

0*0 

0*0 

0-8 

0*1 


0 0 

i 

| 0*0 

0*0 

86*0 

Cblilbu 

87,128 

IDS 

lt'3 

11*2 

«*: 




1 08 

0*4 

2 1 

4*5 

06 

... 

l*S 

i U'O 

1 

0*2 

67*1 

Tarafihin ... 

35,325 

230 

5*2 

13*8 

8*8 

0*4 

2*5 

2'8 

0*1 

0.9 

0 6 

10*3 

i 

0 3 

08’ 

... 

1 01 

0-6 | 

68*2 

Total 

3,OS,037 

17 4 

9‘1 

14*2 

1*4; OS 

1 

1*2 

2-0 

O'l 

0 4 

09 

i 

,43 

03 

0 8 

o*« 

o*o 

| 0-3 

66*1 


Rabi Crops. 


Fargana. 

uuiijvav- 
ed area 
iu acres 

Wheat. 

Bar¬ 

ky. 

Gram. 

1 

WhrntjWhe&t 
and and 
gram, barley 

Barley 

and 

gram. 

Opium. 

To- 

bac- 

Co 

AUf. Peai- 

i 

i 


1 

B 



Dr* 

full 

Paraendi, 

1,15,584 

1*3 

05 

37*8 

ISO 

08 

64 

0*0 

00 

0*6 

01 







0 

Chhibd... 

97,128 

M 

1*4 

21*3 

1*3 

0*4 

3*3 

00 

0*0 

1 3 

0 2 

U'3 

0*0 

1*3 

o*o 

0*0 

32*7 

♦ 1-1 

Tanuhin, 

95,325 

1*2 

3 9 

11*2 

25 

05 

io*o 

01 

0*1 

07 

0*0 

01 

O'l 

1 4 

... 


81*8 

is 

Total ... 

8,08,037 

1*2 

1*8 

215 

7*0 

06 

5*3 

0*1 

U'O 

0*8 

0-1 

0*2 

o*o 

1*2 

0*0 

0*1 

439 

i* 


For comparison 1 show the distribution of the rabt and kharif crops at last settle¬ 
ment in tho sub-division 


Pistrlct. 

Total 

cultivatJ 
ed area 
iti acres 

Kharif Crnpt, 

Juir. 

BSjrd, 

Cot¬ 

ton, 

Arhar 

1 

Urd. 

i 

i 

Rice, i Til. 

1 

Hemp.] 

Moth. 

Mung. 

Ro* 

don. 

Ka- 

kun, 

Sa- 

*5d. 

Other 

cropi. 

Total. 

( 

3,22,618 

62,628 

25,961 

83,397 

5,826 

2 

,<■47 

i 

4,030, 11,748 

588 

9,019 

! | 

54 22,926 

301 

295 

7 

2,U,78T 

Karwi Sub- ) 





















Biviiioo. 1 












i 









t 

Percent- 

11*3 

8*1 


90*9 


1-8 


0*6 

1*2] 3*7, 


■ 

... 

7 1 

O’l 

0*1 

♦•1 

454 


j “S'** 











i 


1 



















Rati Crcps, 










Total 


















Plitrict 


cultivat¬ 
ed area 






Wheat 

Wheat 

1 

Barley* 




, 

Vege- Mother 




in acres, 

Wheat 


Gram.; 

and 

and 

aiuM 

Alii, 

Maaur. 


Bahan. table8,,crop8. 

Total. 







43-J. 



1 gram. 

bailey. 

gram.j 

| 



1 

! 





1 


a,22,51s 

12,362 ; 

2,145 

65,864 


9,717 

1,433 

10,243 

468 

1,183 

91 

0,360 

6)2 

48 

1,10,731 

Karwi Sub-Dl*riaion, t 





















f 

I'erccut- 

38 


20*4 


3*1' 

U-5 

32 




2*0 

, 0*2 

... 

34*3 




age. 










1 




1 i 





The cliiof point which requires notice is, that cotton was then far more exten¬ 
sively grown than now ; it was a more important and profitable Bnndelkhand staple 
than at present, though it ia still the most valuable portion of tho kharff harvest. 
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Indeed, as in all Bundelkhand, a far larger area, especially of mdr and k&bor soils, were 
then habitually under kharif than at present. Probably the reason is, that tho heavy 
untimely rains after 1869 render the kharif crops too risky, and more land was reserved 
for the raid sowings. 

But the area under cultivation and the comparative area under rabi and kharif 
crops varies in Bundelkhand from year to year in a manner unknown in the Dodb. 
As an illustration I would point to the statistics of pargana Darsendd in 1285 Fasli. 

“ Tho total area under cultivation in 1285 was 1,15,584 acres. 

“ In 128(1 it bus rison to 1,30,663 acres, or by 13 per cent. 

“ Again, in 1285 the rabi crops occupied 63'4 per cent, of tho whole area, and the 
kharif only 36 - 6. 

“ Iu 1286 the rabi only occupied 41 per cont. and the kharif 59 por coat. 

“ These contrasts are to bo explained by the character of tho rainy season of each 

year. 

“In 1285 (1877) tho rainfall was very scanty during tho months when rain is 
necessary for the kharif crops, that is, during June, July, August, and September. 
Consequently a large amount of land remained unsown, and in much of the remainder 
the crop was lost from drought. Early in October there was a heavy fall, which enabled 
tho people to prepare the land for tho rabi sowings. Not only the land which had 
been originally intended for this crop, but much which had remuinod uncultivated 
during the kharif, and much in which the kharif crop had failed, was now sown with 
rabi. The proportion of laud occupied by this crop was therefore much larger th«n 
usual. 

The circumstances of 1286 were very different. The autumn rainfall was singu¬ 
larly favourable to the kharif crops. There was a great demand, too, for kharff 
grains on account of the failure of tho preceding year. Consequently the kharif 
sowings were very extensive ; much of the land which would ordinarily have been 
reserved for rabf was sown with autumn crops ; and waste land was broken up for 
the rabi. This was the cause of the groat increase of cultivation in 1286.” 

Juar occupies a larger area iu the kharif than any other crop. 

Among the rabi crops gram and mixed crops of barley and gram are the most 
important products. 

In tho hill tracts kodon and til in the poor soils and cotton in tho better soils 
predominate. There is little rabi except in the good laud near village sites. In the 
low lying lands rice is grown in seasons of good rainfall. 

Kodon is chiefly grown in the hill tracts of Chhibii and Tarafihan; there is little 
in Darsendd. 

2. Cattle .—There are 207 cattle to tho square mile and 487 to the cultivated 
square mile. Ail over the pdthd, and especially in the forest tracts, gram is abundant 
and cattle are numerous ; indcod, the people depend to a groat extent for their sub¬ 
sistence on dairy produce and sale of young stock. 

Even in dry years there is generally grass more than enough for their require¬ 
ments. Both in 1878 and 1881, whon grass and fodder crops failed in other parts 
of tho district, many herds were sent for grazing to tho pastures of the Tarauhda 
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'bLv'DA. DI8TB1CT. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Statistics or Cultivation. 


1. Distribution of Cultivated Areas. —There were, when the statistics wero com¬ 
piled, 3,08,037 acres under cultivation ; of which 94,926 acres, or 30'8 per cent, are 
proprietor’s sir, each proprietor holding on an average 12'7 acres. 

Privileged tenants only cultivate 396 acres, or 0'1 per cent., holding 8'8 acres each, 
and paying Rs. 2-9-5 per acre. Tenants, with a right of occupancy, cultivate 1,11,385 
acres, or 36*2 per cent., paying 11s. 2-8-8 per acre, and holding 6*1 acres each. 

Tenants-at-will hold 98,028 acres, or 31*8 per cent., cultivating 4'9 acres each, 
and paying Re. 1-14*11 per acre. 

The remaining 3,392 acres, or 1*1 per cent., is rent-free. 

Comparing these statistics with those of other districts, I find that the area of sir 
land is unusually large. We find here nearly 31 per cont. of the whole area cultivated 
by proprietors. In Fatehpur I only found 12'5 per cent, of sir. In Aligarh tho 
Karwi standard was more nearly approached, 22 per cent, being their proprietor’s 
sir. 

In Karwi the proportion of cultivating proprietors is very large. In many 
villages, too, cultivators are scarce, and the proprietors are obliged to keep in their own 
bands all the land which cauuot be let, or which has been thrown up on aocount of bad 
seasons. 

2. Average Holdings. —'Comparing the size of holdings, we find that the occu¬ 
pancy tenant holds 57 acres (as an average holding), while in Fatehpur he holds 5-4 
acres, and in Maiupurf 4'5 acres. 

Tenants-at-will hold 4*8 acres each against 4 - 5 in Malnpurl and four acros in 
Fatehpur. 

The Bundclkhand tenant has, however, nearly always a good doal of uncultivated 
land also in his holding, as a certain amount is left fallow every year. 

I show for oach pargana the proportion of land hold by cultivating proprietors 
and by oach class of tenants. The sir holdings arc largest in DarsondA, whore there 
aro numerous petty proprietors, Thakurs, and Brahmins ; while they are smallest in 
TarauhAu, where a large proportion of estates belong to single proprietors :— 


Tenants. 



Considering the large area of waste land, population is certainly not pressing hard on 
the means of subsistence, and there is far moro grazing land available than in any 
Dodb district I have soon. 


3. Comparatively small area held by occupancy tenants .—Occupancy tenants 
only hold 36 - 2 per cont. of the area, while in Fatehpur they hold 64 per cent., in Main- 
puri 61 per cent., in Farakhabad 64 per cont., in Etfiwah 57 per cent., in Etah and 
Shahjahfinpur 61 per cont. Only in Aligarh is there a proportion approaching that of 
Karwi, there 29 por cent, is hold by occupancy tenants. 
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The causes, however, are different. In Aligarh there is a constant struggle between 
proprietors and tenants, the former trying to prevent the latter from obtaining occu¬ 
pancy rights. 

In that district there are many wealthy and powerful landlords who have the 
natural aversion of an aristocracy' to their tenants obtaining rights which would make 
them independent. There being little waste, too, the domand for land is groat. 

In Karwi, on the other hand, the quantity of land exceeds the demand and occu¬ 
pancy rights were little disputed, proprietors being, as a rule, willing to havo a stable 
class of cultivation. But land is constantly thrown up on account of bad seasons, and 
tho growth of kans, and thus the growth of occupancy rights, is retarded. 

It must be remembered, however, how unusually large is the proportion of sir. 

Adding the sir laud to the occupancy holding, we find that 67 per cent, of the 
area is either cultivated by yeoman proprietors, or held by protected tenants. This is 
not a bad proportion, though smaller than iu Fatohpur, where 76 per cent, of the area 
was held by these classes. 

In Fatehpnr, however, occupancy tenants cultivated 75 per cent, of the land held 
by tenants, while here they only cultivate 53 per cent. 
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BJtNDA DIBTRICT. 


CTIAPTER V. 

FISCAL HI8TUBY. 

1. Previous Settlement .—Tho greator part of tho territory contained in tbe 
present sub-division of Banda was acquired by the treaty of Puna from tho Peshwa 
in 1803. 

By this treaty it was stipulated that territory to tho south of tho Jamn6, paying 
a revenue of thirty-six lakhs, should be ceded to the Company, to he taken from the 
country wrested by the Nawab All Bahadur (a Mahratta leader) and his ally, the 
Gosb&ln Maharnjd Hi mm.at Bahadur, from the Bundola chiefs. 

The Goshdin chief submitted at once to the Company, and became their ally in 
tho struggle with tho Nawdb. It thus happened that while the territory of tbe latter 
was at once annexed the Goshdin was allowed to retain his parganas for the support 
of his troops during his lifo, and they were not annexed till after his death in 1804. 

Most of tho present sub-division of Karwi belonged to the Mahfirdjd’s jaiddd, 
and only came uudor settlement in 1805. But the setth ment for this your was merely a 
winding up of the Goshdin’s accounts effected by Captain Baillio. In 1806 ho conducted 
a settlement of the jdiildd, but in that year it was determined to amalgamate these 
tracts with the territory taken from tho Nawdb. Mr. Erskine, the first Collector, 
had already made a settlement for the threo years 1214—16 (1806—8) for the original 
district, and he now made a biennial settlement for the Goshdin parganas which coin¬ 
cided with the last two years of the triennial settlement. 

A portion of the present Karwi sub-division had belonged to the original district 
conquered from Nawdb Ah' Bahadur, and in these one-year settlements had been mado 
for 1212 and 1213 by Mr. Erskine, before bo concluded his first triennial settlement. 
But these early settlements wore merely continuations of the old domand nnder the 
Nawdb’s Government, checked by tbe reports and estimates of the native officials. 

Tho first real settlement for tbe whole district was that for the years 1214—16 
(1806—8). After this time the distinction between the Goshdin Mahardjds* jdidad 
and tho original district disappears. 

Tho revenue fixed for tho tract constituting the present sub-division was 
Rs. 3,79,879. 

Tho Government of tho day wishod to make tbe settlement permanent as it stood 
in 1216 ; but Mr. Erskine was opposed to tho proposal on the ground that nothing 
was really kuowu of the resources of the district. 

The introduction of the proposed permanent settlement was therefore postponed 
for 10 years. 

Mr. Erskine thought that two-thirds of the cultivable land was cultivated; he 
deplored the absence of wells and tanks, and constantly urged tbe zaminddrs to take 
taktlvi advances for their construction. In 1216 the Board granted Rs. 24,000 for the 
purpose. During Mr. Er9kine’s administration there were some bad seasons. In 1215 
there.was a general failure of the kharif, and 1216 was not a good year. He grantod 
many remissions, and seems to have modified his jama freely even during the currency 
of the settlement. 

But still considerable balances accrued : for tbe year 1807-1808 Rs. 60,796 were 
struck off for tho district as irrecoverable. Those were in great part, however, due 
to tho depredations ol’the hawiitti who bad not yet been suppressed in Bundclkhand, 
and who each year prevented much land from being brought under cultivation. 

Tho second regular settlement was conductor! for the years 1217—19(1809— 12) 
by Mr. IVaucbope. Tho revcuuo fixod for the sub-division was Hs. 3,86,032. 

Mr. Wauchopo proposed that the jama of the last year should be permanent. 

Mr. Wauehope also complained of the inequalities of the hhejberdr system, and 
the Board proposed its abolition as “ inconsistent with the idea of a permanent trans¬ 
ferable property to be held under a fixed invariable assessment." 
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The .Governor-General, liowever, feared that the result would be to throw maoh 
land out of cultivation, and he desired that a fiual revision of the assessment should be 
made with reference to the quantity of waste land in each village. 

Sales for arrears commenced during this settlement. 

This settlement was allowed to run on with hardly any change till 1222 Fasli. 
The latter years of the settlement wore, unfortunately for the country, seasons of great 
prosperity for Buudelkhand. For in 1223 Fasli (or 13)5-16) the “ memorable settle¬ 
ment” by Mr. E. Scott Waring was made. 

Mr. Wright, who effected the settlement under Regulation IX. of 1833, thus 
described Mr. Waring’s system; — 

“ AH former settlements appear to have been effected without any knowledge of 
the capabilities of estates, and chiefly upon the information and opinions furnished by 
the local officers. It could not therefore be expected that the demands should bo 
very equitable upon such vague and uncertain data. 

To raise the revenue seems to have been the main object, and let tho means be 
wliat they might, so long as an increase of revenue was obtained, it was received as 
an indication of prosperity, and limits to the power and possibility of paying appear 
never to have been contemplated. 

The agricultural population seems to have been considered as in league to con¬ 
ceal their income and defraud the State. Year after year had the revenue been raised, 
and the more the zamindars paid, the more was it thought they could pay. The settle¬ 
ment now under notice seems to have been eminently influenced by these principles. 
No limit was adopted, and whoever made the best offer got the estate. It is not too 
much to say that the basis of Mr. Waring’s settlement was “ competition.” Estates 
were, in a manner, put up to auction, and moneyed men, ignorant of malguzari affairs 
and the capabilities of soils, came forward, as if influenced by a perfect mania, to ruin 
■themselves and all concerned. The zaidudar population, the proprietors of the soils, 
urged on by a pressure of speculating farmers, agreed to terms which their own judg¬ 
ment told them wore such as they could nover continue to fulfil ; but willing to do 
their best, and to prevent tho admission of straugers, they may be said to have agreed 
to the wishes of the Collector. At that time, from all accounts, tho people were in 
flourishing circumstances, the soils universally productive, seasons propitious, and 
prices of grain steadily remunerative. But the State demand exceeded all that this 
delightful state of things could continue to pay. 

Mr. Mayne remarked that “the jama was raised in 1223 Fasli (or A.D. 1815-1G) 
from Rs. 14,94,908 to Rs. 19,21,226, wbichin 1819-20 rose to Rs. 20,36,503! !—and, 
strange to say, the domand was paid; but there is no doubt it was paid by extensive 
drafts on the prosperity of former years, and transfers of property became very 
numerous.” 

In the Karwi sub-division the jama was raised from Rs. 3,86,032 to Rs. 4,81,450, 
or by 24*7 per cent. 

The Board of Revenue sanctioned these enormous enhancements without hesita¬ 
tion, and the Government of India, although after some hesitation, confirmed tho 
settlement, paying at the same time a tribute to the care and skill with which 
Mr. Waring had estimated the resources of the district. 

A few months afterwards Mr. Waring sent up proposals to sell estates the aggre¬ 
gate balances of which were Rs. 1,86,249. The Board, after some demur, confirmed 
the sales. 

Land only sold for one-fourth of the jama. Yet undoubtedly the enormous 
demand, five lakhs more than the district now pays, wub realised. It was not till after 
the conclusion of the terms of Mr. Waring’s settlement that the district broke down. 

Mr. Wright ascribed this to the fact that during Mr. Waring’s administration a 
great demand for cotton arose. This was grown with great advantage on newly cul~ 

5 
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tivated Boils. His theory was, that none but virgin forest land will produce good cotton, 
and that on this land produce doos not depend on the mode of cultivation. Mr. Mayne 
agreed with this, and wrote :—“ No art will produce such quantity and quality from 

an old soil as nature will from an equal extent of land that has nover before had a 

plough, though that land may ho weak and poor, and its productive power not last 
moro than a year or two. The Bfmda new lands, therefore, failed and the district fell 
back to its old state of produce, uud the demand for cotton, as the American marts 
were opened, became less. The revenue demand, however, was continued without 
interruption. 

“Another cause of the fall of the Banda district was this. Wealth and popula¬ 
tion were attracted to British Bundclkhaud by the terrible disorders existing in those 
days in tho native adjacent states. As comparative order and security were intro¬ 
duced into tho native states, cultivators no longer flocked to our districts, and local 
speculators found a wider field for tho investment of their money.” 

Mr. Waring’s settlement was for the years 2223—27 (1815—20), the first settle¬ 
ment for five years. 

I may note that Mr. Waring’s enhancement was far less in pargana Tarauh&n 
than in cither of tho moro western parganus of the sub-division. 

In Chhihu ho raised the revenue by 39 per cent, and in Darsend4 by nearly 26 
per cent., while in Tarauhun the incrcaso was only 102 per cent. 

It Is impossible to exaggerate the importance to the pargana of this fortunate 
exemption from crushing over-assessment in the early years of British administration. 
A standard of comparative prosperity and comfort was then established, which has 
novor entirely disappeared. 

Tho fourth scttlomont was for tho years 1228—32 (1820—25). The old revnnno 
was simply curried on with reduction in villages which had broken down. The revenuo 
of the sub-division was Ils. 4,62,399. 

Yet., in 1820, Mr. Campbell, the Collector, pointed out the evil effects of 
Mr. Waring’s assessments. He thought the eastern tracts not very hoaviiy assessed, as 
in them there were few resignations. But in tho rest of the district one-half of tho land 
had been resignod. He ascribed this to competition and over-assessment. Old pro¬ 
prietors had paid anything asked to save their villages from passing to farmers, and 
farmers had offered impossible sums which they could never realizo. 

The farming system was only bolstered up by appointing amlns to assist tho 
farmors in collection, and this led to much oppression. Mr. Campbell condemned the 
farming system, but said that it had heen so disastrous to the farmers that, except in 
the case of a few men who had private means, no oilers could bo renewed. 

The value of land had fallen almost to nothing, and proprietors would sell for the 
mere payment of an arrear of revenue. 

Lately 84 villages woro put up for sale, but only 14 were even bid for, and it was 
on this account that it becuine necessary to depute amins to assist the farmers to col¬ 
lect rents. 

During the five years of Mr. Waring’s settlement 54 villages were sold for arrears 
annually. 

Mr. Campbell explained the previous regular collection of the revonno to the fact 
that “ for some years hack unusual and enormous profits had prevailed owing to tho 
famine and tho MahruLt.4 war. These two causes had then ceased, or rather changed, 
i.c.) the markets elsewhere were overstocked, while B4nda had a famine; hut tbore was 
no capital wherewith to import grain,” 

Mr. Waring’s revenues were, in fact, only realized by the severest measures, and 
even this was only possible in favourable seasons ; but in 1819 there was scarcity in 
Bundclkhaud, the kharlf having failed, and wheat having sold at seven scors per rupeo. 
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The fifth sottlcmentwas for tho years 1233—37, and tho revenue fixed, Rs, 4,60,567, 
differed little from that of the fourth settlement. 

The state to which tho district generally had been roduced at this time by 
Mr. Waring’s assessments is shown by the following remarks of Mr. Wright:—- 

“ The zaminddrs had, for 10 years, gone on paying the revenue by every means 
at their command, and tlieir will and exertions under patient sufferings are on record, 
proving them unequalled as good subjects. By degrees the revenue fell off, the 
people became dispirited, the soil and seasons failed, the cultivation was neglected, 
tho country became overrun with kans grass, and tho greatest part of the district in 
1237 Fasli presented tho melancholy appearance of almost general bankruptcy. 

“ Nothing could be uioro gloomy than the prospect of the zila about the close of 
1237 Fasli. The transfer of an immense quantity of landed property was caused, and 
this sad state of things was forced upon the attention of Government, which brought 
about an equally general measure of relief; for a proclamation was accordingly made, 
that all who pleased might resign their miilgnzari engagements. Of tho 1,092 estates 
in the whole district, 588 were resigned, and placed under kham tahsll management, 
and romained so during tho years 1238, 1239, and 1240 Fasli. No remarks of mine 
can show tho depressed state of the district more completely than does the necessity 
which called for such a measure of relief as the above. I may here mention that the 
revenue of tho 588 resigned estates amounted to more than two-thirds of the whole 
district.” 

The estates which were not resigned were nearly all situate in the eastern par- 
ganas of Tarauhuu,, Chhibd, and Bhadausa. These wore comparatively remote 
tracts, and did not offer any temptations to the spacnlators who helped to run up 
Mr. Waring’s jamas; the more so as they possossed hardly any of the finer Bundel- 
khand soils, whose reputation led to tho ruinous completion for estates. All the 
villages of pargana Darscndii wero resiguod at this timo—from 1233 to 1240 
inclusive. 

In 1241 Mr. Begbie took up tho settlement of the resigned villages which had 
for three years been held iu kham management. This settlement was based on the 
kham tahsll accounts of tho previous years, and the principlo laid down was, that 
aftor deducting tho expenses of collection and management, the remainder should be 
taken as revenue. To ns this appears a harsh and one-sided system, as it allows 
nothing for proprietary profits ; hut, based as it was on realities, not on fancies, it 
afforded a beneficial and mueh-needod relief to the pooplo. Tho difference between 
Mr. Baghio’s settlement iu 1241 Fasli and that of Mr. Waring’s in 1223 was 
Rs. 5,32,000 for the district. In tho former was included tho jama of the unresigned 
estates. 

Mr. Beghie’s settlement, the sevonth settlement, was concluded for 15 years for the 
resigned estates, while tho jamas of other villages wero to run on till the settlement 
under Regulation IX. of 1833. Even for the resigned estates Government only 
sanctioned tho total jamas, leaving the distribution over the village areas, with tho 
investigation into tho record of rights, to be carried out during tho settlement under 
Regulation IX. of 1833. 

Tn the Karwi sub-division Mr. Bogbie reduced to Rs, 4,15,050. 

But tho amount of reduction was very different in the different parganas of the 
tract, and as his assessment, based, as it was on realities, is admitted to have been on 
the whole a fair one, tho result proves that the eastern parganas had not suffered 
ncarlv so much from over-assessmont as the western at this time. 

For while in the whole district tho reduction amounted to no less than Rs. 5,32,000, 
and while in Darsendu tho most western pargana of the sub-division the revenue was 
roduced from Rs. 2,29,511 to Rs. 1,90,270, in Tarauhan tho reluotioa was only from 
Rs. 1,03,297 to Rs. 1,00,131 ami in Chhibu from Rs. 1,27,759 to Rs. 1,23,949. 
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The khim tahsil management bad greatly benefited the laudboldera, and at tne 
settlement of 1241 thoir circumstaneos were far better than had ever been the case 
since Mr. Waring’s time. Tho katis grass, which had overrun so much laud, was 
being gradually got under, and the moderate settlement of Mr. Begbie confirmed 
these advantages to tho people. The district was in a fair way of recovery. Unfortu¬ 
nately, however, tho settlement was a progressive one : as it began to rise balances 
began to accrue. The season, too, again became unfavourable, although BAnda did not 
suffer from the terrible famine of 1838, and the district was not well prepared for the 
three years’ settlement which was now at hand. 

Mr. Wright was appointed, in 1841, to carry ont the settlement under Regulation 
IX. of 1833 for 30 years. Mr. Bird, tho senior member of the Board, had mado an 
estimate of the resources of tho district, nnd had come to the conclusion that the total 
revenue did not require alteration, and that only equalization and redistribution was 
wantod. Unfortunately, however, Mr. Wiight seems to have been determined to 
increase the revenue wherever tbero was any possible excuse for it. Ho mado a cal¬ 
culation that had Mr. Waring not raised the revenue so unreasonably, and had no 
highor demand than that now proposed been fixed, the district could have paid it, as 
tho actual amount collected since the cession was not less on an average than the 
revenue now proposed. But he forgot tho min which had been the effect of over- 
assessment, and which had led to the resignation of their estates by the majority of tho 
proprietors of tho district. 

Mr. Begbic’s original jamas were paid as they wore based on actual collections 
dnrin<r direct management. But oven bis progressive jamas wore too severe, and in 
1842 were difficult to realize. His maximum revenue would not have been reached 
till 1255 Fasli (1848-49). 

Year by year as the revenue rose it became more difficult to realize, and sales 
and farms recommenced. Yet Mr. Wright., acting contrary to the spirit of his instruc¬ 
tions, made an increase for tho district on the highest jama of Mr. Begbie’s settle¬ 
ment of Ra. 29,200 exclusive of Rs. 31,377 for resumed imiAlI lands. Ilis total revenue 
was Ra. 1G,27,364, and including a very hea\y cliaukidari demand Rs, 17,04,755. 

lu tho Karwi sub-division the revenue fixod was Rs. 4,43,874, being an increase 
of 6'9 per cent. 

In pargana DarsendA the increase was small, from Ra. 1,90,270 to Ra. 1,93,325. 
This pargana bad already suffered bo much from over-Bssessment, that any greut 
increase was impossible. 

In Chhibu, on the other baud, the roveuuc was raised by 117 per cent from 
Ra. 1,23,949 to Ra. 1,38,493. 

In Tarauhdn he raised from Rs. 1,00,831 to Rs. 1,13,570, or by 12 per cent. 
These perganas had suffered less from over-assessment in the early years of our rule, 
but still the effect of Mr. Wright’s enhancements was disastrous, as was soon seen in 
numerous farms and sales for arrears, and in the transfer by sale and mortgage of 
very large areas at very low prices. 

This will be more fully described when in the next section I show, in detail, tho 
working of this settlement. 

It was shown that the district could not pay without great distress more than tho 
revenue fixed by Mr, Begbie, the only assessment which had ever been based on 
actual facts, and not on theories and surmises. 

Mr. Wright’s settlement worked so badly, that Government refused to confirm 
it. In 1845 tho Secretary to Government wrote to the Board that groat balances 
had accrued, and w'ere still outstanding, while more were apprehended. “This is 
variously attributed to bad seasons, over-assessment, and erroneous or defective record 
of rights.” 
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Mr. Rose, tho Colleetor, was therefore sent to revise the settlement, and he was 
empowered to rednee the demand for a few years or permanently, hut was directed 
to use this power sparingly and cautiously. Practically, he hardly reduced in the dis¬ 
trict, and, not at all in Karwi. 

As might havo been expected, no good resulted from this so-called revision ; and 
in 1848 Mr. Edgeworth was directed to make some reduction. This was merely 
nominal in the sub-division : ho only reduced to Rs. 4,39,717. 

The petty reductions made by Mr. Rose and Mr. Edgeworth were of no use 
whatever ; they only completed the demoralization which over-assessment had com¬ 
menced, and encouraged the people to hope that, by refusal to pay, tliev might obtain 
further reductions. Iloavy balances accrued and extensive sales took place. Then— 
to use Mr. May lie’s words—“l'arzi names of proprietors and chicanery of all possible 
sorts were brought into play to avoid paying the Government revenue, and all sorts 
of irregularities crept into the administration of the district.” 

A succession of bad seasons completed the misery of the district, and year by 
year, in spite of the severest coercive measures, the balances increased. 

Mr. Cust was appointed to the charge of the district in 1852. XIis administra¬ 
tion was of the most vigorous and unrelenting typo. The whole system of farzi 
proprietors and of combinations to avoid paying revenue was suppressed, and for the 
first tamo the joint responsibility of the sharers of tho largo patid&ii villages was 
enforced. The landholders learnt that balancos would no longer bo allowed, and that 
at whatever cost tho demand must ho paid. 

But suffering caused by this vigorous administration must have been very great, 
the moreso as, during the whole time, tho seasons were unfavourable. 

In his report for 1854-55 Mr. Cast, after congratulating himself on his success 
in collection iu spite of the bad season, wrote :—“ I cannot, however, conceal from my¬ 
self that this state of things will not last if another agricultural year prove as bad 
as tho last. 1 know by the experience of my kbam villages what heavy rent 
balances have had to be remitted to starving cultivators. I know the large sums lost 
in having to sow twice tho rabi lands. I hoar on all sides of transfers of properties 
to meet tho Government demand, and the general feeling of the hardness of the times. 
I have lived among the people alone for many months; thero has been great suffer¬ 
ing and is still greater depression: our staples have failed, but still the collections hove 
been made by uu unremitting system and supervision. Jf the season next year is as 
bad as the present, there will be but ouc course, and that will bo remission. 

Yet, strange to say, Mr. Cust was opposed to any reduction of tho revenue, fie 
was in favour of liberal remissions, takavi advances when called for, and a very careful 
management of the district. 

I fear we can only say that Mr. Cost displayed a zoal, energy, and industry 
worthy of a better cause. No district, officer has ever overcome greater difficulties. 
Mr. Mayue wrote of his administration '“ Tho zamindars were taught that they had a 
master whom no species of chicanery could deceive, no throats nor tears would cause to 
swerve one inch from the policy he had assumed, and whom they could not blind. 
They fought long ami hard with him, aud many a severe tussle took place iu tho Civil 
Courts ; but ho won his point in almost every case, and they at last humbled down. 
The people were made to pay, aud they did pay in spite of had seasons, but I believe 
not without much sacrifice. Much property privately changed hands, aud many 
zamindars were reduced to great poverty by being obliged to pay two or three years’ 
revenue, or a portiou of it, from their private resources.” 

But all this energy, after all, was expended in maintaining a revenue which, in the 
end, ho himself admitted, necessitated liberal remissions, and which after his departure 
was acknowledged to he oppressive and unjust—a revenue on which, from motives of 
justice aud policy, Government soon afterwards sanctioned largo reductions. 

a 
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Fortunately, a more generous policy was now to be adopted. It was well for 
the district that Mr. Mayno was appointed Collector, an officer endowed with a rare 
onion of unswerving firmness and sympathy for the peoplo under his charge, which 
at once gave him an insight into their real position and wants, and secured to him an 
influenoo which enabled him without suspicion of weakness to effect whatover reform 
he thought necessary. 

Mr. Mayne wrote : I took charge of the district on the 1st March, 1855, and 

found the misgivings of Mr. Oust, expressed in his last administration report, very 
soon became painful facts. Seasons got rather worse than better. The harvests of 
the next two years in many instances proved utterly insufficient to meet the Govern¬ 
ment demand ; and, in other cases, after paying the Government, demand, little or 
nothing was left for the support of the cultivators. The distress was exceedingly great, 
and many destitute people fled to more genial soils. Liberal remissions and tukavi 
advances for seed were granted after careful enquiry, but still the relief did not cover the 
distress; and it is quite true, as observed by Mr. Muir, that the realization of the 
Government revenue ought never to be dependent on such internal aid, aud tho 
repeated annual grants of remission open a wide field for peculation aud dishonesty. 
A great portion of the jama was paid by private sale and mortgage of the lands ; 97 
properties, paying an aggregate jama of Rs. 4,039, were actually sold on this account 
by private contract in 1855-5(1, besides mortgages. Kans grass bad spread to a moat 
alarming extent, and thrown thousands of acres out of cultivation ; from this and other 
causes upwards of 600,000 acres have been thrown waste since tho settlement in 
1841-42. The seasons continued to bo most unpropitious, the resources of the people 
were completely ruined, and they had quite lost heart. 

li The necessity of taking some effectual measures for the hotter financial administra¬ 
tion of B6nda began to dawn on the authorities. It was allowed at last that the only truo 
remedy was to be found in a light assessment. Zandnd&rs may have originally combined 
to reduce tho Government jama : but if that jama was really fair, they would not persist 
for eighteen years in ruining their estates and allowing them to be sold and re-sold for a 
mere prospective advantage. And when the jama is only collected by moans of extensive 
private transfers and mortgages of the land by the sale of agricultural cattle and imple¬ 
ments of husbandry, by the cutting down and sale of the village orchards for timber, and 
by the sale of the tiles on their houses, and in some instances by the sale of their own 
children; where the people arc completely poverty-stricken, their houses deprived of ordi¬ 
nary household furniture, and the houses falling into ruins, their clothes threadbare, 
and themselves weak aud emaciated by hunger; where the cultivators are reduced to 
depend for support on the wild berries of the jungle, and water—an absolute neces¬ 
sary of life—owing to non-repairs of wells and tanks, is not procurable within several 
miles ; where laud is year by year falling out of cultivation, and the agricultural 
population diminishing, it is a pretty good proof that a district is over-assessed and 
requires some radical measure of relief. 77 The Collector reported “ thero are few 
villages in the Banda district which pay one-third rental over and above'the Govern¬ 
ment jama ; some no doubt pay more, but the generality pay less, many very much 
less, and many no profits at all. In some few villages the rental Las not for years 
reached the jama/ 7 

In February, 1S57, the Lieutenant-Governor sanctioned liberal reduction on 
Mr. Mayne’s representations. A survey and collection of statistics was at once com¬ 
menced. But this work was interrupted by the mutiny, and when order was re-estab¬ 
lished in May, 1858, all records of tho survey had been destroyed. Moanwhilo, 
anarchy and the oxactions of a lawless soldiery had indefinitely added to the misery 
of the district; many villages bad been destroyed by fire ; cultivators had vanished, 
and tho noxious kans had made terrible ravages. 

The whole sub-division suffered greatly at this period. Tile Marahta Naruyan 
Rao had seized Karwl and assumed the administration of the sub-division. His sol¬ 
diery in m8Dy places treated the people with great cruelty and plundered and burned 
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many villages: pargana Darsendd especially was very unfortunate. The turbulent 
Tliaknr proprietors of the largo patidari villages kept up an internecine warfare with 
each other, and opposed both the British officials and those of Naniyan Rao. The 
latter inflicted severe punishment in some eases, and on the re-establishment of the 
British power, many villages belonging to rebellious communities were confiscated. 
Even before tho mutiny Mr. Mayne said that the pargana had suffered much from 
high assessments and the ravages of kuna, and in 1858 its condition was deplorable. 

It was impossible to wait for re-measurement in any part of the district; relief to 
be effective must be immediate; and Mr. Mayne was directed to mako a summary 
reduction, based on bis own local knowlcdgo aud on such data as could be at once 
collected. 

Fortunately the records of the settlement bad been saved, together with Mr. 
Cust’s valuable manuscript notes, and Mr. Mayne had before the mutiny acquired 
considerable knowledge of the villagos which most required relief. lie had also 
bofore him Mr. Begbie’s settlements, which were generally fair, and which agreed 
pretty closely with the assessments previously before Mr. VVaring’s ruinous settlement 
of 1223. The work was conducted with great tact aud discretion, and without giving 
rise to hopes which would have induced the pcoplo to combine to force the Collector’s 
band. 

Consequently tho reductions, being unexpected, wore joyfully received, and at 
once began to produce a good effect. The people knew, too, that, uulike tho petty 
changes made by Mr. Rose and Mr. Edgeworth, these reductions were final, and that 
the revised jamas must be paid without fail till the end of tho settlement. 

Mr. Mayno reduced the jama of tho whole district by 17 6 per cent. 

In Karwi he reduced by 18 per cent. 

In pargana Darsendd, where the distress was greatest, he reduced by 18 per cent. 
In Chhfhii he reduced by 16 per cent., and in Tarauh&u, which was better off than any 
other pargana, by only l2 - 8 per cent. 

The reductions were liberal and discriminating, and brought the revenuo of the 
sub-division far below Mr. Waring’s standard and even considerably below Mr. Beg¬ 
bie’s. It was, in fact, the lowest demand which had yet been fixed in the sub-division. 

These liberal reductions were followed by a series of good seasons, and the sub¬ 
division gradually recovered a considerable amount of prosperity. The revenue had 
been revised iu nearly all tho villages where it pressed with severity ; and in the 
absence of aDy groat calamities of seasons it would undoubtedly have been paid with¬ 
out difficulty till the end of the settlement. But the drought and scarcity of 1868-69, 
followed by the untimely rains of subsequent years, again throw tho people into diffi¬ 
culties, aud kans again began its ravages, especially iu Darsendd. Largo areas were 
thrown out of cultivation, chiefly in tho mar and kabar tracts. The revenue was, 
however, collected even during these years, though undoubtedly at the cost of great 
distress among the large proprietary bodies of Thakurs. Much land, too, was transferred 
at low prices by sale and mortgage, and the money-lending and trading classes addo l 
considerably to their possessions. 

Still, on the whole, it may be said that the assessment, as revised by Mr. Mayne, 
bore the great strain which was placed on it as much as the revenuo was collect¬ 
ed, even when increased by tho addition of the 10 per cent, ccss in 1874 on the 
conclusion of tho term of settlement; and it must be remembered that, no matter 
what revenue is fixed in Banda, it will not bear tho trial of bad seasons without caus¬ 
ing great distress unless the collections are made on a far more elastic system than 
that which may be suitable in tracts which arc less affected by the vicissitudes of 
seasons. 

In Bundelkband cycles of magnificent harvests, during which oven heavy reve¬ 
nues are easily paid, are succeeded by periods of depression and scarcity, daring which 
the lightest demand, if rigidly collected, would cause great distress. The true policy 
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seems to me to be not to impose very light jamas which involve too great a loss of 
public revenue in good yoars, and which probably cauuot be fully collocted in bad years 
without hardship, but to fix a fair, full demand which should, howovor, be collected 
with discrimination, suspension, and where necessary remissions, being liberally grantod 
on account of failure of crops. 


The following statomont shows the successive assessments with tho periods during 
which they wore in force, tho result of Mr. Mayno’s revision, and the revonue in force 
at the closo of the period of settlement:— 


First settle¬ 
ment 1314 to 
1210 Fasli. 

Second 
settlement 
1217 to 
1319 Fasli. 

Third 
settlement 
132.1 to 
1227 Fasli 

Fourth 

settlement 

1228 to 
1232 h'asli. 

1 

Fifth 

settlement 

1 $33 to 
1137 Fasli. 

Sixth 
settlement 
1241 to 
'2S5 Fasli. 

: Seventh 
! settlement 

1 under regu¬ 
lation IX. of 
1 1833, 1260 

1 to 1979 

1 Fasli. 

Mr. 

Mflvno'a 
revision 
in 1267 
Fasli. 

Present 

revenue. 

Rs. 

Us. 

Es. 

Es. 

Es. 

Es. 

Rs. 

Us. 

Us. 

3,73,879 

8,80,032 

4,81,450 

4,62,399 

4,60,307 

i 

4,15,060 

4,43,874 

3,60,183 

8,67,84* 


2. Working oj last Settlement. —The area sold for arrears of revenue during tho 
term of sottloment was vory largo—1,50,473 acres—while tlic price realizod was only 
04 year’s purchase of tho revonue. In addition 78,217 acres were farmed for arrears, 
so that altogether 2,28,(590 acres, or 33 4 per cent, of the wholo area, were transferred 
oither temporarily or permanently for arrears of revonue. 

Transfers of all hinds amounted to 3,10,597 acres, or 497 por cent, of the whole 

area. 

If we count transfers, however often repeated, the area transferred was 6,26,793 
acres, or 91 ‘5 per cent, of tho area. 


The following form shows the extent of tho transfers: — 



Estates. 

Area. 

Revenue. 

Estate! In which less than 4 annas have changed hands 

Estates in which more than 4 and less than 8 annas bare changed 
hands 

Estates in which more than 8 and less lhan 12 annus have changed 
hands. 

Estates in which abore 12 annas have changed hands „. 

Total 

Estates in which no transfer took (dace ... ... ... 

77 

117 

68 

216 

13,530 

63,783 

46,390 

3,27,888 ' 

Rs. a. p, 

8.662 9 O 
36,926 O 2 

82,664 * 8 

1,46,201 7 10 

477 

3,40,697 

3,28,353 3 8 

173 

3,44,763 

1,96,281 2 9 


In addition 23 estates and parts of 10 estates, with un area of 68,681 acres and a 
revenue of Ks. 42,157, were confiscated for rebellion. 


Tho following form shows tho transfers with prices divided into two periods, one 
from 1250 to 1265—the period from tho settlement till tho mutiny and up to tho 
timo of Mr. Mayjio’s revision—the second from Mr. Mayno’s revision till the close 
of tho settlement, 1266—1269 :— 

Tramfeis from 1250 till 1265 Fasli. 


Modo of transfers. 


Price. 

Jama, 

ATcrupA 
price per 
acre. 

Number 
of years* 
purchase 
of 

jama. 

Private sale ... ... 

Mortgage 

Sold by orders of court ... ... 

Sold for arrears of revenue ... „. 

Total 

64,990 

33,629 

17,432 

96,768 

Es. a, p. 

82,100 9 11 
61,318 11 3 

9,975 0 0 

17,718 13 1 

Es. a. p. 

54,340 0 0 

17,170 1 4 

6,909 1 4 

49,198 S 0 

Es a p. 

14 3 

2 2 11 

0 9 11 

0 2 11 

15 

3-9 

1-4 

0 4 

2,08,709 

1,01,313 a 8 

1,27,617 13 8 

0 12 9 

13 
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Transfer* from 1266 till 1279 Fasli. 


Mode of transfer*. 

Area, 

Price. 

Jama. 

Arer* £e 
price per 
acre. 

Number 
of years, 
purcha sc 
of jama. 

Private sale 

Mortgage ... ... 

Sold by orders of court 

Sold for arrears of revenue ... ... 

Total 

92, as 1 
47,668 
26.156 
6,491 

Rs, a, p. 

3,31,162 14 2 

11,79,991 12 7 
32,126 16 7 

6,300 0 6 

its a. p. 

56 861 7 3 

28,116 1 7 

1 1,74,7 a 9 ' 
8,370 0 0 


S '8 

84 

2-7 

0 6 

1,72,668 

5,48.581 10 4 

1,05,063 12 7 

3 2 10 | 

5 2 


Total of both periods. 


Private sale ... ... ... 

1 

1.57,451 

4,(8,469 

t 

I 

1 , 11 , 20 ] 

13 

3 

2 

10 

0 

3'7 

Mortgage 

71 08 7 

2,33,310 

7 

10 

45,285 

2 

11 

3 

4 

1 

a»j 

Sold by orders of court ... 

43,588 

42,101 

15 

7 

18,616 

5 

1 

0 

15 

6 

2’3 

Sold fur arrears of revenue ... 

1,03,249 

23,013 

(3 

1 

57,568 

6 

0 

0 

3 

7 

01 

Total ... 

3,75,375 

7,09,895 

5 

7 

2,32,671 

10 

3 

1 

u 

S 

SI 


Unfortunately there were many transfers during both periods where, owing to the loss 
of papers, the prices cannot be discovered. I show the areas thus transferred with the 
jamas:— 


Transfers from 1250 till 1265 Fasli. 


Mode of transfers, 

Area. 

Jama. 

Private sale ,«« ... ... ... ... 

Mortgage ... ... ... ... ... 

Sold by orders of court ... ... ,j ... 

Sold lor arrears of revenue,., ... ... 

Total ... j 

1,49,994 

24,706 

11,518 
47,224 

Ka. a. p. 

78,350 3 io 
19,936 7 10 
7,260 14 ff 
*7,740 8 0 

2,36,442 

1,33,288 # g 

Transfers from 1266 till 1279 Fasli. 

Private sale ... ... ... ... 

Mortgagi ... ... ... ... ... 

Sold by orders of court ... ... ... Ml 

Sold for arrears of revenue... . ... ... lM 

IS 138 
2,326 
512 

7,028 6 9 
1,827 6 9 
502 14 9 

Total 

14,976 

9,358 12 3 


Total of both period. 


Private sale ... ... 

Mortgage 

Sold by orders of court 
Bold for arrears of revenue... 


Ml 




Total 


**• 

1,62,132 

85,378 10 7 

**» 

27,032 1 

21,763 14 7 

• M 

15,030 

7,763 13 3 


47,224 

27,740 8 0 

»•* 

2,51,418 

1,42,646 14 6 


I show the amount of laud alienated in each pargana with the price realizes 
during each period and for the whole term of the settlement : — 


Pargana. 

Percentage 

aiimatovL 

Yearn of 
purchase of 
revenue of 
first period, j 

| Years of 

I purchase of 
j revenue of 
second period. 

Years of 
purchase of 
'■evenlit- of 

whulc term 

Dursenda 



61 0 

1-3 



Chhiftu 



50 1 

1 3 j 

do 


Taraubait ... ... 

4*9 

• »« 

48-4 

11 

GO 

3-6 

Sub-Division 



497 

1-3 

] 

5'2 

3-1 


From this it will be seen that there was not much difference in tire proportion of 


land alienated in each of the three parganas, and that iu all land was nearly equally 
worthless duriug the first period. 


7 
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But during the second period tlicro was a marked difference in the value of land. 
While in Darsondil land only sold for ih8 years’ purchase of the revenuQ, in 
Chhihu it realised 8’0 years’ and in Tarauhan 6 0 year’s purchase of the revenue. 
I have showu boforo that Darseudd had always suffered more than the more eastern 
parganas from over-assessment. 

I now show the trausfors after the conclusion of the term of settlement—from 
1280 to 1285 F. S. :— 


Mode of transfer. 

Area. 

Price. 

Jama. 

Number 

of 

years’ pur¬ 
chase of 
jama. 

Average 
price 
per acre. 


Acre*. 

Rs. a. p, 

Rs. u. p. 

Rs. u. p. 


Private sale ... 

6 7,675 

2,15,711 3 4 

33,23 G 3 5 

3 11 10 

6 5 

Mortgage ... ... 

36,0115 

1,45,1512 6 1 

22,700 It 1 

4 0 4 . 

6 4 

Sold liy orders of Court ... 

Sold for arrears of revenue 

12,022 

25,843 *2 10 

2.542 1 10 

2 0 9 

2 7 

Total 

1,06,395 | 

3,80,676 1 J 3 

f.5,479 0 4 

3 10 2 

59 


I show for each pargana the proportion alienated during this time, and the price 
realized:— 




Pargana. 


Percentage alien¬ 
ated. 

Years’ purchase. 

DaiseudA ... 

Ml 

Ml 


1 

la 3 

4-8 

Chhititi 



m 

• •• 1 

91 4 

73 

Tarofilian ... 

|M 


«** hi 

1 

142 ] 

64 




Sub-division 

*'* 

15-5 

5-9 


This period was one of depression on account of had seasons and the spread of 
k4us. Transfers wero numerous, and land sold at rather a lower price than during 
the second period. But it was many times more valuable than during the first 
period. 

Darseuda still retained its bad pre-eminence, land being of loss valuo than in the 
other parganas. 

From an examination of these statistics I deduce that the revenue fixed by 
Mr. Wright was oppressive, that its effects were increased liy bad seasons aud the spread 
of kiius, so that it became necessary to sell and farm a very largo area for arrears ; 
and that a great deal inoro was sold and mortgaged at almost nominal prices. 

After Mr. Mayne’s revision forced transfers ceased, aud land increased enormously 
in value up till the end of the term of settlement. 

After 1280 the large number of transfers within a few years shows that the 
period must have been one of agricultural distress, hut the. price realized—high for the 
district, though, lower than in the second period—shows that the revenue did not press 
so as to deter purchasers. 

The fiseal history of the tract from the cession up to the presen t time would 
appear to show dial Darsenda has always been the most heavily assessed pargana, and 
that even now it requires relief, although its condition was immeasurably improved by 
Mr. Mayne’s revision. 

In Chhihu Mr. Wright’s enhancements were enormous, and during the first period 
of the settlement tho revenue pressed with great severity. But the pargana had not 
suffered so much from previous over-assessment, and Mr. Muyno’s revision restored 
prosperity and the value of property. Tarauhan from special causes, had never 
suffered to any extent from over-assessment till the settlement under Regulation IX. of 
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1833 (Mr. Wright's), which certainly effected an enhancement hard to boar, and which 
tip to 1859 cansed groat distress. But Mr. Mayne’s revision soon restored prosperity 
to a pargana whose resources were elastic on account of tho absence of previous over- 
assessment. 

In these, eastern parganas the present valno of land is high as compared with 
Darsenda, thongh low as compared with other districts. 

All these considerations would lead to the conclusion that not much reduction 
was needed in these parganas, hut rather equalization, which no doubt would involve 
some reduction on the wliolo. 

Mr. Mayne’s revision was generous and discriminating, and it restored compara¬ 
tive prosperity to tho district. But he had little time for enquiry, and it will be readily- 
un lorstood that even alter the best of such summary settlements many cases of 
unequal distribution of revenue will be found. 

There are many villages in both parganas in which reduction is inevitable which 
in villages whore the statistics point to an increase it is often difficult to raise to the 
ftdl amount indicated on account of the number of sharers, and from tho fact that 
many proprietors are still suffering from the eflects of the unfavourable seasons which 
led to tlie groat spread of ktius a few years ago. 

These considerations would point to tho probability of some reduction even in the 
■eastern parganas, though not so much as iu Darscnda, and far less than was found 
necessary in the at all times more hcavily-assessod parganas of Banda proper. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Comparison of Areas of Past and Present Sob vets. 


1. Total Areas .—The statement below shows the areas of last settlement com¬ 
pared with those of present survey : — 




Noe-assessable Akea. 


Assessable Abba. 



Detail of 
Settlements, 

Total 
area in 

Reve¬ 

nue 

free. 



Cultivable. 


Cultivated. 

Total 

assess¬ 

able 

area. 

acres. 

Barren. 

Total. 

Waste. 

Lately 

aban¬ 

doned. 

Bighs. 

Irri¬ 

gated 

Uuirri- 

gsted. 

Total. 

Past settle¬ 
ment, 

1 

8,88,463 

4,097 

1,83,779 

1,87,876 

1,07,990 

4 9,738 

15,328 


3,27,821 

■ 3,27,621 

6,00,577 

Present set¬ 
tlement. 

7,25,411 

775 

1,24,374 

1,25,131 

3,12,328 

67,906 

| 12,609 

1,597 

8,08,740 

3,08,037 

6,00,280 


Thus the total area exceeds that of last settlement by 54 per cont. This is 
probably accounted for by the greater accuracy of the present survey and by changes 
in the area of villages liablo to fluvial action. 


2. Comparison of “ revenue free” area*. —At last settlement 4 097 acres were 
revenue free, but only 757 now remain, 3,310 acres having been resumed mostly 
within the few years following the settlement. 

3. Comparison of barren areas.— At last sottloment 267 per cent, of the area 
was recorded as barren; now only 17*1 was so recorded. 

There is hardly any t'tsar in the tract, and much entered 03 “ barren” at last settle¬ 
ment is certainly eulturable. 

4. Comparison of 11 new waste.” —At last settlement this amounted to 49,733 
acres, or 15'2 per cent, of tho cultivated area. At the reccut survey 67,906 acres, or 22 
per. cont were so recorded. 

At last settlement the amount was certainly below the average. 

5. Comparison of Cultivated Areas. —Cultivation has fallen from 3,27,621 acres 
to 3,08,037 acres, or by 6 0 per cent. The standard at last settlement was beyond 
question above the average, and the failure of the settlement was to a great extent 
owing to the fact that no allowance was made for this fact. 

Tho Settlement Officer assessed on tho abnormally high standard of cultivation 
and without allowance for the certainty that, on the occurrence of unfavourable seasons, 
this would fall off. 

The most striking fact in Bundclkhand agriculture is the variation iu the aroa 
under cultivation from year to year. 

Thus, in tho assessment of Darsendfi, I had to make allowance for cultivation 
being below a lair standard at tho lime. In assessing Ghbiluj and Tarauhau I hud 
to make allowance for the cultivated area being abnormally liigh. 

We may say roughly that the ordinary standard of cultivation has not varied 
since last settlement. 

6. Comparion of Irrigated Areas. —At last settlement no land was rocorded as 
irrigated. Now 1,279 acres, or 0'4 per cent., are so rocorded. Practically it may be said 
that irrigation hardly exists iu the district. It is almost confined to garden land near 
villages. 

7. Groves. —At last sottloment groves occupied 15,288 acres, or three per 
cent, of the assessable area. Now they occupy 12,009 acres, or two per coat, of that 
aroa. 
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In Fatohpur they occupied seven per cent. But tbe latter is a specially well- 
wooded district. In the mhr tracts of Karwi there are few trees, while in the southern 
tracts near the hills and everywhere near the streams there are luxuriant groves. 
Most are mahud groves, that tree taking the place of the mahud in the Doab, hut there 
are also many mangoes, especially in the neigbourhood of rivers. They require far 
more moisture than mahuaa. 

There has been a great deal of troublesome case work on the subject of tho tenure 
of these trees, and chiefly with regard to the mahua trees. Soinotimes a tenant pays 
a fixed sum annually for them, callod peri; this is considered ground-rent, and the 
tenant owns tho tree. Sometimes ho shares tho produce with the landlord, and then 
ho is supposed merely to got a share for his trouble in looking after tho troes, and the 
landlord is the owner. Peri is never paid on mango treos; either tho produce is 
shared, or (more frequently) he takes all. 

Many cases have arisen where zaminddrs had sold their lands many years ago, 
including all rights, to absentee landlords. They retained possession of their ances¬ 
tral groves in spite of tho conditions of the deed of sale ; and disputes only arose 
when the record of rights was being attested. So far as possiblo, suoh cases were 
settled by compromise. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Prices and Rental. 

1. Prices of Agricultural Produce .—In my Darsenda report I wrote :— 

“ It is very difficult to compare prices fairly in Banda, because about the time 
preceding last settlement they varied very much from year to year on account of 
variation in the character of the seasons. 

“ But taking a fairly average standard for the period preceding last settlement, and 
comparing it with the present standard, T consider that wheat and gram have risen 
about 60 per cent., and jotir and biijra about 70 per cent., in price.” 

These estimates were accepted by the Board of Revenue. 

In Fatehpur I found that prices had oidy risen 25 per cent, in the same period. 

But the circumstances were very different. In my Fatehpur report I wroto :— 

“ The rise in prices written the last 12 years has boon small as compared with 
that in the Upper Doab in Rohilkhand, not because prices are lower hero at present, 
but because they wore much higher 30 years ago, and so the rise to tho present level 
has not effected the same change. 

“ Thirty years ago tho prices were 20 por cent, lower in Aligarh than here ^ow 
they are about tho same level. 

“ Then the district had peculiar advantages for the disposal of its produce, as it 
was favourably situated between Allahabad and Cawnpore, had easy access to both 
groat rivers, and had groat facilities for exportation in overy direction. The railway 
has opened out other parts of tho provinces, and so has enabled supplies to be more 
evenly distributed, and lessened the peculiar advantages formerly enjoyed by tho 
Lower Do&b by equalizing prices to a great extent all over the country.” 

At last settlement, on the other hand, the Kanvi sub-division was specially back¬ 
ward. It is eminently one of the districts, referred to above, which has been since 
opened out by tho railway. 

Tho Jabalpur branch of the East Indian Railway runs through Chhibd and 
Tarauh&u, and good metalled road runs from one of the stations into the heart of tho 
tract. Tho railway is largely usod for tho export of surplus produce, and thus 
prices have, beyond question, been raised to a permanently higher standard. Much 
still, no doubt, remains to be done ; but, compared with what existed at last settlement, 
few districts have bcnclited more by improvements of communications than Karwi. 

In tbisjt had undoubtedly boon improved moro than BAnda proper, which is far 
more remote from tho railway. 

'Even the northern tract of tho sub-division, though far from the Jabalpur branch, 
is not remote from railway communication. Rajapur, on the Janma, in pargana 
Chbibu, is only 18 miles from the Sir&thu station of the East Indian Railwav, and the 
most western part of Darsonda which is most, distant from tho Jabalpur lino is only 
12 miles from the Kliaga station in the Fatehpur district. 

We may fairly say that partly owing to tho general fall in the value of silver 
and partly to increased facilities for disposing of the surplus produce, the rise iu prices 
in the district has been enormous. 

2. Past Rentals .—The assumed rental of last settlement was Rs. 6,65,861, 
Mr. Mayue’s assumed rental in 185!) was Rs. 5,53,134. 

What would tho present fair estimated rental of tho tract be? 

3 . Present Rental.— Increase in rental maybe caused by actual increase in 
produce, or by increaso in the value of tho produce. 

Increased produco may be due to actual increaso in cultivation, or to improved 
fertility of tho old area, duo to extended irrigation and to increase of population, which 
would lead to an increaso of manure of area. 
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Them has been no increase in cultivation : the figures would show a decrease, but 
probably cultivation has remained at about the same standard, varying from year to 
year according to the seasons. 

There was no irrigation at last settlement, and there is practically none now. 

Wo do not know exactly what was the population at last settlement; but at any 
Tate, since Mr. Mayne’s revision in 18511, there lias been little, if any, increase. 

The produce has, however, as I showed in the last section, increased greatly in 
value, and it is solely from this that we must expect a rise in rental. It remains to 
be seen if this rise is sufficient to counterbalance tlio reduction in the State share of 
the assets from two-thirds to one-half. 

I shall now try to show what is tlio present rental of the district. 

Up to this time I have given statistics of area for the whole sub-division, includ¬ 
ing the villages of which the rovenue have been permanently alieuated for religious 
purposes. 

Hut as T am now examining statistics for tlio express purpose of assessment, I shall 
in future exclude the villages not paying revenue to Government, as their inclusion 
would only introduce a disturbing element. 

Furthermore, to make this examination useful it is necessary to separate the 
patlui or hill villages from those of the plain country. Tho soils of the former are 
different ; they are far less productive ; they are rented ou a different principle ; and 
they pay far lower rents. It would he misleading to classify their soils together, or 
to apply the same rates. 

The plain circle includes the whole of pargana Darsendfc and the parts of par- 
ganas Chliibu and Tamilian being north and west of the first range of Vindhiyan 
hills. 

The hill circle comprises the villages of Chliibu and Taraulmn lying south and 
east of that range. 

The following form shows the contrast between the circles in proportion of culti¬ 
vated area to total area, in density of population, and in revenue rate ou cultivation :— 


Circle. 

Number of. 
Tillages. | 

1 

Total area. 

1 

Cultivated 

area. 

Cultivable 

area. 

Density of 
population. 

Existing 

revenue. 

Unto on cul- 
it ration. 



I 


1 


1(3. a. 

P- 

Rs. a. p. 


434 

6,17,03G 

2,52,807 

1,74,318 

255 8 

3,36,524 0 

0 

I 6 4 

Hill circle ... 

ll'U 

1,71.823 

36,2b 1 

1,06,1*0 

23*5 ^ 

21,318 0 

0 

0 9 5 


Tho statement below shows the recorded rentals for nine years from 1277 to 1285 
Fasli, inclusive : — 



1‘lain Circle . 

Hill Circle, 

. _ 

Year. 

Area. 

Kent. 

Area, 

Rent. 

1277 

1278 

4279 

1280 

1281 

1282 ... ... ••• 

1283 

1284 ... — “• 

1285 

5,59,256 

Es. a. p. 

5,69,737 0 0 

31,998 

Rs. a. p. 

35,690 8 o 

2,'»k,391 

5,69,875 7 6 

31,639 

35,750 11) 2 

2,42,710 

6,SO, 143 8 4 

31,464 

41,951 11 3 

2,30,854 

6,85,967 14 fi 

29,686 

39,565 10 11 

2,21,511 

5,66,907 1 7 

29 323 

39,180 14 1 

2.20,947 

6,02,158 13 10 

30,450 

59,936 14 lo 

2,19,217 

5,56,9.5 14 7 

31,118 

39,415 14 4 

2,22,398 

6,47,991 4 2 

32,81 l 

40,203 .3 4 

2,32,247 

5,65,243 7 3 

3',876 

39,538 3 i I 


But as no allowance is made for sir, these statistics are of little significance. 
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I now show the attested jamdbandip for each tract 


Kind of holdings. 

Plain Circle. 

1 

Hill Circle. 

Area. 

Rentals, 

Rate. 

Arc a. 

Rental. 

Rate. 


Acres. 

Rs, a. p. 

Ks. a. p. 

Acres. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Sir 

80,27S 

1,78,878 10 2 

2 3 8 

8,663 

8,243 1 2 

0 IS 5 

Privileged tenants 

376 

887 3 1 i 

2 6 9 

... 



Occupancy tenants 

89,235 

2,39,258 10 8 

2 10 II 

22,021 

18,036 11 0 

1 8 0 

Tenants-at-will 

78,746 

1,57,384 3 5 

2 0 0 

9,254 

12,781 9 11 

1 6 1 

Total 

2,48,632 

6,76,408 12 2 

2 6 1 

29,828 

39,061 6 1 

1 4 11 


In this, of course, the sir not paying any rate, the rent-free land and the land on 
batdf is not included. 


If we value all the sir, rent-free land, land held by privileged tenants, and batdl 
land at the average rate paid by tenants, wo obtain a corrected rental of Rs. 5,96,779 
for the plain tract, and Rs. 52,521 for the hill tract; total for the sub-division 
Rs. 6,49,300. 

The form below includes all the cultivated land of every description, and shows 
in more detail the rents paid by different classes of tenants in each circle :— 



Plain Circle, 

Hill Cibcle. 

Land, how 
occupied. 

Totul 
cultivat¬ 
ed urea 

Batfd 

Area 

Ctuh A rra. 

Under Tenants. 

Total 

culti¬ 

vated 

area 


Area 

with- 

our- 

Cash Area. 

Uruler Tenants. 


area. 

out 






BatiU 

urea. 







acres. 


rent. 

Area. 

Rent. 

Bate. 

Area. 

Bent 

in 

acres. 

rent. 

Area. 

Kent, 

Buto. 

Area. 

Rent. 



Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres, 

Ba, a. p. 

Ba. a, p. 

Acre's. 

Its. a. p 

Acre 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres* 

Us. a. p. 

Rs. a.p. 

Acres. 

Ba. a. p. 

Sir 

SI,484 

( 

1,209 

80,275 

1,78,87 8 10 2 

2 3 8 

6,81 :i 

.22,720 11 4 

9,391 

631 

201 

8,553 

8,243 1 2 

0 15 0 

1,184 

1,798 IS 0 

Land held hy rri- 

37d| 

-.7 


887 3 11 

2 5 0 

37 

m l 9 


... 


viloged tenants. 
Land* hold by resi- 

73,238 

25 

120 

73,095 


2 U 11 

3,413 

11,924 1 9 


659 

124 

10,118 

10,106 10 4 

19 7 

813 

847 5 a 

dont tenants with 
rights of occa- 

















paucy. 

Land held by non- 

16,152 

l 

11 


33,611 4 3 

2 6 4 




160 

7 

1,903 

1,870 0 8 

0 16 9 

290 

291 8 0 

resident tenants 
with rights of oc- 

















cu parley. 

Land held by l*o- 

48,761 

89 

71 


1,07,324 7 6 

2 3 4 

906 

2,549 0 1 

HUB 

3,098 

153 

0,849 

IMil 

i 

| 1 8 0 

408 

461 6 8 

iidenfe tenants-at- 
will. 

Land hold by non- 

30,247 

38 


30,115 

50,059 11 11 

1 10 7 

847 

1,793 10 0 

3,220 

6 

2,405' 

! 

13,515 3 5 





819 


271 

163 d 0 

resident tenants- 
at-will. 

Eont-free land ... 

2,540 


2,649 

... 


... 

400 

804 13 6 

653 


502 







** 

... 

69 

75 18 0 

Total 


151 

4,024 

2,-18,032 

6,70,408 12 2 

2 5 1 

13,804 

43,604 1 8 

30,264 

6,376 

1,060 


II 

:i 

1 4 11 

3,14 L 

3,641 6 0 


I show below the sewai receipts taken into account in assessment for each cirole 
and for the sub-division 


Circle, 

Garden. 

Forest. 

Water. 

Total, 

riain circle ... 

Hill circle ... ... ... 

Total ... 

12,185 0 0 
1,803 0 0 

♦88 13 0 
107 0 0 

34 8 0 

•H 

12,668 5 0 
1,910 3 9 

13,988 3 9 

, 

545 13 0 

34 8 0 

14,668 8 9 


4. Comparison of Rentals .—Adding tho sew£i items to the corrected rental 
obtained above, we get a total corrected rental of Rs. 6,63,863. This is less than the 
assumed rental of last settlement, which was we know absurdly high. But it exceeds 
Mr. Mayne’s assumed rental of 1859 by 20 per cent. Considering that the period 
since the mutiny has not been one of unmixed prosperity for Bundelkhand, this rental 
is not unsatisfactory. 
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I show below for each circle ami for the sub-division the assumed rental of last 
settlement, Mr. Mayne’s assumed rontal (in 1839), the present recorded rental, the 
corrected rental, and the rental requirod in order that, with an assessment at 50 per 
cent., the present revenuo should remain unaltered:— 


Circle. 

Assume*) ren¬ 
tal of lust 
settlement. 

Mr, Maine’s 
assumed , 
rental. 

i 

Present record¬ 
ed rental. 

■Corrected 

rental. 

Rental required 
to keep the 
present reve¬ 
nue unaltered. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Ra. 

Hi. 

Plain circle ... 

1Jill circle ... 

6,17,091 

47,870 

5,04,531 

48,603 

5,7G,40S 

36,061 

6,09,437 

64,431 

6,79,048 

42,836 

Total 

6,66,861 

6,63,131 

| 6,16,469 

6,63,868 

7,13,684 


The conclusion from those enquiries is, that the rental has increased considerably 
in the hist 20 years, and the presumption wonld he that when, by the application of 
rates which would allow for under-renting and possible concealment, an assumed rental 
should he framed, it would still more exceed that on which Mr. Mayne’s revision was 
based, though probably not sufficiently to neutralize the great diminution in the Stato 
share of the assets. 

I proposo to speak of these rates and to explain the principles on which they 
were formed in another chapter, and I shall then have an opportunity of comparing 
the assumed rental of the two assessments. 

It would he useless to compare the assumed rental with that on which the assess¬ 
ment of 1841 was based, as the fact that it was necessary in the middle of the term of 
settlement to reduce that demand largoly proves that it was based on far too high an 
estimate of the capabilities of the sub-division. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The Survey and Fueparation of Statistics. 

1. Survey .—Tlio survey was effected by the revenue silrvey party under 
Colonel Anderson. Tlio year after tho survey tlio maps wero made over to the settle¬ 
ment department, and the khdnupuri or khasra survey was commenced under the 
superintendence of Muhammad Ismail Khan, Deputy Collector. Only the columns of 
the khasra showing area had been filled in by the survey department, tlio othor 
columns wero now filled in by tho settlement staff. This work was chiefly done by 
the patwfiries, of ooursc under constant supervision. At the same time they prepared 
jamabandls. 

At the commencement of tlio work they were directed to prepare lists showing 
all tho tenants’ names according to paths. As the khasra was filled up, the patwdris 
entered each field under the name of the tenant who hold it. Each inspecting officer 
tested tlicse janiubandis, and they were finally tested before all concerned by tho 
officer in charge of tho pargana. 

Besides the khasra and rough jamabandls, all the other statistics required for 
assessmeut purposes were prepared by tho patwari at this time. 

Tho khasra survey of Darscuda was effected in tho cold season of 1877-78, that 
of Chhlbu iu 1878-79, and that of Turaiihau in 1879-80. 

Between the time when Ohlnbu was surveyed and tho year when the khasra was 
filled in, there had boon a groat extension of cultivation. Many fields had changed 
their boundaries, and could hardly he traced on tho map. 

But all the difficulty on this subject was obviated by the courtesy of Colonel 
Anderson, who measured largo tracts for me, and in every way assisted the progress 
of tho settlement. I must express my cordial acknowledgments to him. At all times 
the survey and settlement department worked harmoniously together, 

2. Scrutiny in Office .—Whou the field work was completed the papers were all 
testod and compared in the office. Tho map, khasra, and jamubaudis were compared, 
and tho rough settlement record completed. 

3. Preparation of Statistics .—When all these returns had been so tested that 
they could ho reliod on as a basis for assessment, they wero made over to a statistical 
office whoa tho materials required for tho rent rate report were abstracted and 
arranged, tho totals of sales, irrigation, &c., made out, and the village stateinonis 
completed. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The Assess hot. 

1. Progress of Inspection.- -The whole, district was inspected by mo. 

In 1877-78 I commenced the work and inspected 98,110 acres, or 153*3 square 
miles, in pnrgana Darsoudti. 

In 1878-79 I completed Darseuda and inspected 27,531 acres, or 43 square miles 
of pnrgana Chhibil. 

In 1879-80 l completed the inspection of Clihibd, an area of 1,75,067 acres, or 
273'f) square miles. 

Ill 1880-81 I inspected parguna Tamilian, comprising an area of 2,93,877 acres, 
or 459'2 square miles. 

Thus the inspection occupied three working seasons, giving au average of 2,41,804 
acres, or 377‘8 square miles, per season. 

2. Inspection and Assumed Rates. —The following passngo from my final report 
on the Fatidipur Settlement describes tlie system pursued in Karwi:— 

“The system pursued was bases! on that, of Mr. O. A. Elliot in Farnkhabad, 
modified so as to suit the circumstances of this district. Since Mr. Elliottdescribed 
bis method, a revolution lias becu effected in this the most important branch of settle¬ 
ment work ; and 1 think every officer has abandoned the old plan of merely aiming at 
the correction of the khasra entries made by the settlement staff. 

“ According to that system, the inspecting officer tested as many entries as possible 
in tlio khasra, aud, where erroneous, corrected them ; at the same time, of course, 
taking notes with regard to the capabilities ofi the village. But it is clear that, espe¬ 
cially in large villages, the number of field* which the most industrious officer could 
thus test was small in comparison with the whole cultivated area. Tliero was nothing 
in the appearauce of the map to guide him as to the soil entries in the khasra: he 
could only test fields at random, and the work, not being based on any principle, was 
simple drudgery. Thero was no security that the Settlement Officer would really 
correct soil areas on which to assess. No doubt in's knowledge of the village would 
generally counteract this want; hut there was no scientific accuracy in the system. 
The map, when marked off into its ‘ liars ’ with rates filled in and soils entered, with 
notes on their character, becomes in itself an index to the village, inspection becomes 
an intelligent work, as a glance of a practised eye can tell where one ‘ hir’ ends and 
another commences ; the appearance of the village and the arrangement of its soils 
become indelibly impressed on the memory ; and only the compulation of the. 
areas of each ‘liar ’ is necessary for the valuation of the ‘bars’ and the application of 
rates. 

‘‘ The principle now seems simplo and obvious, as all discoveries do after general 
adoption ; but no one had dreamed of it before Mr. Elliot described it in bis Chibrarnau 
rent rati: report in 1868; and it is only simple justice to acknowledge him as the 
author of the assessment system which has introduced a degree of accuracy aud con¬ 
fidence hitherto unknown ip the North-Western Provinces’ settlements. 

“The great principle underlying Mr. Elliot’s system is the cardinal importance of 
correct soil areas, that is, that similar soils in different villages should be classed 
together under the same nume. Nothing will make up for want of accuracy on this 
point. 

“ Next in importance is the elucidation, so far as possible, of tlie actual rents paid 
in eacli ‘ bar.’ But the facility with which this may be done varies in different districts 
and in different tracts in the same district. IVhen the rents entered in the jamabandi 
for each field are to be relied on absolutely, as was the case in Farnkhabad, the task 
of elucidating rates is greatly simplified. But, as will be shown afterwards, the cir¬ 
cumstances of this district are different.” 
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The following remarks from my Darsenda report apply equally to Chlnbti and 
Taraiih&n : : — 

“ Trained officers were appointed after- tho completion of tho khasra survey for 
the purpose of marking oft tho various soils, and these 4 bars ’ were carefully tested by 
me, and both the boundaries and names of the tracts constantly altered. During my 
inspection, holdings composed of only ono soil were as much as possible examined, and 
the rates elicited and the rates admitted by the people as those prevailing for particu¬ 
lar soils were noted. Each ‘bar’ was then analysed. The‘sir’ and rent-free lands 
were separated, and, wherever known, rents wore paid on fields they were collected, 
and taken as guides as they enabled me to form an induction from ascertained facts. 
Whero lump rents wero paid, I, as far as possible, analysed leases and by tho application 
of the admitted village rates elicited at inspection, and by comparison with those pre¬ 
vailing where known field rents were paid, 1 was ahlo to trace the ratos which, applied 
to various soils, made up the; routs of mixed holdings. 

“But there is a difficulty in this pargana in eliciting true rates, which I have never 
found elsewhere. As a rule, the rates actually paid in the best soils are far below tho 
conventional or standard rates which aro admitted l>y tho people to represent the value 
of the land. 

“It is common to find in annir village Re. 1-8-0 and Re. 1-10-0 per bigha stated 
to be the usual mar rate ; while a careful analysis of the rents actually paid will show 
a rate of only Re. I or Re. 1-4-0. 

“The fact is, that the pargana ha?, since last, settlement, been three times devastated 
by kilns. This plague is now receding as the recent dry years were very unfavourable 
to it; but vast tracts aro still deteriorated by the weed, and so very uncertain is the 
produce on the m&r and kdbar soils that the rates actually paid on them have fallen 
far below the traditional standard rates. 

“ On the otlior hand, the rates on the inferior lands are sometimes too high ; a large 
proportion of rakar and light parwii must be always fallow, as it cannot be continuously 
cultivated for more than threo years withouta rest, and tho rent paid on a bolding of the 
land really includes a good doal of fallow land, and would show too high a rate on the 
cultivation. 

“ In fixing average rate.s, therefore, other considerations besides the rents actually 
paid must bo taken into account.’’ 

3. Clatsified Svilt and Axiumfid Bah . 1 !.— In Darsenda I described tbo classification 
as follows : — 

“ I have, as in Fatebpur, simply aimed at an accurate and exhaustive classification 
of soils, and have not formed circles with separate rates for each. I think that where 
there is a correct classification tho circle system is superfluous, and it possesses the 
disadvantage that frequently the ureas of particular soils in a circle aro so small, that 
the tendency of the rent rate report is to become a mere detailed assessment rather 
than a statement of principles ou which it is proposed to base the assossmeut, and of 
the standard rates which, with modifications, are suitable for tho various soils, 

44 It is needless to give any detailed description of the well-known Buudelkharid 
soils. I may say, however, that the general character of all the soils of Kaniasin is 
inferior to that of similar soils in tho westi ru part of tho district. 

“ Mr. Finlay states in his August report that that pargana is inferior to Pailani 
and Banda ; and I have satisfied my sell by actual examination that Kaniasin is inferior 
to them all. The two rivers—the Biigainand Paisunl, bordered as they are by ravines, 
and drainingthe country too rapidly — account for alurgo proportion of inferior pnrwa 
and rakar. 

“ There is a far smaller proportion of good mar and kiibar; the latter especially 
is generally a very tenacious soil, with little friability and hard to work. Both aro 



bJLnpa district. 


37 


peculiarly liable to the incursion of kans, and i perhaps no part of the district has 
suffered so much from this scuurge as the north-western tract of Kamasin, bordering 
on Aumisi. 

O 

“ Mar I have divided into two classes; the first is the rich, black, granulated 
soil, filled with minute grains of light-coloured kankar, and wonderfully retentive of 
moisture, so that it is really independent of the cold weather rains. This is the ideal 
standard of m&r ; but there is not much of the kind in tho pargana, and, as I said, 
even tho best is inferior to the western mar tracts. 

“ Second class mar is lighter in colour ; the kankar Modulations are less distinct; 
it is less retentive of moisture, and far less productive. In my opinion it is far more 
liable to injury from kilns than the host m&r. 

Kdbar 1 have divided into three classes ; it varies far more widely in quality than 
mar. It is a far more difficult soil to work, and must be cultivated very soon after the 
rains, as it is not friable like mar, and it speedily dries up, and becomes harder and 
more cloddy than ever. A large proportion of the kdbar of this pargana is very poor 
soil, and it is, I think, more liable than mar to kans. 

“ Much of the over-assessment, of former settlements was due to the over-valuation 
of this soil, and to the want of recognition of the fact that its qualities vary so much 
in value. 

“ The area of parted In the pargana is very large. It varies much in quality, and 
I have divided it into three classes. 

“ First class parted is really a fair loam soil; very often it is found in large tracts 
round village sites, and bears excellent crops, especially kbarif. 

“ Second class ptmvo forms u largo glass, and lias a larger admixture of sand ; 
while I have formed the undulating and sloping sandy land near ravines and rivers 
into a third class. 

“ Varied really comprises tbe loam and sand of Bundelkhand. It is convention¬ 
ally considered inferior to mfirand kdbar; but, as being a much safer soil for kbarif 
crops, and as being little liable to injury from k&ns, I look on it as a very great advan¬ 
tage to a village to have a large area. Of course it requires more rain than mar and 
kiibar, and lias suffered more in the last two years. 

“ The area under rdktn is very large, as is to be expected in a tract so much 
affected bv streams whose vicinity is cut up by ravines and water-courses. 

“ Tidkar is simply a light soil in which there is a large kankar admixture, much 
of the earth being washed away by the rains. I have divided it into two classes, first 
and second, corresponding with the mod and patll rakar of the western parganas. 
The words are not much used hero. Good rakar, in which the proportions of earth to 
kankar is large, is often a fairly productive soil, as the effect of a small admixture of 
kankar is not deteriorating. It, however, dries up very soon, and, unless the rainfall 
during the monsoon be abundant, its kbarif is poor; while winter rains arc absolutely 
necessary for tlie raid. 

“ When protected from drought by a ‘band ’ or dam, the soil is often very pro¬ 
ductive. 

“ Light rdkar is, of course, a very poor and precarious soil. 

“ The next great class of soils comprises tho tardi and kachhdr lands of the rivers 
and their affluents, I have classed the Jamud tardi separately; it is not so good as 
that on the hatch pur bank of tbe river, but bears good raid crops. I have divided it 
into two classes. The kachhdr lands vary greatly in quality from the fine alluvial 
tracts at the embouchures of the Biigain and Paisnni to the light kachhdr lands in the 
beds of ravines and water-courses. Inundation and fertilization is precarious and 
temporary, while at the same time the liability to it prevents kbarif crops from being 
1 have divided all the kachhdr into three classes." 

10 


sown. 
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With regard to rates I wrote : — 

“ I bave not classed tbe gauhan separately according to natural soils, as I find 
that, when well-manured and cultivated, eveu rt'tkar produces good crops. Where the 
natural soil is exceptionally good or had in home lands, I can easily make allowances 
for it in my applied rates. 

“ Wet gauhan is all kac/thidnd, and devoted to garden crops. There are only 
243 acres, or 02 per cent,, of tho cultivated area. Of this 111 acres, or nearly half 
pays known rates. Tho rate paid is Rs. 6-5-6 per acre. Generally this land is not 
uuderrented, and 1 do not go beyond 11s. 0-8-0 lor an average rate. 

“ Dry gauhan comprises 4,131 acres, or 36 per cent, of the area.. Of this 1,481 
acres pay at the rate of lis. 3-2-1 per acre. Us. 3-G-O is a (air assumed rate. 

“ P'irsl clast vidr comprised only 11s. 2,189 acres, or 1 !) percent, of the area. 
Of this 1 find 1,158 acres paying known rates, the rest paying lump rents. The rate 
is very low for such a soil, only Rs. 2-13-11 per aero. Yet lie. 1-8-0 to Re. 1-12-0 per 
bigha is constantly stated as tho recognized mar rate (Rs. 3-7-0 to lis. 4 per acre). 
As 1 said, the terrible devastations of leans in this pargaua have pulled down the rates 
actually paid far below tho conventional rates. 

“Kans is no donlt disappearing ; hut. much land, even of that under cultivation, is 
still deteriorated by it. Yet, looking to tho rates which are admitted to suit mar, and 
knowing what is paid for the soil elsewhere, I cannot lix loss than Rs. 3-8-0 as an 
assumed rate. 

“ Second class mar occupies 7,080 acres, or 6'1 per cent, of the area. Of this 
2,802 acres pay at known rates. Tho rate is only Ro. 1-15-1 per acre. The 
reasons given above for the low rate paid by first class mar apply oven more forcibly 
liore, as inferior mar is more liable to injury from kaus than good mar. The rates 
usually stated are from Re. 1 to Re. 1-5-0 per bigha (Rs. 2-5-0 to 11s. 3 per acre). 
1 take Rs. 2-8-0 as an assumed rate. 

“ First class Idbar comprises 3,025 acres, or 26 per cent, of tho area. Of 
this 772 acres aro at known rents. The rate is only Rs. 2-2-5 per acre. The same 
causes pulled down tbe kachliar rate. I have traced 494 acres of average first 
class kabar paying Rs. 2-7-2. 1 cannot fix a lower rate than Rs. 2-15-0 for this soil. 

“There are 15,805 acres of second class kdbnr ( lo'fci per cent, of the area). 
Of this 4,35 4 acres pay Rs. 2-1-0 per ae.re. 1 found 2,198 acres paying Rs. 2-6-4. f 
have taken 11s. 2-7-0 as an assumed rate. The soil is such an uncertain one that I 
cannot go higher. 

“ There arc 2,385 acres (2'1 per cent.) of poor third class hi/ntr. Of this 838 
acres is at known rents. The rate is Ro. 1-12-3 per acre. I have taken Ks. 2 as the 
average rate, 

“ First class parted comprises 8,411 acres, or 7 3 per cent. It. is, in many respects, 
the safest and best soil in the pargana, and is, I think, much more valuable than first 
class kabar ; 3,320 acres pay ascertained rates, the average rate is Rs. 2-10-9 per acre. 
I have found 2,598 acres of average soil of this class paying Rs. 2-11-10. Ro. 1-2-0 to 
Re. 1-8-0 per bigha (Rs. 2-10-0 to Rs. o-8-O per acre) are the admitted rates. 1 have 
taken Us. 3-1-0 as the assumed rate. 

“ Second class parted is a very large class comprising no less than 20,240 acres, or 
17‘fi per cent, of tho area. Of this 6,441 acres pay known ren ts, the rate being Rs. 2-3-7 
per acre. I have traced 4,153 acres paying Rs. 2-6-7. But a moderate rate must he 
imposed on this soil, as it is very dependent on favourable rainfall, and requires, too, 
au occasional fallow. I take Rs. 2-7-0 as an assumed rate. 

“Third class parted comprises 8,671 acres, or 7-5 per cent, of the ana. Of this 
2,892 acres pay Rs. 2-1-7. I take Rs. 2-2-0 as an assumed rate. 
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“ First class rdhar comprises 8,038 acres, or 7 por cent, of the area. Of this 
3,193 acres actually pay at the rate of Rs. 2-7-5 per acre, and I found 2,468 acres 
paying Rs. 2-8-6. In this soil I cannot go abovo ascertained rates, as the produce is 
uncertain, aud rakar must sometimes be left fallow to recover itself. I do not care to 
go beyond Rs. 2-7-0 as an assumed rate. 

“ There are no less than 21,132 acres of second class or inferior rdhar , or 18*3 
per cent, of the pargano. Of this, 8,384 acres pay Re. 1-14-3 per acre. For the 
alwveinentioned reasons, which arc of course stronger in the case of poor rakar, 1 do 
not go beyond Re. 1-13-0 for the assumed rate. 

“ First class Jainud turdi occupies 670 acres, or 0'5 per cent, of the area. Of 
this 256 acres pay Rs. 3-11-11 per acre. I found 215 acres paying Rs. 3-13-11. 
Re. 1-9-0 per bigha to Rs. 2 (Rs. 3-9-0 to Rs. 4-10-0 per acre; are the admitted 
rates. I fix Rs. 4-4-0 for the assumed rate. 

“ Second class tordi has only an area of 1.88 acres, or 00 per cent. Of this 45 
acres pay Rs. 3-1-8 per acre. I take Rs. 3-4-0 as the average rate. 

l< The area o f first class kachhdr is 4,597 acres, or 4 per cent, of the whole. Of 
this 1,623 acres pay Rs. 4-0-1 per acre. I take Rs. 4-3-0 as the assumed rate. 1 
found 1,664 acres paying Rs. 4-2-2. 

“ Kachhdr, second class, occupies 4,944 acres, or 4’3 per cent,., and of this 2,139 
acres pay Rs. 3-9-8 per acre. I take Rs. 3-2-0 as the assumed rate. I found 1,801 
acres paying Rs, 3-2-2. 

“ Ihere are 3,785 acres, or 3 3 per cent, of poor third class kachhdr. Of this 1,520 
acres pay Rs. 2-6-11 per aero. But the produce of this soil is very uucertain, and I 
go rather below the ascertained rate and assume only Rs. 2-6-0 for au average rate.” 

In describing the soils in the plain circle of (Jlildbu, I wrote : — 

“ The soils aro the same iu the plain circle as in pargana Kamasin, though there 
is a slight variation in their comparative values and iu their distribution. 

“ Thore is a far larger amount of mdr. The mdr plains of Darsendd are broken 
into by the Paisuifi and Bagain, while in Cbliibu tliero are wide stretches of unbro¬ 
ken mdr, reminding one of r,ho great, black soil tracts in Pailani in Banda. Mdr in 
Darsenda only forms 8 por cent, of the cultivated area. In Cbliibu it forms 18'7 
por cent. 

On the other hand, there is far loss ketbar. In place of 18 3 per cent, wa oidy 
find 46 por cent. 

“ The soil which in Darsendd is known as parted is here called si.tjnn. Indeed, in 
the eastern tract of Darsenda the latter name begins to take the place of tho former. 
St'i/on occupies 34*9 per cent, of the area, against 32*4 per cent, of parted iu Darsenda. 

“ Rdhar occupies nearly the same proportion of soil as in Darsenda, 27 per cent, 
against 25'3. 

“ The area of Jumna lardi is rather smaller than in Darsenda; but in both par- 
gamis the proportion of this fine soil to tho whole is insignificant. There are fower 
streams in C’libibu, and naturally the percentage of kachhdr land is smaller than in 
Kamasin, 7*5 against 11*6 per cent.’" 

On the subject of rates I wrote : — 

‘* I have not classed the home laud separately according to natural soils, as I find 
that, when well-manured and cultivated, even poor natural soils produce good crops. 
When the natural soil is exceptionally good or bad in tho home circle, I can easily 
make allowance for it in my assumed rates. 

“ Wet gaiiUan is the only irrigated land in the pargana. It is all devoted to 
garden crops. There are only 173 acres in the plain circle, or 0*2 per cent, of tho cul¬ 
tivated area. Of this 47 acres pay Rs. 6-0-9 per acre. As a rule, this Jand is rented 
up to its value, and I do not go beyond Ri. 6-1-0 for an assumed rate. In Darsenda 
tho rate was Rs. 6-8-0. 
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“Dry gauhdn comprises 4,250 seres, or 5'1 per cent, of the area. Of this 
1,083 acres pry Rs. 3-13-0 per acre. Us. 3-8-0 is a fair assumed rate. Jn Darsenda I 
fixed Rs. 3-fi-0. 

“First class mar comprises 4,000 acres, or 1’8 per cent, of the area. Of this I 
find 2,927 acres paying known units. The rate is absurdly low for such a soil— only 
Re. 1-12-2 per acre. 

“ The explanation of this is that, up till 128(1, a very large proportion of the mar 
tract was under kirns, and had been for years uncultivated. In that year there was 
an enormous extension of cultivation, in 1877 there was hardly any rain, and the 
kans began to die out. In 1878 the rains were light and peculiarly (avomable for 
the mftr soils, and great plains which I had heen covered with kbns the year before 
were covered with luxuriant joitr crops. Many' villages which had been surveyed in 
1285 had to bore-measured, us (iom the extension of cultivation the arrangement of 
fields as formerly surveyed could not be traced on the maps. 

It is the custom to charge only two annas per b/glia (about 5 annas per acre) 
for the first year, when fallow land is brought under cultivation. This low rate on 
so large an area pulled down the mar rate for 128(1, the year for which statistics were 
collected. But, even in villages where this rate was being paid, the cultivators 
admitted that Ro. 1-8-0 to Re. 1-12-0 was the ordinary mar rate (Rs. 3-7-0 to Rs, 4 
per acre). The lull rate would not be reached for a year or two after the reclamation 
from' kans; but all would admit that this is the value of the land. Furthermore, I 
actually found this rate being paid in a few villages which had not been much affected 
by Kans. 

“ Besides, the nnir of this pargana is of the same character as that of the adjacent 
pargana of Darsenda, of which it is simply an extension. 1 have taken the same 
rate as in that pargana for first class mar, Rs. 3-8-0. 

“ There is no doubt, that this rate is not too high ; as I found that it worked well 
in Darsendd in similar land. 

“ It is no doubt lower than the nnir rate in some of the western purganas of 
Banda proper. But the mar of llanda, Anga?i. and Pailani is much bettor than that 
of the eastern pargauas. It is a far richer, Lineker, and deeper soil, and produces far 
finer rabl crops. 

“ It has always paid higher rates and been more highly assessed for revenue, 

“ The Board have sanctioned Rs. 3-8 as the first class mar r ite for Darsenda ; and 
1 can state with confidence that rate is equally applicable here, although, on account of 
the peculiar condition of the pargana in the year for which the statistics were collected, 
it is impossible to show a large area paying the rate proposed. 

“ Second class mar occupies 1 1,102 acres, or 13'9 per cent, of the area. Of this 
7,103 acres pay kuown rents. The rate paid is only Re. 1-3-1 per acre. The reasons 
given above apply ever; more forcibly to second class mar as it is more liable to kins. 
The admitted rates are from Re. 1 to Us. 1-5-0 per bigha (Ils. 2-5-0 to Rs. 3' per acre). 
I take Rs. 2-7-0 as an assumed rate. In Darsenda the rate adopted was Rs. 2-8-0. The 
area of the soil is much larger here, and there is a larger proportion of inferior land. 

“ First class kdhar occupies 1,1'! 9 acres, or i '4 percent, of the pargana. Of 
this 424 acres pay Rs 2-13-2 per acre. I take Rs. 3 as an assumed rate, Rs. 2-15-0 
was the rate fixed in Darsenda. Iu this pargana the best kdhar is a good soil, and 
was not much affected by kans. 

Second class kdhar occupies 2,210 acres, or 2'7 per cent, of the area. Of this 
896 acres pay Re. 1-7-4. Inferior kdbar is peculiarly liable to kdns, and the same 
causes which pulled down the mar rate had the same effect here. 1 take Rs. 2-6-0 as 
the assumed rate ; in Darsenda the rate was Rs. 2-7-0, 

“ Third class kdbar is small and very poor class. There are only 390 acres, or 
0‘5 per cent., of which 1 7 acres pay Re. 1-1-11. I take Rs. 2 as the rate, the same 
as in Dursendfe. 
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u Fir it dais sigon corresponds to first class parwd in Darsen 16, but is a bettor 

soil. 

“ In this district as we go cast towards the bills the sandy loam improves and 
takes a higher position with regard to tho rn&r. It has generally the advantage ot‘ 
being near the site of a hamlet, and first class sfgon often resembles the manjhd of a 
Dodb village. It is not liable to tho incursion of kins like mar and kdbar, aud 
is thus a far safer soil. 

“ On the other hand, it requires more manure than mdr, and it suffers in dry years, 
whereas light rains aro favourable to mar. During the years preceding the prepara¬ 
tion of tho statistics of this pargana, I havo shown tint mar had fallen out of cultiva¬ 
tion ou account of kdns, and that in 128(5 large areas were reclaimed, low rents being 
paid at first. 

“ During the year, when (he mur soils were fallow, tho sigon was fully cultivated, 
and was naturally more valuable than ever. 

“ In 1286 Fasti (5,50(5 acres, or 7‘9 per cent., of first class sigon were under culti¬ 
vation, of which 1,729 acres paid no less than Rs. 3-8-8. This is no doubt a full rate, 
and I do not go beyond it. I take Rs. 3-8-0 as my assumed rate. In Darsendd it was 
Rs. 3-1-0 for first, class parwd. But the sigon hero is a better soil, and more highly 
cultivated, thero being a larger proportion of good cultivating classes in this pargana. 
The ascertained rate here is Rs. 3-8-8 against Rs. 2-10-9 in Darsondd. 

“ My rate for sigon, first class, is the same as for mar, first class : if inferior in 
natural fertility, it has been more improved by manure and cultivation, and is a safer 
Boil. 

“ In my opinion much of the inequalities of past settlements has bcon caused by 
the assumption that tho black soils must be tho best 

u Second class sigon occupies 14,867 acres, or 18 per cent, of the area. Of this 
4,079 acres pay known rents. The rate is Rs. 2-7-2. I take Rs. 2-8-0 as the assum¬ 
ed rate ; in Darsenda it was Rs. 2-7-0, This soil is the ordinary average sandy loam, 
not specially near the sites, and little improved by manuro. 1 consider it a better and 
safer soil than second class mdr or kdbar, and it is peculiarly useful for khartf crops. 

Third class sigon is a good sloping sandy soil, gcnorally near ravines. It com¬ 
prises 7,466 acres, or 9 per cent. I find 1,803 acres paying Ho. 1-8-8. I take 
Re. 1-10-0 as my rate. In Darsondd tho rate was Rs 2-2-0 ; but id applying my 
rates on the poorer soils there I found them rather high, and take lower rates for 
those soils in this pargana, 

“ Rdkar occupies a very largo proportion of tho pargana, altogether 27 per cent. 

“ First class rdkar comprises 10,726 acres, or 13 per cent, of the area. Of this 
3,601 acres pay Rs. 2-9-8. Tho produce of rdkar is, however, very uncertain, and it 
requires frequent fallow. I go bolow the ascertained rate as in Darsondd, and only 
fix Rff. 2-7-0. 

“ Second clan rdkar comprises even a larger area : 11,576 acres, or 14 per cent, 
of the pargana. Of this 3,893 acres pay Re. 1-13-1 por acre. For the samo reasons, 
which apply more strongly even in the case of inforior rakar, I take only Re. 1-10-0 
as tho assumed rate, 

" First class Jamnd tardi occupies only 846 acres, or 1 per oent. of the area. 
Of this 210 acres pay Rs. 3-7-2 per acre. I take Rs. 4 as my assumed rate, the 
rates stated by the people and tho experience of Darsondd, whero I assumed Rs. 4-4-0, 
justify this. 

“ Second clan Jamnd tardi is a small class, only 112 acres, or O'l per cont., of 
which 19 acres pay Rs. 3-0-10. I fix Rs. 3-4-0 as in Darsenda. 

“ First clast kachhdr occupies 2,132 acres, or 2‘6 per cout. of the area, of which 
676 acres pay an ascertained rate of Rs, 3-14-7. I take Rs. 4 as my assumed rate, 

11 
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Second class ka&hhir occupies 2,373 acres, or 2'7 per cent., of which 579 acres 
pay Rs. 2-15-9. I assume Rs. 3. 

TUi"d clam kaehhdr has an area of 2,322 acres, or 2 9 per cent, of the pargana. 
Of this 727 acres pay Rs. 2-0-5 per aero. I take Rs. 1-14-0 as un assumed rate.” 

With rogard to the kill eirclo I wrote • 

“ We now come to the circle composed of 41 villages on the plateau above tho 
first range of hills. Tho conditions hero are very different. Population is much less 
deuso, being ouly 14PI to the square mile, while in tho plain circle thoro are 261'4 
people to the square mile. 

“ All the soils are very much poorer; tho rocky platform underlies them all; and 
instead of the rich, deep m&r, kahar, and sigon of the plain country, wo find only n 
more or loss thin covering of these soils over stone9. 

“ Tho bhotd or red soil is simply crumbled sandstone thinly laid over tho rock. 

“Tho value of hind depends to a far greator extent than in the plain country on 
the proximity to tho village sites, and on the population. 

“ Holdings arc much larger, and wo very rarely find fields paying ascertained 
rents. Much of the poorer land is on batin’. 

“Large tracts arc lot in block, and then sublet to ‘shikmis.’ 

“ I liavo practically found no land in tho hands of tenants in which there are 
ascertained ratos on soils as in the plain circle. In every village thore aro well-known 
rates, which are considered by the people to represont tho value of the difforont soils; 
and I havo taken these conventional rates into careful consideration. 

“Those admitted village rates collected at inspection; and tho rates paid by 
‘shikaris’ have formed the basis of iny assumed rates. 

“ But the hill cirelo is small (tliero being only 14,432 cultivated acres in all), and 
we cortainly havo not tho mutorials to enable us to form so complete an induction as 
in other tracts. 

“Tho circle belongs to a hill country, which is far loss advanced than tho rest of 
tho district; and I at once admit that its assessment cannot be based on the scientific 
modern system, but must depend to a greater extont than ordinarily on the judgment 
and local knowledge of tho assessing officer. 

“ The following are the pdthd soils and rates;— 

“ Wet gauhdn is all kachbiunu land and devoted to garden crops. There are 
only 78 acres, of which I find 10 acros held by ‘shikmis,’ and paying Rs. 4-1-6 per 
acre. It is not equal to tho kachhiaud of the plain circle, population being so much 
less dense; but it is still good, well-manured land, and Rs. 3-8-0 is not too high 
a rate. 

11 Dry gauhdn comprises 759 acres, or 5 - 3 per cent, of the area. Of this 74 
acres held by ‘ shikmis ’ pay Rs. 4-3-3 per acre. But this is the best gauhdn, and 
the rate is too high for an averago rato. In tho plain circle l took Rs. 3-8-0, and I 
think Rs. 3-4-0 is a fair rale here. 

“ There aro only 301 acres of indr; it is far inferior to the indr of the plains. 

“ It is rated by the people at 14 annas to Re. 1-4-0 per high a : Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-14-0 
per acre. I can find no exemplars : it is all hell on lump rents. I cannot even find 
‘shikmis’ paying ascertained field routs. I take Rs. 2-8-0 as a fair rato. 1 havo 
only formed ono class in rndr, 

“ Kdbar varies more, aud I have formed two classes. 

“ Kdbar, first class, comprises 086 acros, or 4’7 per cent. Like mar, it is all on 
lump rents, but it is rated a little lower than mar by the people, the maximum rate 
being Re. 1-2-0 per lugha. 1 take Rs. 2-4-0 as the assumed rate. 
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“ Inferior second class hilar occupies 1,494 acres, or 10 3 per cent. Of this I find 
12t) acres held hy ‘shikmls’ at Re. 1-2-0. It is rated by the people at from 5 annas 
to 10 annas per bigha (12 annas to Re. 1-7-0 per aero). I take Re. 1-4-0 as my r^te. 

“ Sigon, first class, is by far the best soil. It is always near the village site, and is 
improved by manure and good cultivation. There are 1,200 acres, being 8 - 4 per cent, of 
the area. I find 107 acres of this held by ‘ sink mis’ at Rs. 2-14-1. This is a little 
high for an average rate. The admitted rates range from Re. 1 (Rs. 2-5-0; to 
lis. 1-0-0 (Rs. 3-2-0,'. I take Rs. 2-12-0 as an average rate. 

“ Sigon, second class, comprises a very largo area, 3,429 acres, or 23‘8 per cent. Of 
this 472 acres are held hy ‘shikmis’ at Re. 1-9-11 per acre. 

“The ‘shikmf rate has a tendency to be high, and I take only Re. 1-8-0 as an 
assumed rate. 

“The admitted rates range from eight annas per bigha (Ro. 1-2-0 per acre) to 14 
annas (Ha. 2 per acre). 

“ Sigon, third class, comprises 1,871 acres, or 13'0 per cent. Of this I find 237 acres 
hold by ‘ shikmis’ paying 14 annas 7 pies per acre. The rates admitted arc from four 
annas to seven annas per bigha. 1 take 12 annas per acre as an average rate. 

“ Rdkar. —As in the plain circle, I have divided into two classes. 

“ First class rdkar comprises 840 acres, or 5'2 per cent., of which 96 acres are 
held by ‘ shikmis’ at Re. 1-7-8. This is too high for an all-round rate. I take Re. 1-4-0, 

It is far inferior to the rdkar of the pining. It is rated at from 5 annas to 10 auuas 
por bigha (12 annas to Re. 1-8-0 per acre). 

“ Rdkar, second clogs, occupies 1,011 acres, or 7 per cent, of the area. T cannot find 
exemplars of land paying ascertained rates. Tho admitted rates aro from three annas 
to seven annas per bigha (seven annas to Re. 1 per acre;. 1 take 10 annas as an 
averago rate. 

“ There are 00 acres of kachldr , all on lump rents. It is much inferior to the 
kachhdr of tho plains, as the streams are simply mountain torrents, dry during tho 
greater part of tho year, and not forming the same rich alluvial deposit as near the 
slow winding streams of tho plains. Comparing the hill kachhdr with that of the 
plains, and taking the admitted ratos into consideration, I take Rs. 2 as an averaou 
rate. 

“ The poor bhold or red soil comprises 2,691 acres, or 18‘6 por cent, of the area. I 
have already described it. It is crumbled sandstone underlaid by a stony platform, 
and only producing poor kharif crops. Tho usual course is a crop of kodon followed 
the next year by til, afterward tho land lies fallow for years. Thus a large propor¬ 
tion of this laud is always fallow. The amount under cultivation in the year for 
which statistics were prepared was rather ovor the average. A very large proportion 
is always held on batal : even where this soil is held as part of a large farm on lease, 
it is generally sub-let on batdi. The rates stated are from two annas to five annas 
per bigha (four aud-a-half annas to eleven and-a-half annas per acrei. 

“ I have found 274 acres held by ‘ shikmis’ r.t nine annas and three pies per acre. 
But the hhohi held at known rents is the host of the class that near the village sides, and 
more or less improved by cultivatioo and manure. I think eight annas enough for 
an average rate.” 

In describing tho plain tract of pargana Tarauhdn, I wrote: — 

“ Tho amount of rndr is much greater than in Darsendii, though less than in 
Chhibu. 

“ There is a great unbroken plain of mdr to the north of tho pargana, resembling 
that of Chhibu and that of the southern tract of Darsondd, of both of which indeed it 
forms a continuation. 
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“ Mar forms 1(17 per cent, of the area, while in Chhfbfi it forms 18'7, and in 
Darsenda only oight per cent, 

“ In the amount of kdbar Tamilian resembles Chhibu, there being a little over 
four per cent, in both, whilo in Darsenda there is 18'3 per cent. 

“ There is far more sigon than in either of the parganas, and it is a far more 
important soil, and of a higher quality. 

“ In Darsenda it occupies 32*4 per cent, of the pargana, in Chhibu 34*9 per cent., 
while in Tarauhan it occupies 48'8 per cent. 

“ Rakar, on the other hand, only occupios 20'3 per cent., against 25 3 in Dar- 
sendd and 27 per cent, in Chhibu. 

“ There is no Jatnna tarai of course, and the area of kachh4r is far less : 3 5 against 
11-6 in Darsendfc and 7 5 in Chhibu. 

“ In the villages at the foot of the hills, and especially in places where the pfitkd 
slopes gradually into the plain country, thoro is a little of the poor bhotd or rod soil 
of the hill tract, which is little more than crumbled sandstone. But the cultivated 
area under this soil only amounts to O'4 per cent, of the area.” 

On the subject of rates I wrote :—• 

“ Wet gaulidn is wholly devoted to garden crops. There are only 276 acres, or 
0*4 per cent, of the cultivated area. Of this I find 28 acres paying Rs. 7-15-8 per 
acre. This is, howevor, too high for an average, though no doubt this soil is bettor 
than either in Darsenda (where the rate assumed was Rs. 6-8-0), or than in Chhlbu 
(whero tho rato was Rs. 6-4-0). I fix Rs. 6-12-0. 

“Dry gaulidn comprises 2,483 acres, or 3*9 percent. Of this, 546 acres pay 
Rs. 4-3-11. In Chhibti the ascertained rato was Rs. 3-13-6, and I assumed Rs. 3-8-0. 
Here 1 take Rs. 4. There are fewer sites than in Chhibu, and therefore the compara¬ 
tive area of gaulidn is smaller; but, owing to the larger number of good cultivating 
classes, the quality is certainly better. 

“ First class mar comprises only 1,786 acres, or 28 per cent, of the area. Of this 
I only Cud 605 acres paying known rents, and the rate is only Rs. 2-8-1 per acre. 

“ In pargana Chhibu the ascertained rata for this soil was still lower, only 
Re. 1-12-2.” 

I then quoted the explanation given above for Chhibu with regard to the low 
rato paid for mar, and showed that this applied also to Tarauhan. In the latter par¬ 
gana, however, tho statistics were collected for 1287 Fasli. 

The land brought under cultivation in 1286 was thon paying a bighor rent than 
the second paid in that yeur, though it had not reached tho full rate paid by mar under 
prosperous circumstances. This, however, accounted for the higher rate paid in Tarau- 
hdn than that recorded in Chhlbu. But tho Tarauhan mar is simply a continuation 
of that of Darsendd aud Chhibu ; in fact the south of Darsenda and tho northern tracts 
of Chhibu Taraiihfin form ono block of mar intermixed with kdbar. I therefore took 
the same rate (Rs. 3-8-0) as that sanctioned for first class mir in the othor pargana, 
and which had workod woll in assessment. 

For second class mar I adopted Rs. 2-7-0 as in Chhibu, I had found 3,578 acres 
paying Re. 1-12-8 per acre. But tho admitted rates were from Rs. 2-5-0 to Rs. 3 
per acre. 

With regard to the other soils I wrote 

“ First class kdbar only occupies 2,037 acres, or 2'2 per cent. Of this 208 acres 
pay Rs. 2-9-0 per aero. As in Chhibu, I tako Rs. 3 as my average rate. 

<£ Second class kdbar occupies 2,037 acres, or 3'2 per cent. Of this 277 acres pay 
Re. 1-13-6 per acre. Inferior r&kar is vory liable to kdns, and tho causes which 
pulled down the m4r rate have had the same offeet here. In Chhibu the rate ascer¬ 
tained for 1286 Fasli was only Re. 1-7-4. I take the assumed rate at Rs, 2-6-0. 
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u Third class kubar is a small and a very poor class. There are only 951 acres, 
or T5 per cent., of which 450 acres pay Re. 1-7-6 per acre. I take a lower rate than 
in Darsendd and Chhlbii as the result of my experience in assessment there, and fix' 
Re. 1-12-0 per acre. 

“ Wet sigon is almost too small in extent to form into a separate class, there being 
only 50 acres, or O'l per cent. In the other parganas there is none outside the 
gauhan circle. Here there are a few irrigated patches in the loam villages, where 
prosperous tenants have built wells. The water supply is usually scanty and pre¬ 
carious, and a very low rate should be fixed, so as not to discourage improvements. 
Only six acros pay an ascertained rent. The rate is abnormally high, Rs. 8-4-5 per 
acre. This land is held by Kaehhis, and might really be classed as gauk&n. Rs. 5 will 
be a reasonable rate for this class. 

“ First class dry sigon is superior to the corresponding soils in Darsenda and 
in Chhibu. In this district, as we go east towards the hills, the sandy loam improves 
and takes a higher position with regard to the mar. It has frequently the advantage of 
being near a site, and first class sigon often rosombles the mauza of the Do&b. Unlike 
mar and kabar, it is not liable to kdas, and is thus a far safer soil. 

“ On the other hand, it requires more manure than those soils, and it suffers in 
dry years ; whereas light rains are favourable to the black soils. 

“During the seasons preceding 1286 Fasli, when so much miir had become fallow 
from kans, the sigon was fully cultivated and more in demand than ever. 

<! In 1287 Fasli 11,163 acres, or ir-7 percent, of the area, were cultivated, of 
which 2,622 acres paid the ascertained rate of Rs. 3-13-5. In Chliibu there was only 
7'9 per cent, of this soil, and tho ascertained rate was only Rs. 3-8-0. 

“ The soil here forms a better and more important class, and there being a larger 
proportion of good cultivating classes, as I have shown in Chapter I., there is more 
manure applied, and better cultivation generally. 

“ 1 take Rs. 3-12-0 as my assumed rate, the ascertained rate being a little too 
high for an average one. 

“ In Chhibu tho rato was Rs. 3-8-0 and in Darsenda only Rs. 3-1-0. 

“ Second class dry sigon occupies 11,752 acres, or 18 6 per cent. Of this 2,566 
acres pay Rs. 2-11-7. In Chhibu the ascertained rate was only Rs. 2-7-2 for this soil, 
and 1 took Rs. 2-8-0 as an assumed rate aud Rs. 2-7-0 iu Darsenda. This is the 
ordinary average sandy loatn, and is a much safer soil than second class m&r and 
kfibar, and it is specially fitted for kharif crops. I take Rs. 2-10-0 as the assumed rate. 

“ Third class dry sigon occupies 7,349 acres, or 12 5 per cent, of the area. Of this 
1,500 acres pay 1-15-4. In Chhibu the rate ascertained was only Re. 1-8-8. It is a 
poor sloping sandy soil, generally near ravines. In Chhibu my assumed rate was 
Re. 1-10-0. Here I take Re. 1-11-0, keeping carefully within the ascertained rate, 
as is most advisable with the inferior soils. 

“ Rdkar only occupies 20'3 per cent, of the pargana, while in Chhibti the area is 27 
per cent, of the whole. 

“ First class rdkar comprises 4,717 acres, or 7'5 per cent, of the area. Of this 743 
acres pay Rs. 2-12-5 per acre. Looking to the rates which I have found prevailing, I 
think this rather high, especially as rdkar is an uncertain soil, suffering much in dry sea¬ 
sons. I therefore go below the ascertained rate, and take Rs. 2-8-0 as the assumed rate. 

“ Second class rdkar comprises 8,078 acres, or 12'8 per cent of the pargana. Of 
this 1,067 acres pay Re. 1-10-9 per acre. In the caso of inferior rakar it is even more 
necessary to be moderate. I therefore only fix Re. 1-9-0. 

“ In Chhibu I fixed Rs. 2-7-0 for first class, and Re. 1-10-0 for second class, rakar. 
The experience gained in assessment ha3 led me slightly to raise the rate for better 
soila, and to lower it for the poorer soil. 


12 



4(5 


BaNDA DISTRICT. 


<( Bhotd .—Tlio poor red soil on the slope of the hills and at their base only com¬ 
prises 235 acres, of which G2 acres pay Ro. 0-6-5 per aoro. As in Chhibu, I take 
eight annas as the assumed rate. 

“ Kachhdr is a less important class than in Chhibu or Darsendd, and not so good, 
there being no groat river liko the Jammi, and tho mountain streams being here 
smaller in volume, as they are nearer their sources. 

“ First class kichhdr occupies 20.0 acres, or 0 5 per cent, of the area. I find 64 
acres paying an ascertained rate of Rs. 3-5-1. In Chhibu the ascertained rate was 
Rs. 3-14-7, and 1 took Rs. 4 as an assumed rate. Flore i take Rs. 3-8-0. 

“Second class kachhdr comprises 1,170 acres, or 10 percent, of the area. Of 
this 172 acres pay Rs. 2-10-3. 1 take Us. 2-3-0 as the rate. In Chhibu Rs. 2-15-9 

was tho ascertained and Rs. 3 the assumed rate. 

“ Third claw kachhdr comprises 692 acres, or l'l per cent, of the area. Of this 
114 acres pay He. 1-15-11. I take Rs. 1-12-0 as tho assumed rate, tho soil being a 
poor and uncertain one. In Chhibu Rs. 2-0-5 and Rs. 1-14-0 were the ascertained 
and assumed rates. 

“ The produco of kachhdr or alluvial land is very uncertain, and being limited in 
extent, it generally pays full rates. I have, therefore, kept close to the actually ascer¬ 
tained rates.” 

With regard to tho hill soil rates I quote from my report:—• 

“ In forming assumed rates I have been greatly assisted by the result of my 
experience in the assessment of the Chhibu hill country. But the average quality of 
the soil is poorer here, as so vory largo a proportion of the tract runs along the base 
of tho hills forming the second range of the Vindhyau chain, whereas tho Chhibu 
patba does not extend to the hills. Resides, the latter tract is all fiat, whereas tho 
Taraiiban pathd is broken by low hills, near tho loot of which on both sides the soil 
is poor aud stony. On the whole, the tract now under report is more backward and 
remote, aud rents are lower. 

“ The following are the piitlm soils and rates : — 

iC Wet gauhdn is all devoted to garden crops. Them are only 73 acres, all mixed 
up in holdings with other soils. Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-8-0 per bigha aro the rates stated 
( Rs. 4-10-0 to Rs. 5-12-6). I take Rs. 5 as an average rate. It is much inferior to the 
similar class in tho plains, but is still a very fair and well-manured soil.. Rs 5-8-0 
was the Chhibu rate, but that would bo too high hero. 

“ Dry gauhdn comprises 1,452 acres, or l>'5 per cent of (be area. I can onlv 
find 49 acres paying Rs. 2-8-8 per acre. Rut tnis is low. ‘ Sbikmis’ pav Rs. 3 and 
Rs. 3-8-0, and Re. 1-4-0 to Re. 1-8-0 per bigba (Rs. 2-14-0 to Rs. 3-7-0 per aero 
are the usual admitted rates. 

“ Tbo soil is, however, distinctly poorer than in Chhibu, and I take a slightly 
lower rate, Rs. 3 instead of Rs. 3-4-0. 

“ There is no mar in this tract. 

“ First class kdbar comprises only 181 acres, all on lump rents. I find Rs 2-2-0 
paid over a small area by ' shikinis 7 aud tho rates stated arc 12 annas to Re. 1-2-0 per 
bigha (Re. l-l 1-0 to Rs. 2-9-0). I take Rs. 2-4-0 as my rate, as iu Chhibu. 

“ Second class kdbar lias an area of 1,410 acres, or 6‘3 per cent. 1 find 91 acres 
paying 12 annas per acre. Rut 1 shikmis’ pay up to He. 1-6-0, and the admitted rates 
point to Re. 1-2-0 as a fair rate. In Chhibu the rate was Ro. 1-4-0. 

“ Wet gauhdn.— There aro 42 acres of wet sigon outside tho gaulnin circle, all on 
lump rents. It is most desirable to encourage the construction of wells in a tract 
whom irrigation is almost unknown, and whore the difficulties are great. I therefore 
only fix the low rate of Rs. 3-8-0. 
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“ Dry sigon, first class , comprises 2,322 acres, or 10 - 4 per cent. It is by far the 
most valuable soil. It is generally near the village site, and more or less improved by 
manure and good cultivation. I find 198 acres paying Rs. 2-8-11. The admitted 
rates range from Re. 1 per bigha (Rs. 2-5-0} to Re. 1-6-0 (Rs. 3-2-0). But the 
genoral standard is lower than in Chhibd. I take Rs. 2-10-0. In Chhibu the rato 
was Rs. 2-12 -0. 

“ Dry sigon , second class, comprises a very large area, 6,516 acres, or 29'3 per cent. 
Of this, 237 acres pay Ro. 1-17-0, and the admitted rates range from R 3 . 0-8-0 per 
bigha ! Re. 1-2-0 per acre) to annas 14 (Rs. 2 per acre). I tako Re. 1-8-0 agin 
Chhibu. 

“ Dry s{yon, third class, comprises 7,550 acres, or 3.3'9 per cent. Of this 495 acres 
pay Rs. 0-12-5. But this is too high for an average. The usual rates are from 4 to 
6 annas per bigha. T take 10 annas as the average; rate. In Chhibu it was 12 annas. 

“ The greater proportion of the poor soil comes under this tract. Thoro is little 
rakar. 

“ First class rdlar comprises only 321 acres, or T5 percent. It pays from 5. 
annas to 10 annas per bigha (12 annas to Re. 1-8 per acre;. I take Ro. 1-4-0 as in 
Chhibu. 

“ Second class rdkar —Occupies 651 acres, or 2’9 per cent. The admitted rates 
aro the same as for sigon, third class , and I take the same rato, annas 10. 

“ The poor bho’a or red soil has an urea of only 1,540 acres, or 6 9 por cent, of the 
pargana. Of this 78 acres pay Re. 0-8-6 per acre. 

“ I have described this soil, it is crumbled sandstone undorlaid by a stony plat¬ 
form, and only producing poor kliarif crops. The usual courso is a crop of kodon, 
followed by til the next year; then the land lies fallow for years. 

“ Thus a l»rg; proportion of this land must be always fallow. Usually this land 
is hold on batai; even when let to tenants it is sublet on batiii. The rates stated are 
from two annas to five annas per bigna. I took eight annas as the rate in Chhibu, 
and found it worked well, and 1 adopt the same rate hero. 

“There aro 210 acres, or 1’0 per cent of kachhdr. It is all on lump rents ; it is 
a poor soil, tho streams being simply mountaiu torrents, dry during the greater part 
of the year, and not formiug tho samo rich alluvial deposit as the slow windiug streams 
«f the plains. 

“ I took Rs. 2 as my assumed rate for this soil in Chhibu ; but it came out rather 
hif'h in assessment; and I think Re. 1-8-0 will suit better here.” 

4. Detailed Statement of Average Rates. —Tho detailed soil and rates will be found 
in tho separate chapter allotted to each pargana. 

5. Abstract of Soils and Rates. —I give hero au abstract statement of soils aud 
rates for tho whole sub-division which may bo useful for comparison with the rates of 
oilier districts:— 

1 show tho soils and rates of the plain tract and of the hill tract separately : — 

Plain Circle. 


No. 

Soils. 

Area. 

rerccut- 

HgO. 

Rate. 

Rental. 


1 

Wet gauhan 



687 

0 3 

s 

8 

3 

4,492 

8 

0 

y 

Dry gauhiu 



10,337 

4 1 

3 

9 

2 

36,951 

12 

0 

3 

Mar 



34,909 

las 

2 

11 

l 

94,152 

14 

0 

•* 

Kabur ... ... 



27,999 

n-l 

2 

7 

2 


1 

0 

5 

Wet igon 



50 

leu 

5 

0 

8 

250 

0 

0 

6 

Dry *iguu (including jiarwS) 



!«3,jr7 7 

371 

0 

0 

3 

2,44,517 

5 

0 

7 

Rakar 


... 

01,979 

J>45 

1 

15 

9 

1,22,803 

2 

0 

ri 

Bhoti ... 


... 

V36 

01 

O 

6 

8 

118 

0 

0 

y 

damns taral 



1,725 

07 

3 

15 

5 

6,842 

8 

0 

to 

Kachkir ... ... 



t! 0,84 a 

8 3 

3 

1 

2 

G4,.j42 

15 

0 



Total 

... 

2,52,807 

1000 


8 

U 

6,42,824 

1 

0 
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Bill Circle. 


Mo. 

Soils. 

Area, 

Percent¬ 

age. 

Bate. 

KenUi. 








Kg. H 

P- 

Us. 

a. 

p. 

1 

Wet gmhsn ... 




145 

0*4 

5 

c 

2 

7C1 

0 

0 

2 

Dry gaubin ... 



,*» 

2,203 

0 1 

3 

1 

4 

0,793 

12 

0 

3 

Mir 



... 

301 

08 

9 

8 

0 

752 

8 

(1 

4 

Kibar ... 




3,756 

10-4 

i 

G 

11 

5,385 

12 

0 

5 

W ot aigon ... 




42 

0*1 

3 

8 

0 

147 

0 

0 

« 

Dry sigou ... 



»»» 


62« 

1 

5 

4 

80,2*22 

12 

o 

7 

Kdkar 



... 

2,G95 

7'4 

0 

14 

1 

2.369 

6 

0 

8 

Bhoti 



lit 

4,153 

11-5 

0 

8 

0 

2,07 6 

8 

0 

9 

Kachliar 




270 

0'7 

1 

9 

9 

435 

0 

0 




Total 

... 

36,264 

100 0 

i 

5 

7 

48,946 

10 

0 


6. Comparison of Rentals .—Tho total result, of average rates is Rs. 6,01,770. 
Adding Rs. 14,568 for sewai items, we get Rs. 7,06,338. 

But in Darseuda I added Rs. 9,187 for 4,000 acres out of cultivation, in order to 
get a standard area. 

In TaratilUin, on the other hand, cultivation was abovo average when the statistics 
wero prepared. I deducted 1,499 acres to obtain a standard area : this was valued at 
Rs. 1,976. 

Tho net increase was thus Rs. 7,211, which we must add to the rental obtained 
by application of average ratos to got an assumed rental. This rental is Rs. 7,13,549. 

It exceeds tho present correctod rental by 7 - 5 per cent. 

This oxcoods Mr. Mayno’s assumed rental in 1859 (on which the expiring demand 
is based) by 29 per cent. 

Considering that thore has been no great mcreaso in cultivation or in popula¬ 
tion, and that thero has been no extonsion of irrigation, tho rise in rental is as much 
as could have been expected. It is entirely due to tho rise in prices and to tho 
increased prosperity ot tho tract. 

It only exceeds the assumod rental of last settlement by 7 per cont. But tho 
latter was certainly at that time far too high, and produced unfortunate results. 
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CHAPTER X. 

PaSOANA ASSESSMENTS. 

The complote statistics of each pargana aro given in the rent rate reports. But 
it is, I think, desirable that this report should be so far complete in itself that all the 
leading facts connected with each pargana should bo found in it, although for detailed 
statistics it may bo necessary to consult the rent rate reports. 

I propose, therefore, to give a brief sketch of the history and circumstances of 
each pargana, and to describo the mode and results of assessment The new district 
revenue being simply the sum of these assessments, this subject will naturally lead up 
to the financial results of the settlement. 
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CHATTER XI. 

Pakhana Darsknda. 

1. Description. —This was the first pargana assessed. It is the most eastern 
part of the sub-division, and is entirely in the plain tract, of the Banda district. 

On tho north and north-east it is bounded by tho Jumna, and the Bagain and 
Paisuni flowing through it fall into that river. 

Its aroa by present survey is 2,28,933 acres, or 357'7 square miles ; its cultivated 
area is 1,15,534 acres, or exclusive of the inuiifi villages is 1,09,519 acres, and the 
revonno of tho completed sottloment is Rs. 1,48,304, with a revenue rato of Rs. 1-5-8 
on the cultivated area. 

There are 233 souls to the square mile and 432 to tho cultivated square mile. 

In 1285 there were 1,15,584 acres under cultivation, of which tho raid crops 
occupied 634 por cont. of tho aroa. In 1286 cultivation had risen to 1,30,663 acres, 
of which the rnbi crops only occupied 41 per cent. This shows how cultivation fluc¬ 
tuates in Bundelkhand. Jo&r and cotton are the chief kbarif staples, while grain aud 
mixed crops of gram and barley, and gram and wheat, predominate among the rabi 
crops. 

Practically there is no irrigation—only 248 acres, or 0 2 por cent, of the cultivat¬ 
ed area, being so recorded. 

Water is far from the surface aud scanty, and wells few; while the rivers flow in 
depressed channels below the general level of the country, so that without an expendi¬ 
ture beyond tho means of the jxioplo it would bn impossible to utilize their waters. 
Tanks are little used for irrigation : occasionally a few rice-fields near are flooded 
from them ; but, as a rule, all their wator is not too much to supply the cattle during 
tho long dry season, as it quickly dries up under a Bundelkhand sun. 

The rivers greatly affect (he character of tho soils near. The low-lving kachhar 
and tarai lauds, enriched as tlioy are by tho muddy deposit of tho rainy season, are 
very fertile. 

Tho land above is mixed with gravel and kaukur and cut up by ravines, and the 
too rapid drainago impoverishes it, and carries off its best constituents. 

The rest of tho pargnna differs little in character from the tracts to the west in 
which the oalcaroous soils of tho well-known Bundelkhand type prevail. West of the 
Bagain the soil is chiefly level mar and kabar, a. continuation of that found in par- 
gana August. Between the Bagain ami Paisuni there is practically no mdr, and light 
kabar and pnrwd and rdkar are the chief soils. East of the Paisuni and running 
south-east t.o tho borders of Taraiihan and Chhihii wo again find wide level mar and 
kabar tracts, only changing to parwd and r&kar in the broken ground near the afflu¬ 
ents of the raisnnf. 

Brahmins own more land than any other class, 43 per cent, of the whole area. 
Next come Thaknrs with 23 por cent and Muhammadans with 10 per cent. The 
latter are generally the descendants of officials, who obtained their land in the early 
days of our rule. 

Brahmins aud Thaknrs also cultivate by far the greater portion of the land, iho 
former holding 38 por cent., and the hitter 33 per cent. 

The hotter cultivators—Kurmis, lvdchhis, Rodhus—cultivate a very small propor¬ 
tion of the land. 

Occupancy tenants hold 33'8 per cent, of the cultivated area aud 51‘4 per cent, 
of the aiou cultivated by tenants, paying Rs. 2-8-5 per acre, and 34 -2 per cent, is sir 
land. Tcnanls-at-\\iII hold 31'9 percent., paying Rs. 2-0-11 per acre. 

2. Former Jamas. —This pargana suffered more than any other in the sub-divi¬ 
sion from over-assessment. In 1223 Easli (1815-16) Mr. Waring raised the revenue 
from Rs. 1,95,357 to Rs. 2,41,509, or by 25 per cent. 
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In 1241 Fasli, when Mr. Begbie made a settlement on tbe basis of tbe actual col¬ 
lections, be reduced to Rs. 1,90,270. Mr. Wright., in the Regulation IX. of 183.3 
settlement, only increased to Rs. 1,93,325. But the long over-assessment had broken 
down the pargana, and it deteriorated still further till tho mutiny, having suffered 
more than any other in tho sub-division from tbe spread of kiins. In 1859 Mr. 
Mayne revised tho rovenne in 100 out of 188 villages. Tho demand was reduced from 
Its. 1,93,325, at which it then stood, to Rs. 1,49,731, or by 22’5 per cent. 


I show below the successive assessments with the periods daring which thoy were 
in force, tho result of Mr. Mayne’s revision and expiring demand :— 



[ 


1 

I 


Seven! Ii, or. 

- “ 

First Set- 

SecoiidSet- 

Third Set- 

FourthSet- 

'Fifth Set 

Isixlli Set- 

Settlement 

i M r. M nyne’s 


l.lintcit t, 

' tlcment, j 

1 lenient, 

tiement, 

tlC(Ilf lit, 

tlcment, 

under liegu- 

Present 

1X14 tn 

1 1217 to ; 

1223 to 

I22S to 

1*53 to 

1241 to ! 

lation IX. ot 

revision in 

revenuo. 

1210 Fasli, 

1219 Fault. 

i 

1227 Fasli. 

1232 Fasli. 

1237 Fusli. 

1255 Fasli j 

1 1831, IJ25 ) 
to 1279 Kiisli. 

j 1267 Fasli, 

1 

Its, 

Ks. 

Ils. 

its. 

Ks. 

Its. 

Kb. 

Ks. 

Ks. 

1,99,382 

1,95,357 ! 

i 

2,44,500 

2,28,409 

2,29,511 

1,90,270 

1,93,375 

1,49,731 

1,48.394 


This is the amount actually paid to Government, In addition, Rs. 9,290, the 
revenuo of eight muali villages are assigned to inntifidars mostly for the support of 
temples. Thus, the total revenuo collected is Rs. 1,57,594. 


3. Working of Last Settlement .-^Noarly 25 per cent, of the area was sold or 
farmed for arrears. Transfers of all kinds amounted to 51 per cent, of the area; while 
if wo count transfers, howovor often repeated, tho area transferred amounted to 93 per 
cent, of the area. Nearly all tho compulsory transfers occurred be faro Mr. Mayue’s 
rovision, aud the price realized at all kinds of sales was very low, little more than one 
year’s purchase of the revenue. During the period following the revision transfers 
were fewer and land had risen to nearly lour years’ purchase of the revenuo. Afler tho 
conclusion of the term of settlement (between 1280 and 1285 Fasli) land sold for noarly 
five years’ purchase of tho jama, though the period was one of agricultural depression 
on account of disastrous incursion of kans. 

On the whole, it may ho said that the settlement worked very badly before 
Mr. Mayne’s rovision, partly on account of a heavy and badly-distributed revenue, and 
partly on account of bad seasons, and that afterwards tho revised revenuo worked ns 
well as could bo expected, considering bow entirely the pargana is dependent on the 
vicissitudes of seasons. Land, though absolutely of very low value ns compared with 
Doab districts, sells for a much higher price than formerly. 

Laud is, however, fur less valuable in this pargana than in the rest of the sub¬ 
division. 

4. Comparison of Areas .—Cultivation has rernaiued almost stationary siuco last 
settlement, with great variations from year to year. 

Considering that at that time the district was in a depressed state, and that there 
is so much ml tumble waste, it cannot be said there has been much improvement 
during the lust 30 years. 

5. Comparison of Rentals .—The following form shows tho assumed rental of 
lust settlement, tlie present recorded rental, the corrected rental, and the rental which 
would he required on tho half-asset principle to keep the present revenue unchanged : — 


Assumed rental 
of last seitle- 
me ut. 

Present recorded 
rental. 

i 

Corrected rental. 

Kentnl required 
to keep the pre¬ 
sent revenue 
unehanged. 

Its. 

Ks. 

Its 

Rs. 

2.98,987 

2,57,094 

2,65,493 

3,15,188 
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6. Assumed Rales .—'Tho following statement shows my ratos, with the result 


Soil. 



Area. 

Per¬ 

cent¬ 

age. 

Land at 
ascer¬ 
tained 
rents. 

ABcertain- 
ed rate. 

Assumed 

r&iu. 

Rental. 







Us. a. 

P 

R» 

a. 

P- 

ns. 

a. 

p- 

Wet gauban 

.a. 

... 

243 

0 2 

ill 

a 5 

6 

6 

8 

t) 

1.579 

8 

u 

Dry jrimhan 



4.131 

3 G 

1,481 

3 2 

1 

8 

G 

0 

13.842 

2 

0 

Mar, tat class 


• •• 

2,18* 

T9 

1,158 

2 13 

ii 

3 

8 

0 

7.661 

8 

0 

Mar. 2nd class 



7*08*1 

6 1 

2.802 

1 15 

] 

2 

8 

0 

17,700 

0 

0 

KAbar, 1st class 



3,025 

*>G 

7? 2 

2 S 

6 

2 

15 

0 

8,885 

15 

0 

It a bar, 2nd class 


... 

13,605 

17 6 

4.354 

2 1 

0 

2 

7 

0 

38,524 

11 

0 

Kabar, Srd clasa 



2,385 

21 

838 

I 12 

3 

2 

0 

0 

4,770 

0 

0 

t'urwu, 1st class 



8.411 

7 3 

3,320 

2 10 

9 

8 

l 

0 

23,758 

11 

0 

Parn6, 2nd class 



20,240 

17-C 

6.441 

2 3 

7 

2 

7 

0 

49,335 

0 

0 

Parwa, 3rd class 



8,071 

7 3 

2,892 

2 1 

7 

a 

2 

0 

18,426 

14 

u 

Rak&r, 1st class 


... 

8,OH8 

7 0 

8,193 

2 7 

6 

2 

7 

0 

19.7M 

8 

0 

Rakar, 2 nd class 


1 *. 

21,132 

18 3 

8,-<84 

1 14 

8 

1 

13 

0 

Ss.SOI 

12 

0 

Jamil* tarsi, 1st class 


,,, 

670 

O 5 

256 

3 11 

n 

4 

4 

0 

2,847 

8 

0 

Jaiunn tarai, 2nd class 



188 

0-1 

45 

3 1 

6 

3 

4 

0 

fill 

0 

0 

Kacldiar, 1st class 


... 

4.397 

4*0 

1,623 

4 0 

i 

4 

3 

0 

19,249 

15 

0 

Kachliar, 2ud class 


... 

4,944 

4-3 

2.1*3 

3 0 

8 

3 

2 

0 

15,460 

0 

0 

Kaoiibtu, Srd claaa 

... 

... 

3,785 

3-3 

1,520 

2 6 

11 

2 

6 

0 

8,989 

5 

0 

Total 


1,15,384 

100-0 

41,329 

2 5 

6 

2 

8 

5 

2.91,747 

6 

0 


But I had shown that tho cultivated area of 1285 was below the average. On tho 
other hand, that of 128(5 was above tho average. To obtain a fair average standard I 
took tho average cultivated area for the 17 years from 1270 to 1286 inelusivo. This 
was 1,19,687 acres, or in rouud umnbcrs 4,000 acres more than in 1285, though much 
less than in 1286. 

1 valued this excess of 4,000 acres roughly at Rs. 2-4-9, tho actual rate paid by 
tonants, and thus added Rs. 9,187 to the rental. To this was added Rs. 5,160 for 
sewdi items when the assumed rental of Rs. 3,06.094 was obtained. 


The following was the composition of tho rent-roll : 


Rent roll at pro¬ 
posed average 
rates. 

Proposed valua¬ 
tion of unculti¬ 
vated laud. 

Sewii items. 

Total. 

Rate on cultiva¬ 
tion. 

Rs 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

5,91,747 

9,187 

6,180 

8,06,094 

2 10 4 


I uote that this was the only pargana in which allowance had to ho made for a 
cultivated area below the average. The papers of Chhibu and Tarauban wore prepared 
for the years 1286 and 1281 respectively—both vory good years for Bundclkliand— 
and iu these parganas allowance had to he made for a probable decrease in cultivation. 

The assumed rental exceeded the recorded rontalby 19 por cent, and the corrected 
rental by 15 per cent 

7. Proposed Revenue ,—These rates pointed to a rovenno of Rs. 15,350, beiDg a 
reduction of Rs. 4,544, or 2'8 por cent, on tho old demand, with a rate of Re. 1-5-2 on 
cultivation. Of this demand, however, only Rs. 1,48,304 was actually paid to Govern¬ 
ment, Rs. 9,290 being assigned to muafidars. 

But I specially noted thut it would be impossible to adhere closely to rates. I 
quote from my report:— 

“ Necessity for caution in applying rates ,—I need hardly say that it will be 
impossible to adhoro closely to rates in assessing a pargana in which, from special 
circumstances, tho best soils aro undor-rented, and where it has been, in the case of 
several important classes of soils, impossible to find a sufficiently large area paying 
known rents to afford grounds lor a really satisfactory induction. 

“The special characteristics of each village must bo even more than usually 
looked to; the amount of good cultivable land, the character and circumstances of the 
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proprietors, the extent to which the village has been injured by kilns, and the probabi¬ 
lity of recovery. 

“The rates will give a standard of comparison, and I believe that, on the whole, 
thov fairly represent the value of the land, and that their application Bhows what will 
bo the approximate result of tho assessment. But in detailed assessment I would apply 
them with far more caution and with more allowances for the special circumstances of 
each village than I have been in the habit of doing in other districts.’* 

8. Justification of Proposed Assessment ,—The reduction is very small as com¬ 
pared with those granted in the western parganas of Banda. 

But it mast be remembered that Mr. Mayno’s reductions hore were large and well- 
timed, and that the incidence of the present demand is far from high. 

Mr. Mayno’s jamas worked well from 1859 till 1873, when there were an unfor¬ 
tunate series of bad seasons, with much devastation from k&ns. 

But no revenue at all suitable for the pargana in ordinary years could have been 
rigidly collected during those years without causing great distress. 

The fault lay not in the settlement, but in the inelastic revenue administration, 
wbioh undoubtedly led to great distress among the largo proprietary bodies and to many 
sales and mortgages of ancestral land. 

But this affords no presumption in favour of a general redaction of revenue. My 
policy, if approved, will be to fix full jamas, with allowance for a reasonable increase 
in cultivation on all purchasers. This is only justice to the State, and it is perfectly 
in accordance with tho principles of a half-asset assessment. We are justified in all 
.cases in basing the revenue, to a certain extont, on the existence of a large area of good 
culturablo land, which may be mado valuable by a little enterprise. In the case of 
largo bodies of peasant proprietors, wo refrain from doing so to any extent from 
motives of policy and consideration for their circumstances. 

But to exercise such forbearance in the case of non-resident speculators, who 
have purchased their villages at almost nominal prices, and who, in Bundelkhand at 
any rato, do nothing for their improvement, would be simply unfair to the rest of the 
community. In many of those villages some enhancement will be possible ; in few 
will reduction bo necessary. 

On tho other baud, there are a number of large Bhaiachara villages in which, 
from being obliged to pay up the revomie during the bad season following 1873, the 
sharers have completely broken down. Many of their cattle have been sold, and they 
can hardly keop up cultivation, llere largo reduction is just, and iudoed necessary. 

But, in my opinion, a policy of low jamas is, as a rule, a mistake in Bundelkhand. 
No matter what revenue is fixed, many seasons will occur during a settlement when 
it cannot be rigidly collected without hardship. 

If a low revenue be fixed, the State loses largely in ordinary years, when tho pro¬ 
fits of Bundelkhand villages are ofteu large, and no corresponding advantage is 
obtained by the people who certainly will not save the surplus for bad years. 

And in all probability, if there be a cycle of bad seasons or an incursion of k&ns, 
even this low rovenue caunot be collected rigidly without oausiug widespread distress 
and rain. 

The Bundelkhand question is, in my opinion, simply one of intelligent and vigi¬ 
lant revenue administration, 

I would fix a full rovenue which would suit ail ordinary years, and of which the 
pressure would bo sufficient to prevent zamindars aud teuauts from allowing too much 
laud to fall out of cultivation from indoleuco. But I would have it admitted that this 
reveuue is an uncertain one, and depends on tho continuance of fair seasons. In bad 
years I would have suspensions aud, if necessary, remissions granted freely, promptly, 
and as a matter of course. 
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Comparatively small sums given up by Government in this way .would, in my 
opinion, do infinitely more good to the people than a far larger amount abandoned in 
the form of light settlements. 

9, Orders of Board .—-Tho Board sanctioned tho rates on tho 14th January, 
1880, and expressed their full concurrence with the principles laid down in the last 
section. They also approved of my assessment on a standard area little in excess of 
that under cultivation at the time. 

10. Financial Results. —The revenue given out was Rs. 1,40,363 on the revenue- 
paying villages, being a reduction of 5‘4 per cent, on tho old demand. 

I assessed considerably bolow my rates, as 1 found that many villages wero so 
broken down that a greater reduction than 1 bad expected was necessary. 

On the other hand, when I came to detailed assessment, I found that in many 
villages whero T. had oxpeoted a considerable increase of revenue I was unable to assess 
up to my rates, or up to the existing rental. Those villages wero ofteuod owned by 
large proprietary bodies who had suffered severely during the seasons of adversity, and 
who wore now beginning to recover themselves. The area under cultivation varies so 
much with the seasons in Banda, that enhancements must be made with great caution. 

1 show tho incidence of tho old revenue at last settlement (on the revenue-paying 
villages), of the expiring revenuo by sanctioned rates, and of the revenue assessed:— 
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Rate on cultiva¬ 
tion. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Pargana ChhTbi5. 

1. Description.— This pargana lies east of Darsendd, and is also bounded on the 
north by the Jamnd. 

A range of low rocky bills, the commencement of tho Vjndhyan range, runs 
through tlie pargana in a south-westerly direction from the banks of tho Jainnd to 
the borders of the RRva territory and Tarauhun, and divides it into two unequal parts 
differing greatly in physical characteristics. 

The western division is much larger than the other. It is simply a continuation 
of the ordinary Bfinda plain country, comprising groat mar and kiihar tracts inter¬ 
spersed with the high sandy soil known hero as sigon, and with rakar in tho undulat¬ 
ing land near the streams and ravines. 

Going east towards tho Vindhyau range, the soil gradually becomos lighter, 
and outlying spurs and isolated liiils mark tho commencement of an entire change in 
the character of the country. 

Tho hills do not rise iu peaks, hut simply support an elevated plateau ; itself 
extending to the foot of a higher range, on which rests tho liiwd plateau. 

They are rocky in character and generally wooded to a certain extent ; though 
in this pargana tho forest has in great, part disappeared, os from tho vicinity of the 
Jamna thore has always been a great trade in firewood to Allahabad. The trees are 
chiefly ebony', sej, sabii, with a number of mahua trees intersporsed. For some distanco 
beyond the crest of the range this wooded and uncultivated tract continues gradually 
changing to tho level country of the pathd (plateau). 

The Vindhyan hills are composed chiefly of sandstone, and the soil near the edge 
of the plateau is simply crumbled sandstone, with hardly any depth of earth. 

This reddish soil is locally known as bhotd, and is of very poorest description. It 
■will only hear a poor autumn crop of kodon or til: a rabf crop is seldom sown. It 
requires frequent fallow to produce anything, and its produce is so uncertain that it 
is nearly always on batdi, hardly ever paying money rent. 

But in many places, from the decomposition of vegetable matter, a bettor soil has 
gradually covorod the bhota, aud wo find sigon, mar and kabar, resembling that of 
the lower country in character, though always far inferior in fertility. Indeed, 
some cases the actual process of change of Boil may ho observed. In tho places whero 
cattle and sheep are folded in tho juugle, the red soil becomes so much improved that 
a “ rabi ” crop can be grown on it, and in such cases a low money rent is sometimes 
fixed. 

The area is 2,02,601 acres, or 316’6 square miles. The cultivated area is now 
97,123 acres, or 1518 square miles, and the culturable area 66,316 acres, or 103'6 
square miles. 

Tho revenue of the old settlement was Rs. 1,10,969, with a rate of Re. 1-2-10 on 
the cultivated area. This was exclusive of Rs. 3,700, the revenue of eight villages, 
which has beeu permanently granted to inu&fidars. 

The population has a density of 236 to tho square mile and 493 to tho cultivated 
square mile. 

There is practically no irrigation, the only exception being a few acres of garden 

land near the village sites. Except the Jamnd, there are no important streams. 

Tho kliarlf crops generally cover a much larger area than tho raid. In 1286 and 
1287 they occupied 67 - 3 aud 69'8 per cent, respectively of the area. At last settle¬ 
ment 67 per cent, was under khsirlf, joar, bdjrd, aud cotton are tho most important 
kharif crops, and gram and barley mixed with gram the most important rabi crops. 

There are 210 cattlo to the square mile, aud 438 to tho cultivated square 


mile. 
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Occupancy tenants hold 38'9 per cenk. of the area paying Rs. 2-9-4 per acre, and 
holding 5*5 acres each : 26*3 per cent, is sir ; and tenants-at-will hold 33'4 per cent., 
paying Re. 1-11-6 per acre, and cultivating 5*4 aores each. 

Brahmins are hy far tho largest class of proprietors, owning aa they do 61 *7 per 
cent of the area. Not only do they form tho majority of the old village communities, 
bat many estates have also been brought up hy merchants and money-lenders of tho 
class. Unliko DnraendA, thero arc few Thakur proprietors in Chhibu. 

Brahmins also cultivate fur more than any other class, whether as sir or astenants. 
They hold nearly 50 per cent, as cultivators and 17-4 per cent as proprietors’ sir. 

Kurmis, the most valuablo agricultural class, cultivate altogether 16 per cent. — x 
groat advantage to this pargana. 

2. Former Settlements .—Pargana Chhibu suffered from over-assessment in the 
early period of British rule. 

In 1223 Fasli (1815-16) Mr. Waring raised the revenue from Rs. 93,277 to 
Rs. 1,20,579, or hy nearly 39 por cent. 

The previous revenue, howover, had been lighter than in DarsendA; and the 
pargana did not suffer to the same extent. Tho oastern parganas, being more remote 
and less in demand by spoculation, suffered less than those noarer Binda. 

In 1241 Fasli Mr. Bcgbie reduced from Rs. 1,27,759 to Rs. 1,23,949. But At 
the Regulation IX. of 1833 satllemcnt Mr. Wright unfortunately raised even beyond 
the standard of Mr. Waring’s jama ; he fixed Rs. 1,38,493. 

Thero can bo no doubt that this was far more than the pargana could bear, and it 
led to numerous farms and sales for arrears, and to the transfers by sale and mortgage 
pf a very large area at very low prices. 

Like the other parganas, too, Chhibu suffered from bad seasonsand the spread of kins. 

Even before the mutiny relief was sanctioned. 

In 1859 Mr. Mayne offected prompt and generous reductions from Rs. 1,37,530 
to Rs. 1,14,943, a fall of 10 per cent. This restored prosperity to tho pargana, 

I show tho previous assessments and the expiring demand :— 


First set¬ 
tlement, : 
m* to 
1210 Fasli. 

Second 
settlement, 
1317 to 
1319 Fasli. 

Third 
settlement, 
1323 to 
1227 Fusli. 

Fourth 1 Fifth 
settlement, sett]enaeut 
134S to m3 to 

1232 Fasli. 1537 Fasli., 

i 

Sixth 
settlement, 
1341 to 
12SS Fasli. 

Seventh set¬ 
tlement under 
Regulation IX 
of 1833, 19»e> 
to 1279 Fasli 

I 

Mr. Mavne'a 1 
revision in 1 
12t>7 Fik&li. 

Present 

revenue. 

D, 

#4,383 

Its. 

93,277 

Rs. 

1,29,579 

1 

1 

Bs, K». 

J ,28,485 1,27,759 

! 

Ks, 

1,23,949 

Es. 

J, 38,493 

Ha. 

1,14,943 

Hs. 

1,14,139 

1 


3. Working of Last Settlement .—Tho area sold for arrears during the term of 
settlement was very large, 35,511 acres, while the price realized was only half a year’s 
pnrohaso of the revenue. 


In addition, 29,750 acres wero farmed for arrears, so that altogether 65,261 acres, 
or 35'6 per cent, of the wholo area, were transferred, either permanently or tem¬ 
porarily, for arrears of revenue. Transfers of all kinds amounted to 91,964 acres, or 
about SOT per cent, of the area; while, if we count transfers, however often reported 
the area transferred amounted to 1,51,624 acres, or 82*6 per cent, of the area. 

All the compulsory transfers occurred before Mr. Mayno’s revision, and the prices 
realized at all kinds of sales were as low us in Darscnda, only 1*3 year’s of jama. But 
in the second period (after Mr. Alayne’s revision) land sold for eight years’ purchase of 
tho revenue, while it only realized 3'8 in Darscndii, an immense difference in value. 
During tbo whole 30 years of the settlement (from 1280 to 1 285 Fasli) land sold for 
7'3 years’ of tho revenue, and that, too, in spite of temporary depression on account of 
lad seasons and tho spread of kfins. 
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In Dnrseud4 land at this time only sold for 4'8 years’ purchase of the revenue. 

In my rent rate roport I wroto .*— 

“ From an examination of these statistics I deduce that the revenue fixed by 
Mr. Wright was oppressive; that its effects were increased by bad seasons and the 
spread of kans, so that it became necessary to sell and farm a very largo area for 
arrears ; and that a great deal more was sold and mortgaged at almost nominal prices. 

“ After Mr. Mayne’s revision, forced transfers ceased and land increased enormously 
in value up till the end of the terms of settlements. 

“After 1280 the large number of transfers within a few years show that the period 
must have been one of agricultural distress, but tho prico realized, high for this district, 
shows that the revenue did not press so as to deter purchasers. 

“ Again, a comparison with Darsendi shows that while before Mr. Mayne’s revision 
land was of equal value in both parganas, after that revision it was very much more 
valuable iu Chbibu.” 

On the whole, the examination of the statistics tended to show that the revenue 
was a moderate one. 

4. Comparison of cultivated areat .—At last settlement the cultivated area was 
1,00,145 acres; iu 1286 Fasli, the year for which statistics have been prepared, it was 
97,128 acres ; in 1287, the yoar of my inspection, it roso to 1,02,446 acres, or more 
than 2 per cent, over the cultivation of last settlement. 


I show the cultivated areas of fifteen years, from 1273 to 1287 inclusive :— 


Year. 

1273 

Fasli. 1 

1274 

Fusil. 

127ft 

Fasli. 

177 a 

t’anli. 

1277 

Fo«li. 

! I57B 1 
fault 

1-79 

F»bll. 

1280 

Kiiall. 

1281 

Fusil. 

1282 

JfUflll. 

1288 

Fasli. 

1284 

Fasli 

1280 

Fa»li. 

1280 

Fasli. 

1 llil-7 

1 Fasli. 

Aver¬ 

age. 


Rs. 

Eh. 

Re. 

118 . 

Be. 

1 Pc 

i 

8. 

Its. 

Its. 

Ra, 

Ks. 

Ka. 

1 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Its. 

R». 

Ks. 

Cultivated area , 
in acres. 

80,321 1 

80,790 

! 

03,882 

■A 671 

»:t,702 

03, 

fly 4 

01,010 

8u,07u 

m *J,550 

82,800 

8'1,069 

8.1.795 

81,270 97,126 

' 

1,02,440 

89,904 


From this it will he seen that after 1278 the cultivation began to fall off, and 
continued to do so till 1284. This was on account of the spread ol kfms in those years, 
which caused great distress, especially in the western parts of the pargana. 


In 1285 11877) the rains were very light, and kaus consequently began to dis¬ 
appear. Cultivation slightly increased that year, ns after tho rain, in October, a large 
amount of land was broken up for the rabi. In 1286 tile rainfall was singularly favour¬ 
able for the kharif crops and unfavourable for kans, and, consequently, large tracts, 
previously fallow for many years on account of kaus, were brought under the plough. 

The rains of 1287 were also favourable, and kans continued to disappear before 
cultivation. 

These statistics show how variable is cultivation in Bundolkhand. The want of 
allowance for this uncertainty was one of the causes of the failure of the last settle¬ 
ment, Cultivation was then at a very high standard all over the district, and 
Mr. Wright imposed the maximum rat09 on each class of soil. 

The natural result was, that the revenue pressed severely when, as was inevitable, 
cultivation began to fall off and could not bo realized in had years. Mr. Mayne per- 
cieved this, and fixed a revenue which has boeu paid with ease since 1859. 


I show tho contrast between the plain and hill circles in proportion of cultivated 
area to total area, in density of population, and in revenue rate on cultivation 


Circle. 

Number 

of 

Total area. 

Cultivated 

1 

Cultivable 

I Density 

1 °t 

j Existing 

Rate on 
oultira- 

villages. 

area. 

area. 

population. 

revenue. 

lion. 



Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 


as. 

Rs. a. p. 

Plain circle ... 

143 

1,00,478 

82,696 

44,300 

201 4 

1,08,178 

14 4 

Hill circle ... 

41 

4 SI, 123 

14,482 

23,010 

1411 

9,366 

1 __ 

O 10 6 


10 
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5. Comparison of Rentals .—The following form shows for both circles and for 
tho pargana the assumed rental of last settlement, the present recorded rental, the 
eorrectod rental, and the rental which would be required on the half-assot principle to 
keep the present revenue unchanged :—■ 


Circle. 

Assumed rental j 
of last settle¬ 
ment. 

'Present, recorded 
rental. 

i 

Corrected rental, 1 

1 

i 

linual required 
to keev fhtr per* 
Rem revenue un¬ 
changed. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs 

Be. 

Plain circle ... ... 

1,83,630 

1,81,668 

I,'0,nl7 

2,10,346 

Hill circle 

19,110 

\ 7,ti02 ! 

22,563 

18,732 

Total ... | 

2,07,740 

1,99,170 

2,12,570 

2,49,078 


6. Assumed Rates.~ The following form shows my assumed lutes for the plain 
circle with the results :— 


Soil. 

Area, 

. 

Percent¬ 

age. 

Lund at 
ascer¬ 
tained 
rents. 

Ascertain¬ 
ed rate. 

Assumed 

ratu. 

Assumed rental. 






Us 

a. 

P- 

Rs 

a. 

P- 

Rs. 

a. 

P. 

Wet gauhiin ... 


173 

02 


6 

0 

9 

6 

4 

0 

1,081 

4 

0 

Dry gauhan ... 

•'* 

4,950 

61 

»,38! 

3 

13 

6 

3 

8 

0 

14,673 

0 

0 

Mar, 1st class 


4,000 

4-8 

2.9'7 

1 

ltl 

2 

3 

8 

0 

14,0(10 

(1 

0 

Mir, 2nd class 

... 

11,462 

13 9 

7,103 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7 

0 

27,938 

10 

0 

Kiliar, 1st class ... 


1.18* 

14 

424 

1 

13 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3,667 

0 

ft 

Kibar, Suil class 


2,246 

2-7 

696 

1 

7 

4 

2 

6 

0 

6,334 

4 

0 

K&bar, 3rd class ... 


390 

0-6 

1.47 

1 

1 

11 

2 

0 

0 

780 

0 

0 

Sigon, 1st class ... 

»»• 

6,666 

79 

1,729 

3 

8 

8 

3 

8 

0 

22,981 

0 

ft 

Stgou, 2nd class 

»»• 

14,867 


4,097 

2 

7 

2 

2 

8 

0 

37,167 

8 

0 

Sigon, 3rd class ... 

... 

7,466 

•ffTHX'Jf 

1,893 

i 

8 

8 

i 

10 

0 

12.132 

4 

0 

Rakur, 1st clang ... 


10,726 

130 


2 

9 

8 

2 

7 

0 

26.144 ]0 

0 

JMkar, 2nd cluas ... 

>■« 

11,676 

140 

3 693 

1 

13 

1 

1 

10 

0 

18,81 t 

0 

0 

•Jsixmi Tarii, 1st class 


846 

10 

210 

3 

7 

2 

4 

0 

0 

3,384 

0 

0 

Jamni Tarii, 2nd class... 

... 

_!»* 


19 

3 

0 

10 

3 

4 

0 

364 

0 

0 

XiliCillll d I , 1 it ClftSS u| 
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7 

4 

0 

0 

8,528 

0 

0 

Kacbbir, 2nd class ... 


2,373 

2-9 

679 

9 

16 

0 

3 

n 

0 

7,119 

0 

0 

Kaclihar, 3rd class 


2,322 

2-9 

727 

2 

0 

6 

i 

14 

0 

4,353 

12 

0 

Total 

... 

82,696 

100-0 

30,271 

2 

1 

8 

3 

8 

4 

2,08,5G! 

4 

0 


Addiug Rs. 2,929 snoai items, the assumed rental is Rs. 2,11,490, exceeding that 
oflast settlement by 121 per cent., and Mr. Mavne’s assumed rental by 8G'8 percent. 
It exceeds tho recorded rental by 14'5 per cent, and the corrected rental by 9'8 per 
cent. 


In tho hill circle my rates were much lower, I wrote 

“We now eomo to the circle composed of 41 villages on the plateau above the 
first range of hills. The conditions here are very different. Population is much loss 
dense, being only 141T to tho square mile, while in the plain circle there are 261-4 
pcoplo to the square mile. 

All tho soils are very much poorer ; the rocky platform underlies them all; and 
instead of the rich, deep mar. kabar, and sigon of the plain country, we find only a 
more or less thin covering of these soils over stones. 

“ Tho hhotd or red soil is simply crumbled sandstone thinly laid over the rock. 

“ The value of land depends to a far greater extent than in tho plain country on 
the proximity to tho village sites and on the population. 

“ Holdings are much larger ; and we very rarely find Gelds paying ascertained 
rents. Much of tho poorer land is on batdi. 

“ Largo tracts are let in block and sublet to ‘ shikmis.’ 

“ I have practically founl no land in the hands of tenants in which there are 
ascertained rates on soils as in tho plain circle. In every village there are well-known 
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rates which are considered by the people to represent the value of the different soils, 
and I have taken these conventional rates into careful consideration. 

“ These admitted village rates collected at inspection, and the rates paid by ‘shikmis ’ 
bavo formed the basis of my assumed rates. 

“ But the hill circle is small (there being only 14,432 cultivated acres in all), and 
we certainly have not the materials to enable us to form so complete an induction as 
in other tracts. 

“ Tho circle belongs to a hill country, which is far less advanced than the rest of 
the district; and I at once admit that its assessment cannot be based on tho scientific 
moJoru system, but must depend to a greater extent than ordinarily on the judgment 
and local knowledge of tho assessing officer.” 

I show the assumed patha rates, with results :— 


8oiL, 

Area. 

Percent¬ 

age. 

Assumed 

rata. 

Rental. 








Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Rs. a. 

P- 

Wet gauhan 


••• 


• M 

78 


S 

8 

0 

429 0 

0 

Dry i»auban 


«•< 



753 

5‘3 

3 

4 

0 

2.466 12 

0 

Mur, 

ss • 

• ss 


... 

301 

2 1 

2 

8 

0 

762 8 

0 

Kabar, 1st clan 

«*■ 

... 


... 

6f»G 

4-7 

2 

4 

0 

1,543 8 

0 

Kibar, 2nd class 


... 


Ml 

1,484 

103 

1 

4 

0 

1,867 8 

0 

Sipon, 1st cUha 


... 

... 

»•* 

1.206 

8 4 

a 

12 

0 

3,316 8 

p 

Slgon, 2nd class 

••• 

>•* 

f •• 

III 

3,429 

238 

i 

8 

0 

6.143 8 

o 

Stvon, 3rd clans 

• •• 

... 

»»« 

... 

1,871 

13-0 

0 

12 

l> 

1,403 4 

0 

Rakar, 1st class 

«•« 


*♦» 

... 

846 

5 9 

l 

4 

0 

1,057 8 

0 

Kikar, 2nd class 


... 

... 

... 

1,011 

7 0 

0 

10 

0 

631 J4 

0 

Rhols 


... 

• *« 

... 

2,691 

Is-fi 

0 

8 

0 

1,346 8 

0 

Eacbbtr ... 


Ml 

• «* 

»•> 

OO 

0-4 

2 

0 

0 

120 0 

0 




Total 

II. 

14,432 

100 0 

1 

6 

8 

20,077 C 

0 


Tho rental thus obtained is Rs. 20,077. Adding Its. 592 for sowai items, we get 
an assumed rental of Rs. 20,669. 


This exceeds tho assumed rental of last settlement by 8'2 per cent.; it exceeds 
Mr. Mayne's assumed rental by 44 por cent., as he made a vory largo reduction in the 
hill tract, from Rs. 12,740 to Rs. 9,551. It exceeds the recorded rental by 17 per¬ 
cent. It is, however, less than tho corrected rental, as this includes all the poorest land 
(which is held on hatdi) valued at the rate paid by tenants for tho best land. 

The corrected rental here would be a very misleading guido. 

7. Proposed Revenue .—These rates pointed to a revonao of Rs. 1,05,745 in the 
plain tract, being an increase of Rs. 572, or 0'5 por cent, on tho present demand. Of 
this demand, however, I must note that Rs, 3,288 is assigned, only Rs. 1,02,457 being 
actually paid to Government. 

In tho bill tract the proposed revenue was Rs. 10,334, being an increase of 
Rs. 968, or 10-3 per cent. 

In the whole pargana the proposed revenue was Rs. 1,16,079, involving a very 
slight increase of Rs. 1,540, or 1'3 per cent. 

At tho same time I pointed out that tho hill tract in which the rates pointed to 
the greater part of tho increase was in an exceptional degree dependent on the vicis¬ 
situdes of the soasons, that it. dopendod far moro thau the plain country on tho autumn 
crops, and that a good rabi does not hero, as elsewhere, compensate for a poor kharif, 
harvest. I showed that tho people, too, wore poorer than in the rost of the district. 

In tho whole pargaua, too, cultivation was at a standard much higher than usual 
in the year for which the papers wero prepared, and allowance would have to be made 
for this in detailed assessment. 

It was probablo, therefore, that there would not be the anticipated increase. 

8. Sanction of Board of Revenue .—The Roard sanctioned the proposed rates on 
the 26th April, 1881, and concurred fully in tho views expressed in the report on the 
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question of Bundelkhand assessment. In forwarding tho sanction of the Board, 
the Commissioner urged special care being taken to assess on a moderate area of 
cultivation. 

9. Financial Betults .—The revenue given out was Rs. 1,09,427, being a reduc¬ 
tion of 1 *4 per cent, on the old demand in the revenue-paying villages. 1 thus 
assessed below my rates. 

In detailed assessment I found that I had to make larger allowances than I bad 
expected for cultivation, being at an unusually high staudard. I waB also unablo to 
enhance so much as I expeoted in the hill villages. Cultivation there is specially 
uncertain, and 1 found that enhancements could only be made with very great 
caution. 

1 show tho incidence of the old revenue at settlement (on the revenue-paying 
villages) of the existing revenuo, of the revenue by sanctioned rates, and of the 
revenue assessed for both tracts and for the whole pargana :— 

Plain Circle. 


Old revenue at settlement ... ... 

Existing revenue ... ... ... 

Revenue by sanctioned rates ... ... ... 

Revenue given out ... ... ... 

amount. 

Rste on cut, 
tivstiou. 

1,34 403 

1.01,873 

1,02,457 

1,00,097 

R». s. p. 

1 » s 

1 4 4 

1 4 5 

1 4 0 

Hill Circle. 

Old revenue at settlement ... ... ... ... 

Existing revenue ... ... ... ... ... 

Revenue by ssnetioned rates ... ... ... 

Revenue given out ... ... ... ... ... 

Amount. 

Rate on cul¬ 
tivation. 

IS, 57<> 
8,i>98 
10,087 
9,330 

Ks. a. p. 

o 10 s 

0 10 6 

0 116 

0 10 8 


Total. 


Old reveuus at settlement ... ... ... ... ... j 

1,86,973 

Ks. a. p. 

1 8 C 

Existing revenue ... ... ... 

1,10,989 

1 ‘2 10 

Revenue by sanctioned rates ... ... ... ». 

Revenue given out ... ... ... ... ... I 

1,12,544 

13 1 

1,09,427 

1 2 7 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Pargana TaraiJhXn. 

1. Description .—This was the pargana last assessed. 

It is the most southern pargana in tiie sub-division, and to east and south it 
borders the Bngholkhand and Bundelkhand states. 

Roughly speaking, about half the area belongs to the ordinary plain country of 
Bfinda, and is a continuation of tile tracts already described in my reports on Dar¬ 
senda and the division of the Chhibu lying below the ghats. 

The other half lies outlie plateau between the crest of the first range of the 
Vindhynn hills and the ari or line of cliff', beyond which extends the still more 
elevated plateau of Riwan. 

The plain country differs in one important respect from that of parganas 
Darsenda and Chhibu inasmuch as, unlike them, it is nowhere bordered by the 
Jumna, and thus has not this same extent of rich alluvial soil, nor, on the other hand, 
is it affected to the same extent by the water-courses and ravines which drain the 
country so rapidly, and deprive the soil of many of its fertilizing elements in the 
neighbourhood of the great rivers. 

There are the same mar and kabar plains, interspersed with sigon and wi tli 
rakar in the broken land near the streams and water-courses; but the inAr and kabar 

i 

plain only occupies the northern half of the tract. We then find, first, isolated hills 
and then outlying spurs forming the commencement of the Vindbyan range. The 
soil now becomes sigon, richer in character, and in far more compact blocks than is 
ever found in the tracts further north. Sometimes this fine sigon runs up to the very 
foot of the hills, but generally between it and the hills there is a belt of poor gravelly 
soil, more or less impoverished bv the hill torrents. 

The chief stream is the Paisuiu, which, rising in the Baghelkhand plateau and 
forming for some distance the south-west boundary of pargana Taraulian, again enters 
uative territory and flows for some distance as a picturesque mountain stream through a 
forest country. It then plunges over a bold fall into the plains, and strikes pargana 
Tarauhau again, a few miles south-west of Karwi. It then flows past Sitiipur and 
Karwi and runs northward in many a picturesque reach to the borders of pargana 
Darsenda, through which it pursues its winding course till it falls into the Jamna. 

Next in importance is the Ohan, which takes its rise in the hill country of Tarau- 
hau and flows north-east through this pargana and DarsenJa till it joins the Paisuni 
not far from the confluence of the latter with the Jainnfi. 

'I his stream drains a far less extensive basis than the Paisuni, and is less varied 
and picturesque iu its course. 

The country near both streams is rugged and cut up by ravines. 

The beds of both lie below' tho level of the surrounding country, so that they are 
useless for irrigation. Generally their banks are high and steep, but where they slope 
gradually to the water the low-lying alluvial tracts, being enriched during tho rainy 
season by a muddy deposit, produce good spring crops. 

The hill tract is totally different in character and fertility, and resembles the hill 
tract of Chlubu, which may be called a continuation of it. Cut in this pargana the 
hill tract is far more extensive than iu Chhibu. Instead of being a mere narrow 
strip of the pdthd (plateau), it contains a complete section of it, running from the crest 
of the first rauge to the foot of tho second range of hills. 

It possesses far finer forests than Chhibu, which has been, indeed, in great part 
denuded of trees ; while in Taraulian there are still splendid stretches of forest on the 
first range, near the head waters of the Paisuni, and at the foot of the second range 
along the whole boundary between British and native territory, A series of beautiful 
glens here run up into the heart of the hills, and as the drainage of the Riwan plateau 

16 
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finds its way into these valleys by many a mountain torrent, there is here luxu¬ 
riant vegetation and in some places dense jungles, the homo of sambhars, panthers, 
bears, and not unfreqnontly of tigers. With one exception, these villages aro in Bri¬ 
tish territory, the line of the arit or crest of the plateau being the boundar}'. In one 
case, however, the Pauriah territory extends bolow the ridgo into one of the finest 
valleys ; and two villages on the upper platoau are British territory. 

The trees are chiefly ebony, salai, achar tchironji)., sej, dhawa, khair, gular, and 
tnahda. 

Within tbo last two years these forests have boon taken nnder direct Government 
management., chiefly for the sake of saving them from destruction, which, lying as 
they do within 16 miles of tho Allahabad and Jabalpur Railway, they could not have 
long escaped. As an example of what would have happened had these protective mea¬ 
sures not been adopted, I may adduce the case of Dharkundi, the cue valley which I 
liavo mentioned as not included in British territory. In January, 1878, I first visited 
this glen, and found it beautifully wooded; many of the treos being very fine, and 
there being plenty of grass and water. In January, 1881, I again saw it ; nearly all 
the trees bad been cut down and the valley was hideously bare, there being hardly 
any grass and tho little stream having nearly disappeared. The place had been leased 
to a Bengali for lime burning, and within so short a timo it had been rendored useless 
either for forest purposes or for grazing. 

Tho Taratilmn pdlhd lies higher than that of Clihlhu, as there is .a gradual rise 
westward. It is on an average of 650 feet above tho sea. Tho Rivvan plateau is about 
600 feet higher, ami one hill kachlmr, which is on tho very boundary of Taratih&n 
pargana, is no loss than 1,480 feet in height. 

The Vindhyan hills aro chiefly composed of sandstone, and in somo places the 
soil is simply crumbled sandstone with hardly any depth of earth, 'lhjs reddish soil 
is locally known as bhotd, and is extremely poor. It only bears a crop of poor kodon 
or til, hardly ever a rabi crop. It requires a frequent fallow to produco anything, 
anti its produce is so uncertain, that it is nearly always on batdi, hardly evor paying 
a money rout. 

Generally, however, from tho decomposition of vogotablo matter, a better soil 
has covered tho bhotd more or less plentifully, and this has been improved by the 
manure of the numerous cattlo and slioep. 

All over tho pdlhd , and especially iu and near the forest tracts, grass is abundant 
and cattlo aro numerous ; indeed, tho people depend to a groat extent for their sub¬ 
sistence on dairy produce and the sale of young stock. Even in dry years there is 
generally grass more than enough for their requirements. Both iu 1878 and in 
1881, when grass and fodder failed in other parts of the districts, many herds were 
sent for grazing to tho pastures of the Taranhan pdlhd. 

Pargana Tarauhan comprises 217 villages, with an area of 3,63,077 acros, or 
567 3 squaro miles ; but the whole of this area is not at present, under settlement. 
Six whole villages, comprising an area of 23,731 acros, have been marked off lately 
as a forest tract, under the direct management of the Collector of Banda, and por¬ 
tions of 26 villages, comprising an area of 45,469 acres, have been treated in tbo same 
way : in all, 69,200 acres, or 108 square miles, have been separated from the revenue¬ 
paying area, aud constituted a separate forest tract. 

Tho area under report at present comprises 186 entire villages with parts of 26, 
of which tho rest belongs to forost. Tho number of estates is 232. One hundred 
aud eighty-five villages aro inhabited, and 26 have no sites j but as thero are 246 
hamlets, the total number of sites is 431. 

The total aroa under report is 2,93,877 acres, or 459'2 square miles ; the cultivat¬ 
ed area is now 95,325 acres, or 150 squaro miles, and the assessable area 2,30,767 
acres, or 360 square miles. 
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The average area of each village is 1,393 acres. This is much larger than either 
in Darscnd6 or Chhibii, as was to be expected in a tract whero population is sparse 
and there are extensive jungles. 

The pargaua forms the talisil of Taradbdn, paying at present a revenue of 
Rs. 99,196-12-0. This is exclusive of the revenue of 27 mn ifi villages, which has 
been alienated in perpetuity for religions purposes. 

The density of population is 186 to the square mile, in Darsenda it was 233, and 
in Chliiku 236. Naturally, tho population is here less dense, there being extensive 
jungle tracts in the pargana. 

In its cultivated tracts Taraukau is more populous than either Darsenda or Chhibii. 

There are 575 people to the cultivated squaro mile against 493 in Chhibii and 462 
in Kannisin. In the plain tract the density’ is 277 to tho square mile and 605 to the 
cultivated square mile, whilo in tho hill tract it is only 83 to the squaro mile and 483 
to the cultivated squaro mile. 

There is little irrigation, though moro than in tho other pargana3 of the sub-divi¬ 
sion. The area irrigated in the year for which statistics woro prepared was 798 acres, 
or 0'8 per cent of the whole. 

Tho irrigated land is chiefly garden land near villago sites. Irrigation is almost 
entirely from wells, there being practically no tank or river irrigation. 

Tho kliarif g.rops predominate. At last settlement they occupied 64 per cent, of 
tho area ; in 1287 they occupied 98 per cent., and in 1288, 64 6 per cent, of the area. 
Joar covers tho largest area, and cotton always forms a largo and certainly very valua¬ 
ble portion of the autumn harvest. Among the rabi crops gram and mixed crops of 
barley and gram are tho most important products. 

In the p&tha, kodon and til in tho poor soils and cotton in the better soils are 
the chief crops. When the rains are favourable, good a deal of rice, too, is grown. 

There are 190 cattle to tho square mile and 585 to the cultivated square mile. 

In the plain tract there are 238 cattle to tho squaro mile and 520 to the cultivated 
squaro mile ; while in tho hill tract there are 135 to tho square mile and 721 to the 
cultivated square mile. 

Probably the number are uudor-estimated, as in a tract where there are such 
extousivo jungles an accurate enumeration of cattle is almost impossible. 

In 1287 there were 95,325 acres under cultivation, of which 29,872 acres, or 31 3 
per cent., aro ‘sir.’ Each proprietor on an avorago cultivates 8'7 acres. 

Privileged tenants only hold 123 acres, cultivating 9 5 acres each, and payin'* 
Its. 2-11-10 per acre. 

Occupancy tenants hold 35,493 acres, or 37’3 per cent., paying Rs. 2-9-4 per acre, 
and holding 5-1 acres each. 

Tenauts-at-will hold 28,762 acres, or 30 2 per cent, paying Rs. 2-1-3 per acre, 
and cultivating 4’3 acres each. The rest, 1,075 acros, or M per cent, is rent-free. 
Tenants-at-will hold about the same proportion of the area in all three parganas, 
roughly about 30 per cent. It is satisfactory to find that more than two-thirds of tho 
land is oither cultivated by peasant proprietors or by protected tenants. 

Brahmins, as usual, aro tho largest class of proprietors, owning 556 per cent, of 
the area. Since last settlement they havo increased their possessions. 

Bairagis own no less than 16 per cent, of the area. These are the heads of the 
religious communities, who aro numerous in Tarauban and Clntrukot, and who are 
also the muatid&rs of the assigned villages. Kurmis own 10 per cent. 

Among cultivators Brahmins, as usual,predominate; whileThakurshold less than 
in the other parganas, and Kurmis, the best of all tillers of the soil, hold 20 per cent, 
against 1-i per cent, in Chhibu and 5 4 per eeut. in Darsenda. 

This is one cause of ihc greater prosperity of this pargana. 
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2. Former arsessmenf. —Pargana Tarauhao enjoyed the enormous advantage of 
not being over-assessed at Mr. Waring’s famous settlement o( 1223 Fasli (1815-16), of 
which the effects were so disastrous in tbo greater part of the B&mla district. 

In Tarauhan Mr. Waring only enhanced from Its. 1)7,398 to Its. 1,07,371, or by 
10'2 per cent. 

It is impossible to exaggerate the importance to the pargaua of this fortunate 
exemption from crushing over-assessment in the early years of British administration. 

A standard of comparative prosperity ami comfort was established, which has 
never entirely disappeared. 

Mr. Campbell, who succeeded Mr. Waring, pointed out in 1820 that the revenue 
was comparatively moderate in the eastern parganas. [Jnliko the rest, of the district, 
there had been few resignations here. His opinion was that these tracts wore so 
remote and little known that they'did not offer anv temptation to the speculators who, 
hv their competition, helped to run up Mr. Waring’* ruinous jamas, the more so as 
they contained a far smaller proportion of the highly-prized black soils, which wore 
so much in demand in the other pargnnas. 

Mr. Wright, who afterwards effected the Regulation IX. of 1833 settlement, 
ascribed the comparative prosperity of the eastern pargunus to the same cause. 

In 1241 Mr. Begbio reduced the revenue to Its. 1,00,831. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Wright, who concluded the settlement under Regulation IX. 
of 1833, raised the revenue by 12 per cont. (from Us. 1,00,831 to Rs. 1,13,576, a 
creator increase than either in Darscnda or ChMmi. 

This was far higher than any other assessment, and was no doubt more than tho 
pargana could bear. Tho natural result was seen in numerous sales and farms for 
arrears and in the transfers by sale and mortgage of a very large area at very low 
prices. Bad seasons followed and the pargana suffered like the others from kunsand 
afterwards from the effect of the mutiny. In 1859, Mr. Alayno reduced the revenue 
to Its. 99,079. 

This was not so great a reduction as was made at the same time in Chhi'bu and 
Darsendu, but still it was a liberal oue.aud, being followed by a series of good seasons, 
fehe tract recovered its prosperity. 

I show the previous assessments and the expiring demand 


First settle- 
iiivm, .214 to 
12ili Fasli. 

Second 
sen lenient, 
1917 to 
lain Fasli. 

Third set¬ 
tlement, 
1223 to 
1227 Fasli. 

: 

Fourth act*! 
ilcment, 

! IS2CJ In 

(292 1‘a.sli.i 

' 

' 

j F iflh set-1 
(lenient, I 
! 1233 to 

237 Fasli, 

Sixth set¬ 
tlement, 
1241 K> 
1939 Fasli. 

1 

Seventh sei- 
; tleunnt, un¬ 
der Regula¬ 
tion XX. of 

1333, 1250 to 
1279 Fasli. 

Mr. 

1 Mayntr'a 1 
|revision in 
,l*i67 Fasli.i 

I 

Present 

revenue. 

Its. 

lt«. 

Its. 

Its. 

Ks, 

Its. 

Its. 

Ks. 

Its. 

96,244 

97.S93 

1,07,371 

l,05,5f»5 

1 

1,13.297 

1/10,831 

1,13,076 

99,079 

#9,196 


3. Working of last ietilemcnt .—The area sold for arrears of revenue during the 
terms of settlement was very largo, 69,623 acres, while tho prico realized was only 
U'3 year’s purchase of tho revenue. In addition, 39,073 acres were formed for 
arrears, so that altogether L.08,696 acres, or 38'8 per cent, of tho whole area, were 
transferred, cither temporarily or permanently, for arrears of revenue. 

Transfers of all kinds amounted to 1,35,397 acres, or 48‘4 per cent, of the whole 
area. 

If wo count transfers, however often ropeated, the area transferred was 2,67,993 
acres, or 93 6 per cent, of the area. 

The proportion transferred was the same as in Dnrsendu. Transfers were more 
numerous in the first period preceding Mr. Mayne’s revision, than in the second 
period which followed it. 
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All the sales for arrears took place in the first period. 

During the first period the price realized was exceedingly low. only 1*1 year’s 
purchase of the revenue, about the samo price as in Darsenda and Chhibii during the 
saute period. 

In the second period the value of land had risen nearly six-fold to six years’ pur¬ 
chase of tho revenue. 

This was less than in Chhibii, where land then Bold for eight year’s purchase of the 
revenue, but more than in Darsondft, whero it only realized 3 8 years’ of the revenue. 

After the conclusion of the term of settlement (1280—1285 Faslh laud sold for 5'4 
years’ purchase of the revenue. This was more than in Darsenda, whero it sold for 3‘8 
years’ purchase, but less than in Chlilbu, where it realized eight years’ purchaso of the 
revenue during this time. 

The period was one of depression from bad seasons and on account of the spread 
of kilns, and land was slightly less valuable than in the second period. But it was 
still more than five times more valuable than during tho first period. 

From an examination of these statistics and tho fiscal history of the pargana 
Generally since the cession, I deduco that up till the settlement ouder Regulation XI. 
of 1833 (Mr. Wright’s settlement), tho assessments were moderate at any rato, as 
compared with those of the western parganas, that Mr. Wright’s onhanoements were 
oppressive, and that their effect was iucroased by bad soasouB and a rigorous revenue 
administration, so that it became necessary to sell and form a very largo area for 
arrears, and that a groat doal more was sold and mortgaged at almost nominal rates. 
After Mr. Mayue’s revision forced transfers ceased, and land increased greatly in value 
till the end of the settlement. 

After 1280 there were a good many transfers, and the price of land had slightly 
fallen, as was to be expected in a period of agricultural distress. But still the price 
realized was good for the district, showing that tho revenue did not press so as to- 
deter purchasers. 

A comparison with pargana Darsenda shows that, while before Mr. Mayne’s Tevi- 
*ion land was of the same value in both parganas, after that revision it was- very much 
more valuable in Taraulmn. 

Ou tho other hand, it was less valuable than in Chhibii. 

On the whole, the inference was that the revenue, as raised by Mr. Mayne, was a 
moderate one, certainly more louieut than that of Darsenda. 

4. Comparison of Cultivated Areas .—Cultivation has slightly fallen off. At last 
settlement there were 97,320 cultivated acres, in 1287 there wero only 95,325, a fall 
of two per cent. 

But in the jdain tract there has been an increase in cultivation from 66,164 acres 
to 71,505 acres, or 6'5 per cent. 

In the hill tract there has been a decrease from 30,156 acres io 23,820 acres, or 
21 per cent. 

Cultivation in the hill tract is exceedingly precarious, and the variations on 
account of the character of the rainy season are very great. 

Thus tho rains of 1258 were very scanty, yet in the plain tract cultivation 
increased from 67,164 acros to 72,080 acres, or 7’3 per cent., light rains being favour¬ 
able to mdr and kdbar tracts. In the hill circle, ou tho other hand, the cultivated area 
fell from 30,156 to 21,834 acres, or by 27 - 6 per cent., a considerable area having boen 
left unsown both for the kharif and rabi harvests. 

I have only been able to procure the complete statistics of cultivation since 1277 
Fasli, that is, for the 10 years beforo 1287, the year for which tbo records wore pre¬ 
pared, Unfortunately for the previous years, some papers have been lost. 

17 
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With 1287 and 1288 we have thus the statistics of 12 yearB 


Year. 

Plain circle 

Hill circle. 

Total. 

1277 

Fasli ... 

. 


68.507 

19,873 

88,380 

1278 

fl ... 

• M ... 

... ... 

69,444 

19,209 

88,743 

1279 

11 

... ... 

... 

66,294 

19,197 

84,461 

1280 



... ... 

63.229 

i’,987 

81,218 

1281 


... »•* 

... 

61 984 

17,831 

79.815 

1282 

»• ••• 

... 

... 

62.212 

18,Ov 7 

80,239 

12SB 

»> 

... ... 


63,1123 

16,598 

81,6>1 

1284 

7* 



62,280 

19,278 

81,658 

H8S 

it *** 

... 


6 9,868 

19,549 

88,170 

1286 

11 


... ... 

06,6.56 

21,065 

87,711 

1287 

j» ••• 

... ... 

... 

7i,M* 

23,820 

94,968 

1288 

it ••• 

••• 

... 

72,060 

21,-34 

93,894 




Average ... 

65,700 

19,693 

85,393 


From these figures it will be seen that, ns in Chhibu, cultivation began to fall off 
after 1278, especially in the plain circle; this was on account of kans and bad seasons 
generally. 


In 1286 there was great increase in cultivation, both in the plain and hill tracts, 
the rains of that year being very favourable, and much land previously uncultivated 
having been brought under cultivation. 

The rains of 1287 were also very favourable, and the cultivated area increased to 
the highest figure of which there is a record since last settlement. 

The rains of 1288 were scanty, and cultivation fell off in the hill tract, though 
not in the plains. 

The average cultivation for 12 years is 65,700 acres for the plain tract, 19,693 
acres for the hill tract, and 85,383 acres fur the pargana. 

These statistics show how variable cultivation is in Bnndelkhand. 

Undoubtedly the want of allowance for this fact was the chief cause of the failure 
of the last settlement. Cultivation was then at a very high standard, and no allow¬ 
ance was made for falling off in future ; at the same time the average of 12 years 
certainly gives too low an average, There is an undue proportion of bad years 
between 1277 aud 1288. 

The former year followed the drought of 1868-69, when so much land fell out of 
cultivation. From 1279 till 1284 was a time of adversity in the district from kans 
and bad seasons generally. 

Certainly eight out of the 12 years were unfavourable. 

Agaiu, I do not altogether trust the returns of cultivation of the years before the 
survey. 

The only years for which we have returns which were at all tested are the years 
of last settlement, 1286, 1287, and 1288. These all show a much higher standard of 
cultivation than the years 1277—1285, a greater difference than would be accounted for 
by the difference in seasons, especially as 1288 was a year of very unfavourable rains, 
only 16'9 inches having fallen. Cultivation in the hiil tract at once fell off by 1.986 
acres ; but still the cultivated area was much higher than in the years previous to the 
survey. We know that the returns of 1286, 1287, and 1288 are accurate, as they 
were carefully tested. But the returns before the survey cannot be depended on. 
The patwaris’ circles in this pargana are very large and straggling, aud 1 do not 
believe that all the cultivated area was recorded. 

At the same time it is certain that 1287 was a specially favourable year, and that 
all over the sub-division the extension of cultivation was great. 

I therefore think that the statistics of that year show an abnormally large area 
under the plough, while at the same time the average of 12 years is much too low. 

In assessment ample allowance must be made for the uncertainty of seasons and 
the varying standard of cultivation. 
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The following form shows the contrast between the plain and hill circles in pro¬ 
portion of cultivated aroa to total area, in density of population, and in revenue rate 
on cultivation : — 


Circle. 

Numtier 

of 

villages. 

Total 

area. 

Culti¬ 

vated 

area. 

Cultiva- 

tile 

area. 

Density 
of popu¬ 
lation. 

Existing 

revenue. 

! 

Date on 
cnltiv.tion. 

riain circle 

123 

t,43,601 

63,060 

44,387 

2247 

86,347 

Ka a. p. 

1 9 It 

Bill circle ... 

fit 

l.3u,64l 

22,203 

S3,010 

77 6 

! 12,849 

I 

0 9 3 


5. Comparison of Rental*. —The following form shows for both circles and for 
the pargana the assumed rental of last settlement, tho present recorded rental, the 
corrected rental, and the rental which would be required on the half-asset principle to 
keep the present revenue unchanged: — 


Circle. 

Assumed 
rental of 
last settle 
ment. 

Present re¬ 
corded 
rental 

Corrected 

rental. 

jlicntal require l 
to keep the 
present revehtli 
tinchauged. 

Plain circle ... 
Bill circle 

III .-4 * 4 . 

its. 

1,4),399 
2B,f)ti9 

Lta. 

1,67.236 
STf.OO | 

its. 

1,60,9X7 
3(1,1 69 

Rs. 

1,79,094 

25,69* 


Total 

1,70,364 

1,79,237 

1,91,146 

1,98,392 


6. Assumed Rates .—I show my rates with the results for the plain circle:— 


8oil. 

Area. 

Percent¬ 

age. 

Land at 

usror- 
inined 
Jen is. 

Ascertain¬ 
ed rate. 

' Assumed 
rale. 

Assumed rental 





Ltx 

Rs. a. 

p- 

Rp. a 

P- 

ha 

a 

p 

Wet gaub4n 

H< ••• 

270 

0-4 

28 

7 16 

8 

G 12 

0 

1,803 

0 

o 

Dry guulian 

... ••• 

2,488 

8-9 

MG 

4 0 

ii 

4 0 

0 

9,982 

0 

0 

Mar, 1st class 

• 44 . 

1,786 

2 8 

Oils 

2 8 

1 

.3 8 

II 

6,251 

0 

0 



8,769 

1 .T9 

8,573 

1 12 

8 

») 7 

0 

21,374 

7 

II 

Kibar, 1st class 

••• 

744 

1*2 

# !*0 8 

2 * 

0 

3 0 

u 

9,226 

0 

0 

K4bar t 2nd cla»s 


, S.037 

3 2 

777 

1 13 

6 

2 0 

0 

4,837 

14 

l» 

Jfaliiir, 3rd class 

• •• 444 

951 

1-8 

450 

1 7 

0 

1 12 

0 

1,064 

4 

0 

Wet siguti ... 

... 

50 

0 1 

6 

R 4 

6 

5 0 

0 

l> 6° 

0 

0 

hry afgon, lrt. class 


11,103 

17 7 

2,622 

3 13 

6 

3 12 

0 

41,801 

4 

0 

Dry sigon, 2nd class 

... 

11,752 

] 8*6 

2,606 

2 1 1 

~l 

2 10 

(1 

30 M9 

0 

0 

J)rv si non, 3rd class 

4.4 

7,849 

12 5 

j,:oo 

! 15 

4 

i ii 

0 

13.245 

.*1 

0 

linker, 1st class 

... *•' 

4,717 

7 5 

7 j.i 

2 19 

5 

2 8 

0 

11,7. 2 

8 

0 

linkar, 2nd class 


8.078 

12 b 


1 10 

i) 

1 9 

0 

1 2,62 l 

14 

o 

BhoU 

4*4 ... 

236 

0 4 ' 

G'2 

0 fi 

5 1 

0 8 

0 

118 

0 

0 

Ksehlias, 1st class 

... 

299 

o-5 

C4 

3 6 

4 

3 8 

0 

1,046 

8 

u 

Kiichhur, 2nd class 


1,170 

l 9 

172 

2 10 

3 

‘2 8 

0 

2,925 

0 

•• 

Kachhar, 3rd class 


692 

1 1 , 

114 

1 16 

il 

1 12 

0 

1,911 

0 

0 

Total 

63,050 

100 0 . 

1 

J 5,108 

2 8 

1? i 

2 9 

8 

1,64,068 

14 

0 


Adding Rs. 4,814 aowai items, I obtained an assumed rental of Rs. 1,08 882. 
This exceeded the assumed rental of last, s ittloment by 19 4 per cent, and ]\lr. Mayne's 
assumed rental by 31 per cent. This showed that, unlike Dsrsemlfi and like Chhxbu, 
tlie pargana hud prospered on the whole since the mutiny. Tho assumed rental exceoded 
the recorded rental by 7 4 per cent, and ibe corrected rental by 4 9 per cent. 

In the hill circle mv rates were much lower. Here 1 wrote :—“ I now come to 
the circle, composed of 6 f) villages, ou the plateau between the crest of tho first and 
the base of tho second range of the Viudhyan hills. The conditions here are very 
different. Population is much less dense, being only 77'6 to the square mile : while 
the ‘ ghitts’ there are 224'7 to the square mile. 

“ The soils are much poorer; tho rocky platform underlies them all ; and, instead 
of the rich and deep m&r, ktxbar, and sigon of tho plains, there is only a more or Jess 
thin covering of theso soils over stone. The bhotd or red soil is simply crumbled sand¬ 
stone, thinly laid over tho rock. Holdings aro larger, and we rarely find fields paying 
ascertained rents. Much of tho poorer land is on batdi, atxd large blocks are let in 
block and then sublet to ‘ shikmis.’ ” 
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In forming the assumed rates I have been greatly assisted by the resnlt of my 
experience in the assessment of the Chhibu hill country. But the average quality of 
th* soil is poorer here, as so very large a proportion of the tract runs along the hose 
of the hills forming the second range of tho Yindliynn chain, whereas the Chhil tr 
ydthd doe3 not extend to the hills. Besides, the latter tract is all flat, whereas the 
Ttirauhan putlid is broken by low hills, near the foot of which on both sides the soil 
is poor and stony. On the whole, tho tract now under report is more backward ami 
remote, and rents are lower. 

Tho following arc mv rates with the results r — 



The rental thus obtained is Its. 29,342. To this I would add Rs. 1,350, the half 
of the recorded sewiii items. They are very variable in this tract, and it is outy right 
to be specially careful in the estimate, as all the most valuable jungle produce ha» 
been already taken up by Government in the forest tract. Tho total rental thu» 
obtained is Rs. 30,682. 

But the cultivated area for 1287 in the tract was distinctly above the average. 
The poor hill soils produce little except kharif, and, if tho autumn rains are not 
abundant, cultivation falls off in a maimer unkuown in the plain tract. Thus 1287 
was a year of very good raius, 1288 was a year of scanty rains. In the latter year 
cultivation fell from 22,268 acres to 20,442 acres, or by 8’2 per cent., while in the 
plain tract it actually increased from 63,050 to 63,561 acres, or 0 - 8 por cent. 

To get a fair standard, I propose to take the average of the three years 1286,1287, 
and 12.88, for all of which tho returns aro approximately correct. Of these years, 
1287 was ubovo the average; while in 1286 and 1288 the rains were light, though 
thoro was not actual drought. Thoy wore simply unfavourable years for the poor 
patba soils. 

Tho average for the three years is 20,769 acres, which is less by 1,499 acres than 
the cultivated area of 1287. Valuing this at lie. 1 5-1, the avorago assumed rate, 
we deduct Rs. 1,976 from Rs. 30,682, tho result obtained above, and the assumed 
rental of the tract is thus Rs. 28,700'. 

I show the composition of this rent roll 


Rental at average rates after deduction for area in excess g . ( 
of assumed standard. 


Bs. 


Total. 

Rs. 


Rate on cul¬ 
tivation. 

Rs. a, p. 


27,306 


58,706 1 4 7 


The assumed rental is 0 - 9 per cent, less than that of last settlement, when the 
pargana was so much over-assessed, but it exceeds Mr. Mayne’s assumed rental by 
45'9 per cont. It exceods the recorded rental by 30 5 per cent. 

It is 4'8 per cent, less than the corrected rental. The average rate paid by ten¬ 
ants 13 Re. 1-5-8, while the assumed rent ro f o is Re. 1-4-7, To assess on the corrected 
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rental in tliis tract would load to over-assessment, as in this way all the poorest soil 
which held on latdi would be valued at the rate paid by tenants for the best land. 

Jn the absence of any largo number of ascertained ratos as a basis for assessment, 
I lay particular stress on tho fact that my assumed rental i3 less than the corrected 
rental, a most unusual state of things, and only possible in a peculiar tract like this. 
The same result was obtained iu the hill tract of Chhibii, but never in any other pargana 
which I have assessed, either in this or other districts. 

Tho assumed rate in Chhibu (lie. 1-6-11) was higher than here ; but rates were 
altogether higher there, the average rata paid by tenants being Re. 1-8-6 againBt 
lie. 1-5-8 here. 

7. Proposed revenue .—These rates pointed to a decroase of Rs. 1,906 in the plain 
tract and an increase of its. 1,509 in the hill tract, the not result being a decrease of 
Rs. 397, or 0 4 per cent, in the whole pargana. 

At tho same time 1 pointed ont that it would be necessary to be very cautious in 
enhancing in the hill tracts, as it was in an exceptional degree dependent on the 
vicissitudes of seasons. Tho kharif crops arc here all-important; and if, on account of 
scanty rains, these fail, a good spring harvest cannot make up for the loss. 

It was therefore probable that tho revenue would be less than my estimate. 

8. Sanction of Board .—The Board sanctioned the proposed rates on the 2nd 
February, 1882. 

Tho senior member (Mr. Carmichael) expressed his entiro concurrence with tho 
principles proposed for assessment. 

The Commissioner in his roview stated that the rates pointed to enhancement in 
the hill tract, but he had no doubt that the Settlement Officer would observe “ speoial 
caution in enhancing rcveuue with advertence to tho exceptional circumstances of the 
tract.” 

Ho was confident that the Sottloment Officer “ would he careful to apply such 
suitable rates to no larger standards of cultivation than the history and prosent as 
well as potential capabilities fairly warrant.” 

9. Financial Results .—The revenue given out was Rs. 95,315, being a reduction 
of 3 - 3 per cent, on tho old demand. I thus assessed well bolow my rates, I had to 
make much more allowance than 1 anticipated for cultivation, being above the average 
standard in 1287. 

In the bill tract, on account of so much forest land having been taken up by 
Government, the sevvai profits which I could take iuto account in assessment were 
much less than I expected. 

Besides Mr. Mavne had pointed out in his settlement revision report that the 
hill villages had been much injured by tho enhancements of Mr. Wright, and that up 
to 1859 they had not prospered. Since Mr. Marne’s judicious revision they had 
recovered prosperity. I was therefore very careful in applying my rates iu one tract 
where the circumstances arc so peculiar. Even in villages where my rates and the 
present standard of cultivation and the rental pointed to large enhancement, I increased 
the revenue with the greatest caution. 

In a number of villagos reduction was necessary ; where enhancement was possible 
I was unable to assess up to my rates, and thus the net result was a slight reduction 
of revenue. 

I show, for both tracts and for tho whole pargana, the incidence of the old 
revenue at settlement (on the revenue-paying villages), of the expiring revenue, of the 
revenue by sanctioned rates, aud of tbe revenue assessed> 

18 
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Plain Circle. 


Old revenue at settlement ... ... ... ... 

Existing roveuue ... ... ... 

Revenue by sanctioned rates ... ... ... ... 

Revenue given out ... ... 

Amount. 

Rate on cul¬ 
tivation. 

Rs. 

94.260 

86,347 

84,441 

88,890 

Bs. a. i>. 

1 9 4 

15 11 

1 5 5 
l 5 a 

Bill Circle. 

t 

Old revenue at settlement ... ... ... ... 

Existing revenue ... ... ... ... ... 

Revenue by sanctioned rates ... .. 

Revenue given out ... ... ... 

1 

Amount. 

Rate on cul¬ 
tivation. 

Ra. 

19,310 ! 
12,849 
14,358 
11,924 

I 

Ra. a. p- 

0 111 

0 9 3 

0 10 4 

0 8 7 

Total. 

Old revenue at settlement ... ... ... ... 

Existing revenue ... ... ... ... ... 

Revenue by sanctioned rate ... ... ... 

Revenue given out ... ... ... ... ... 

1,13,676 
99,198 
98,7 99 
95,315 

1 4 10 

1 2 7 

1 2 6 

1 1 10 



In the ront rate report the existing revenue of the hill tract was given as 


Rs. 12,849, and this amount was mentioned in section 7 of this chapter as tho 
revonue of the expiring settlement. Bat between the date of submission of the report 
and the assessment of the pargana Es. 627 were reduced on account of land taken up 
for forest purposes. Thus the actual expiring demand was Es. 12,222. Tho actual 
reduction was from Rs. 12,222 to Rs. 11,925, not from Rs. 12,849, as would appear 
from the rent rato report. Of course in assessment the arrangement made by the 
Collector as to reduction on account of forest taken up was accepted aud acted on. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
Financial Results. 


1. Amount of, reduction .—I show at a glance the old and new demands for each 
pargana and for the whole sub-division, with revenue rates on cultivation and percent¬ 
age of decrease :— 


Pargana. 

Old 

revenue. 

Rate on 
cultiva¬ 
tion. 

New 

revenue. 

Rate on 
cultiva¬ 
tion. 

Decrease 

of 

revenue. 




•Acres, 

Ha. a* p. 

Acres, 1 



DarscndA ... 



1,48,304 

1 5 8 



6-4 

ChhibQ 


... 

1,10,069 

1 2 10 

1,03,427 


1-4 

TarafihAu ... 

«** *•* 

... 

98,569 

19 6 

95,316 


33 


Total 

... 

3,57,842 

1 3 10 

3,45,105 

1 3 1 

3-6 


There has thus been a reduction of revenue in the sub-division of Rs. 12,737, or 
3'6 per cent. Tho revenue rate on cultivation of the new demand is Re. 1-3-1. 


I may point out that I have assessed far below half of my assumed rental. The 
latter would have pointed to a revenue of Rs. 3,56,774 instead of Rs. 3,45,105. But 
in detailed assessment, as I have shown in my remarks on each pargana, I was obliged 
to make allowances which brought my declared jamas considerably below my 
estimate. 

2. Dates from which the new Settlement came into force .—The term of the old 
settlement expired in July, 1874, consequently tho new assessments came into force 
in the different parganas successively as they wero completed, and in each tho engage¬ 
ment was taken for 20 years. They will therefore fall in at different dates, but this 
is no disadvantage. 

I may say that after much discussion 20 years was determined on as the most 
suitable period for assessments in the Banda district. 

I show the dates from which tho new assessments take effect:— 


Pargana. 


Date from which the new assessments take effect. 


DarsendA 

Olihibu 

Tarauhan 


... Kharif ... ... ... ... ]880-8 1 

... Ditto ... ... ... ... 1881-82 

... Ditto ... ... ... ... 1882-83 


The new revenues have only as yet beon in force in Darsendfi, and Chhibu, and 
T believe they are working well, and that the reductions have greatly benefited the 
;amindars and cultivators of those parganas. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Justification of Policy fubsued in Assessment. 

I quote from iny report on pargana Daraend6 a passage containing some opinions 
on the principles which should, 1 think, be applied to Bundelkhand assessment. 

The Board of lievenuo expressed their entire concurrence with those views :— 

“ The reduction is very small as compared with those grantod in the western par- 
ganas of Banda. 

“ But it must bo romombered that Mr. Mayne’s reductions here were large and 
woll-timed, and that the iucidenco of the present demand is far from high. 

“ Mr, Mayne’s jamas worked well from 1859 till 1873, when there were an unfor¬ 
tunate series of bad seasons, with much devastation from kans, 

“ But no revenue at all suitable for the pargana in ordinary years could have 
hoon rigidly collected during thoso years without causing great distress. 

“ The fault lay not iu the settlement, but in the iuelastic rovonuo administration 
which undoubtedly led to groat distress among tho largo proprietary bodies, and to 
many sales and inortgago3 of ancestral land. 

“ But this affords no presumption in favour of a general reduction of revenue. My 
policy, if'approved, will be to fix full jamas, with allowance for a reasonable increase 
in cultivation, on all purchasers. This is only justice to tho Stato, and it is perfectly 
in accordance with the principles of a half-asset assessment. AVe are justified in all 
cases in busing tho revenue, to a certain extent, on the existence of a large area of 
good culturablo land, which may bo made valuahlo by a little enterprise. In the case 
of largo bodios of peasant proprietors wo refrain from doing bo to any extont from 
motives of policy and consideration for their circumstances. 

“ But to exercise such forbearance in tho case of non-resident speculators, who 
have purchased their villages at almost nominal prices, and who, in Bundelkhand at 
any rate, do nothing for thoir improvement, would be simply unfair to tho rest of the 
community. In mauy of these villagos some enhancement will he possible ; iu few 
will rednotiou be necessary. 

On tho other hand, there aro a n umber of large BbaiachArfi villages in which, 
from being obliged to pay up the revenue during tho bad season following 1873, the 
sharors have completely broken down. Many of their cattle have been sold, and they 
can hardly koep up cultivation. Here large reduction is just, and indeed necessary. 

“ But, iti my opinion, a policy of low jamas is, as a rule,a mistake in Bundelkhand. 
No matter wliat revenue is fixod, mauy seasons will occur during a settlement when it 
cannot be rigidly collected without hardship. 

“ If a low revenue be fixed the Stato loses largely in ordinary yoars, when the 
profits of Bundelkhand villages are often targe, and no corresponding advantage is 
obtained by tho people, who certainly will not save the surplus for bad years. 

“ And in all probability, if there bo a cycle of bad seasons or an increase of kfins, 
even this low rovenuo cannot bo collected rigidly without causing widespread distress 
and ruin, 

“ The Bundelkhand question is iu my opinion, simply one of intelligent and vigilant 
revenue administration. 

“ I would fix a full revenue which would suit all ordinary years, and of which the 
pressure would be sufficient to prevent zamfndars and tenants from allowing too much 
land to fall out of cultivation from iudolence. But I would have it admitted that this 
revenue is an uuoortain one, and deponds on the contirjnanco of fair seasons. In bad 
years I would have suspensions aud, if necessary, remissions granted freely, promptly, 
and as a matter of course. 
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“ Comparatively small sums given up by Government, in tbis way would, in my 
opinion, do infinitely more good to the people than a far largor amount abandoned in 
tho form of light settlement.” 

In the whole sub-division the reduction was only 3‘6 per cent, on the old revenue, 
while in B&uda proper it amounted to about 17 percent. It has always been notorious 
that the eastern parganas (comprised in the Karwf sub-division) were far less heavily 
assessed than those nearor Banda. This was noticed as far back as 60 years ago. In 
1820 Mr. Campbell, tho Collector, thought Clihiou und Taraiihdu fairly assessed, while 
in the reBt of the district one-half of the land hud been resigned. 

Ton yoars later it was noticed that nearly all the estates which wero not resigned 
were in the eastern parganas. 

This was ascribed to their remote situation, whieli prevented them from offering 
much attraction to the speculators who helped to run up the excessive jamas of the 
early settlements, tho moreso as they possessed a far smaller proportion than the east¬ 
ern parganas of the much-prized black soils, whose regulations led to the ruinous 
competition for estates. 

Darsenda is tho most western pargana of the sub-division, and had always been 
far more hoavily assessed than Chhibu and Tarauhun. It bad suffered more, too, in 
recent years from*k&ns, and there were more broken-down villages and more land 
thrown out of cultivation. 

There wore also more villagos owned by largo proprietary bodies who required 
special consideration. In every way the circumstances of Darsenda more nearly 
resembled those of the western parganas. It roquired more relief, and more was uiven 
than in the rest of the sub-division. Tho revenue was reduced by 5*4 per cent., while 
in Chhibu it was only reduced by 1*4 per cent, and in Tarauhdn by 3'8 per cent. 

In Cbliibu and Taruuban tho reductions wore made chiolly in the plain tracts, 
which more nearly resembled Darsenda in character. 

In the hill tracts of both parganas the rentals and results of tho applied rates 
.pointed to somo increase, Mr. Mayne’s redactions having been specially liberal. 
But this division of tho country is very poor and more liable to sutler tbau any other 
on account of vicissitudes of seasons. 

Mr. Mayne, too, hud recorded his opinion that Mr. Wright’s enhancements at last 
settlement had seriously affocted the prosperity of the people. Enhancements had to 
be made with tbo greatest caution, aud the result of the assessment was that I merely 
equalized the revenuo of the tract. 
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CHAPTER XYI. 

Reoords, 

1. The measurements were made by the Rovenue Survey. In the year following 
tlio klmsrah survey was effected, and the rough jamabaudis prepared, the rough 
khewut aud rough wajib-ul-arz were also prepared. 

During tho time between the preparation of those papers and the preparation of 
the final record of rights the patwfiris prepared their papers in accordance with the 
new survey and the maps and kiiasrahs were kept up to date. This work as well aa 
the. disposal of dakhil-kliarij and partition cases was supervised by the Settlement 
.Department. 

After the assessment the khewats and jamnbandt's were attested on the spot. 

2. Enhancement of Rent *.—There were very few enhanaements as was natural, 
considering that the revenue waB reduced. 

3. Case Work disposed of during Settlement .—The case work has been heavy. 

Considering that there was only one Assistant Settlement Officer, tho work was 
very severe. 

Tho following statement shows the number of cases instituted $nd decided, and 
the number of appeals decided by me 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Cost or the Settlement. 

The total cost has been Rs. 3,15,319-11-7. 

The Deputy Collector commenced work in September, 1877. I entered the district 
in November, 1877. 

My pay as Settlement Officer ceased on 10th April, 1882, and the Deputy Collec¬ 
tor closed his office on 28th February, 1883. 


I show the distribution of the charges under the different heads 


Head of charge. 

Amount expend¬ 
ed. 






Bs. a. p. 

Salary of gazetted officers ... 

••• III 

>*• 


IH 

01,796 6 5 

Fixed establishment ... 


III 

HI 


44,737 5 8 

Variable and temporary establishment 

»•» »»» 


*»• 


89,089 9 9 

Travelling allowance of officers 


IH 

• •• 

III 

6,723 3 0 

Travelling allowance of establishment 

sal 


SH 

• •• 

3,636 9 8 

Contingencies ... 

■ it HI 


Ml 


73,344 4 4 

Stationery ... ... 

•H • •• 

III 

HI 

•M 

7,062 6 4 

Cost of instrument* ... 

Ml IH 


... 

Ml 

•N 




Total 

IH 

8,16,319 11 7 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Subordinates. 

The only Assistant Settlement Officer was Muhammad Ismfiil Khdn, who had 
served under me in the Fatehpnr settlement. 

The Board are well aware of the high estimation in which I hold the services of 
this officer. 

His abilities are of a very high order. He is an exceptionally good executive 
officer on account of his tact, energy, and great power of controlling subordinates, and 
of getting out of them without friction the largest amount possible of good work. At 
the same time hois an excellent judicial officer, and he disposed of many intricate and 
important cases with great care and judgment. 

His personal character is of the highest kind, and both in Fatehpur and Karwi 
he was universally respected and trusted. 

It is entirely owing to his exceptional energy and industry that the settlement 
has been finished so quickly and cheaply, and that it was possible to carry it on with 
the assistance of only one Deputy Collector, while in every other district there was 
an Assistant and at least one Deputy Collector. 

In 1880 I went home on seven and-a-half months' furlough when he was left in 
charge of the settlement, and he supervised a large and troublesome establishment, and 
controlled a large monthly expenditure with sound judgment and economy. Ordinarily, 
an Assistant Settlement Officer would have been appointed during my absence, and 
this expense was avoided only because I had perfect confidence in Muhammad Ism&il. 

Again, when I was appointed to officiate as Collector of Allahabad in April, 1882, 
he was in immediate charge of settlement operations till their conclusion with only 
general supervision on my part. 

Alabydr Khan, tahsiklar of Tirauhdn, gavo me considerable assistance in disposing 
of the troublesome boundary work in his tahsil, and was useful in many ways during 
the progress of the settlement. 

In 1881 he officiated for two months on my recommendation as Deputy Collector 
during tho privilege leave of Muhammad Ismail Khan, and I was satisfied with his 
work during this time. 

A. B. PATTERSON, 

Settlement Officer, 



ORDERS OF GOVERNMENT. 


No. of 1884. 

I—42b-2 

RESOLUTION. 

Revenue Department. 

Dated Naini Tal, the 7th July , 1884. 

Read— 

191. 

Letter from the Board of Revenue, North-Western Provinces, No. -—— , dated 13tli September, 1883, 

I—78 

reviewing the Settlement Report of the Karwi sub-division, Banda district, by Mr. A.. B. Patterson, C.S., 
Settlement Officer. 

Observations.— The Karwi sub-division forms the eastern part of the 
district of Banda, and contains the three parganas of Tirauhan, Darsenda, 
and Chhi'buu. Its boundary on the west is conterminous with the Aim;!, si 

*' O 

pargana of Banda proper, but it is separated from the Bhadausa pargana of 
Banda proper by the intervening native territory of the Chaube jagirddrs. 
On the north and north-east it is bounded by the Jumna, on the east 
by the Allahabad district, while on the south-west the outlying Vindhyan 
hills demarcate the boundary between the sub-division and the territory 
of Riwah and other native rulers of Bundelkhand. The area of the sub¬ 
division is 1,242 square miles. In common with the greater portion of 
the Bdnda district it forms portion of the territory ceded by the Peshwa 
under the treaty of Bassein in the year 1803; but the actual possession of 
it by the British Government dates from the year 1804, when, upon the 
death of the Goshain leader, Himmat Bahadur, the territory assigned for 
the maintenance of his troops was resumed by the East India Company. 

2. The outlying Vindhyan hills, which pass to the south of the Tirau¬ 
han pargana and continue in a north-easterly direction through the Chin- 
bun pargana to the Jumna, divide the sub-division into two portions, (1) 
the level plain to the north comprising the whole of the Darsenda pargana, 
the greater portion of Clilubun, and the northern part of Tirauhan, which 
plain, in its general features'- and its soil characteristics, varies little from the 
Augdsi and Paiidni parganas of Bdnda proper, and (2) the plateaux which 
surmount the hills, distinguished, more especially in the Tirauhan pargana, 
by their forest scenery and grazing-grounds, their backward agriculture, 
and the generally unproductive character of the soil. The Tirauhan pla¬ 
teau is about G50 feet above the sea-level, though the altitude of several 
of the hills on its southern boundary is considerably greater. In this 
portion of the sub-division, in the absence of artificial irrigation and with 
a soil naturally unproductive, the only crops usually grown are the autumn 
crops, and from the uncertainty of the outturn produce rents are usually 
paid. The greater portion of the forest area in the Tirauhan pargana has 
recently been acquired by Government, or placed under the charge of the 
district officials, for the introduction of protective measures. But in 
Chhtbun there is little or no forest now left which deserves the name; and 
the introduction of conservancy measures in Tirauhan will probably pre¬ 
vent the disappearance of the belt of magnificent forest which runs along 
the second range of hills between British and independent territory. 
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3. The chief river of the sub-division is the Jumna, which forms 
the northern boundary of the Darsenda and Chlubun parganas, and is the 
natural highway for the traffic of the country to the south. The upland 
country lying back from the channel of the river is much cut up by 
ravines; but within the valley of the river, the rich alluvial deposits which 
are formed on the southern bank in the Darsenda pargana and more 
especially at the confluence of the Baghin and the Paisuni with the 
Jumna, constitute the most valuable and fertile soil which the sub¬ 
division possesses. The courses of the two former streams, the only other 
considerable streams of the sub-division, lie in the Tirauhan and Darsenda 
parganas, and run in beds considerably below the level of the country from 
the Vindhyan range northward to the Jumna. The precipitous banks of 
the streams prevent the adoption of any ordinary and inexpensive method 
of irrigation. Water is ordinarily found in wells at a distance of from 60 
to 90 feet from the surface, but in the hill tracts the distance is still 
greater than this. The difficulty and expense of construction prevents 
the adoption of masonry wells for the general purposes of irrigation; while 
the nature of the subsoil prevents the construction of earthen (kachha) 
wells. Tanks scarcely supply water sufficient for the cattle, and dry 
up early in the year. Under these circumstances the total irrigated 
area is only 1,297 acres, or 0'4 per cent, of the cultivated area of the sub¬ 
division. 

4. In the northern plain the soils are similar to those of Bdnda 
proper, and it is unnecessary to repeat the notice given of these in the 
Resolution on the Banda Settlement. In the hills circle is found an 
inferior reddish soil, known as bhota, which is little more than crumbled 
sandstone, and has no valuable qualities to recommend it. At the best it 
produces a scanty crop of millet and oilseed. The proportions which 
the various soils bear to the total cultivated area in the plains and the 
hills circle are shown in the following table:— 




riains 

circle. 

Pereontagc, 

! 

Hills circle. Percentage. 

1 

Total. 

Percentage. 

Wet gauhan 


Acres. 

(>87 

0-3 

Acres. | 
145 

04 

832 

0-3 

Dry gauhan 

Mar 


10,.'137 

41 

2,203 , 

61 

12,540 

35,270 

4 3 


34.909 

138 

301 1 

0-8 

12-2 

Kabar 


27,999 

111 

3,756 ' 

10-1 

31,755 

10-9 

Wet sigon ... 


50 

00 

42 

01 

92 

01 

Dry sigon (including parwa) 


93,977 

371 

22,699 

62 G 

116,676 

40-3 

lifikar 


61,979 

24-5 

2,695 

7-4 

64,674 

22-4 

Eliota 


236 

01 

4,153 

11-5 

4,389 

1-5 

Tari ... ... 


1,725 

0'7 

... 1 


1,725 

0-7 

Kachar 


20,848 

8'3 

270 

0-7 

21,118 

7 3 

Total 


202,807 

1000 

36,264 

1000 

289,071 

1000 


5. The report does not contain information as to the soil areas at 
former settlements, and it is therefore impossible to make any compari¬ 
son between the present classification and that which it supersedes. 
Excluding from consideration the hills circle, of which the peculiar features 
differ essentially from those of the plains, the proportion of gauhdn lands 
(4'4) corresponds very closely with the percentage of goind and kachwdra 
lands in Banda proper (4-6 per cent.). The percentage of mfir is consi- 
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derably less, as the proportion in Banda proper is 20‘5 per cent. Kabar 
in the latter tract is 16• 1 percent. The percentage of parwa or, as it is 
called in the Karwi report, sfgon, in the two portions of the district is 
nearly the same, namely, .37'1 in the eastern, and 35‘7 in the western, 
parganas. The proportion of rakar is, however, greater in Karwi, being 
in the western parganas 19 per cent. The proportionate area of kachdr 
is, however, very much larger in the Karwi sub-division than in the 
western parganas, where it is only 2‘7 per cent. Assuming that the 
general principles of soil classification in the two portions of the district 
have been the same, a comparison of the soil areas is not altogether 
unfavourable to the Karwi sub-division. 

6. The rainfall and climate of the sub-division present the same 
features as in Banda proper and throughout the province of Bundel- 
khand. Taking the returns for the past 20 years, the average annual 
fall of rain in Karwi has been 39‘7 inches, and irregularities in the rainfall 
are attended with the same disasters as have been alluded to in the 
Resolution on the Bdnda Settlement. 

7. The crops which are grown in the Karwi sub-division differ little 
from those commonly cultivated in Bdnda proper. Yery little sugarcane 
and indigo is grown. The chief autumn crops are cotton, ju ir, bdjra, and 
the smaller millets, and for the spring crops gram alone, wheat and gram, 
and barley and gram, sown as mixed crops, are principally grown. The 
area occupied by wheat and barley as sole crops is comparatively small. 
It would appear from the statistics in chapter III of the report that the 
proportionate area which is now under cotton falls considerably below the 
corresponding area at the last settlement; whereas the percentage of the 
more important spring crops, gram and wheat, and barley and gram, as 
mixed crops, and of the total rabi area as compared with the total area of 
cultivation, is considerably more now than at last settlement. Cotton may 
have been at last settlement a more profitable and important staple, and 
therefore more extensively grown than it now is ; but it is also possible 
that the variation now noticed in the crop areas may be due to temporary 
changes in the proportions of the two harvests, such changes, owing to 
vicissitudes in the seasons, being not unlikely to occur in Bundelkhand, 
In ordinary seasons the autumn crops appear to occupy rather more than 
half the cultivated area of the year, and more than half of the area of that 
harvest is usually under judr and cotton. Of the spring crops gram is by 
far the most important, and is followed in order by the mixed crops of 
wheat and gram and barley and gram. The percentage of the chief crops 
to the total area of cultivation at the present settlement was as follows :— 

Autumn crops— 

Ju6r ... ... ... 174 

Cotton ... ... ... 14‘2 

Bajra ... ... ... 9'1 

Arhar ... ... ... 4‘4 

Kodon ... ... ... 4'9 

Spring crops—• 

Gram 

Wheat and gram ... 

Barley and gram ... 


24 5 
7-0 
63 
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8. The population of the sub-division by the census of 1853 was 
257,435; in 1865 it was 262,983; in 1872, 243,535; and by the census of 
1881, 241,601, showing a decrease, compared with the census of 1872, of 
1,934 or 0'8 per cent. The decrease, which, however, is not so consider- 
able as to require any special explanation, is attributed to the ravages of 
kins grass, and the consequent relinquishment of land and desertion of 
cultivators. In Banda proper a slight increase in the population is shown 
in the return for 1881 compared with the previous census. But it may bo 
noted, generally, that neither there, nor in the Karsvi sub-division, nor in 
the adjoining district of' ltamfrpur, has a progressive increase in the 
population been apparent, a fact indicating the absence of normal pros¬ 
perity in the agricultural classes, and of expansion in the resources of Bun- 
delkhand. The comparatively low average of population per square mile 
of the total area in the Karwi sub-division (namely 195) is due to the 
inclusion of the forestand barren land of the Tirauhan pargana; while the 
population upon the cultivated area (502 per square mile) is higher than 
in the Hamirpur district (180 per square mile), and is little below T that of 
Banda proper (522 per square mile). The Settlement Officer is disposed 
to consider the comparatively sparse population of Karwi as not altoge¬ 
ther a disadvantage, and he seems not to concur altogether in the ordinary 
opinion that the population of the Banda district is not sufficient for its 
area. But it may be observed that the population of the neighbouring 
states, compared by the Settlement Officer with that of Karwi to the 
advantage of the latter, is that of territories a very considerable area of 
which is barren and uninhabited; and while the statistics of the sub¬ 
division, as a tract depending altogether on agriculture, continue to show 
a low population average in comparison with districts in which the 
cultivation has reached a standard more nearly approaching the total 
culturable area, and its cultivated area scarcely exceeds 50 per cent, of 
that area, the conclusion seems unavoidable, that the present population is 
insufficient for the proper development of the land. More land is doubtless 
available for grazing than in tracts more highly cultivated; hut throughout 
the Banda district as a whole cattle are understood to be less numer¬ 
ous than they should be, while their condition is not bettor than that 
in districts in the Do.db, where the grass supply is limited, but fodder 
is, as a consequence of extended cultivation, fairly abundant. The mate¬ 
rial condition of the people in the sub-division seems not to bo generally 
prosperous. As a rule, the small proprietors are in debt, and the great 
mass of the cultivators are in much the same position. In the hill tracts 
more especially the condition of the people is such that they are some¬ 
times reduced, when the rains fail or are excessive and the land cannot be 
cultivated, to subsistence on jungle produce. In character they are much 
the same as in other districts of Bundelkhand. Physically brave, they 
are, being often the victims of circumstances beyond tlieir control, apt to 
1)0 deceitful and improvident. 

9. The population is almost exclusively Hindu, and of the Hindus 
21'i per cent, are Brahmans. The classes commonly associated with 
agricultural industry are represented by the Kurmfs, with G‘9 per cent, 
of the population; the Kacliis, with PI per cent.; and the Lodhas, with 
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l - 6 per cent. The Chamar caste is next to the Brahmans in numerical 
strength (14’5 per cent.). The other classes which are represented in any 
considerable numbers are the Ahirs, with 8'4 per cent.; the Thdkurs, with 
5 - 2 per cent.; Banians, with 3"9 percent.; the aboriginal Kols, who are 
chieily confined to the hill villages of the sub-division, with 2‘8 per cent.; 
Araklis, with 3'9 per cent. ; Koris, with3 - 2 per cent.; Kayaths, with 2 - 8 
per cent.; and miscellaneous castes, with 117 per cent. 

10. The Brahmans are the chief land-owners, the largest money¬ 
lenders, and, as a consequence, the persons of the most considerable 
influence in the sub-division; but neither their wealth nor their influence 
appears to be devoted to the improvement of the land. The Th&kurs 
are more especially found in the Darsenda pargana, where they own consider¬ 
able villages. Kurinf proprietors are found in the largest numbers in the 
Tirauhan pargana, and it may be noted that it is in the Tirauhan pargana 
that the population is largest to the cultivated area. The other chief 
classes of proprietors are Kayaths, Musalmdns, and Bairdgfs, of whom the 
last are chiefly to be found in the Tirauhan pargana, where they own 16 per 
cent, of the total area. In common with the rest of the Banda district, 
there are few individual proprietors of consideration and importance,and the 
landholders are chiefly represented by members of the trading class (such 
as the Bupaulia Brahmans of Bdjapur), and the cultivating communities 
which have, notwithstanding the vicissitudes of season, and the scarcely 
less disastrous results of the revenue administration in the past, continued 
in possession of their ancestral lands. The number of zamindari tenures 
is large. There are 426 estates held in this tenure out of a total of 670; 
while 37 estates are held in perfect pattidari tenure, and 207 are imperfect 
pattiddri. Notwithstanding, however, the large proportion of zamindari 
estates, the preponderance of which is said to be accounted for by the 
numerous sales and transfers in the earlier years of our administration, 
there would appear to have been considerable sub-division of the land 
consequent upon succession by inheritance, seeing that the average revenue 
paid by each proprietor in the district amounts only to Bs. 34, and the 
average cultivated area held by each proprietor is only 28 acres. 

11. The actual and relative areas of the several kinds of cultivating 
interest appear to be as follows :— 




Area. 

Percentage. 

Sir 

... 

94,926 

308 

Privileged tenants 

... 

376 

07 

Occupancy tenauts 

... 

... 114,707 

37 2 

Tenants-at-will ... 

... 

98,028 

31-9 

Total 

... 

... 308,037 

1000 


The proportionate area in the occupation of proprietors and of occupancy 
tenants is somewhat below the corresponding percentage in Banda proper. 
But, as in Bdnda, so in Karwi, the question of occupancy rights does not 
lead to the litigation so frequent in the more prosperous districts of the 
North-Western Provinces. Landholders as a rule take no action to pre¬ 
vent the growth of occupancy rights, and, on the other hand, there is not 
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any special anxiety on the part of tenants to obtain them, and the frequent 
incursions of leans compel the relinquishment of land. It is observed that 
the privileged tenants, one of whose especial privileges is to hold at favour¬ 
able rates, are recorded as paying a higher average rate (Rs. 2-9-5 per 
acre) than any other class of cultivating occupants, than for example ordi¬ 
nary occupancy tenants, whose average rate is Rs. 2-8-8, and tenants-at-will 
who are recorded as paying on an average Re. 1-14-11 per aero. No 
explanation of this fact lias been offered ; but it may possibly be due to the 
superior character of the land held by the privileged tenants and tenants 
with a right of occupancy. 

12. The chief towns of the district are (1) Rajapur on the Jumna 
(population 6,670), which, with its facilities for water traffic, is a town 
of some local importance as a trade depot for the sub-division and the 
adjoining native states to the south; (2) Kanvi and Tirauhan, on con¬ 
tiguous sites, the head-quarters of the sub-division, with a joint population 
of5,853 ; and (6) Man on the Jumna, with a trade similar to, though smaller 
than, that of Rajapur, and with a population of 2,275. Though the Jum¬ 
na intervenes, the East Indian Railway is at no great distance from the 
north-western part of the sub-division ; while the Jubbulpur Railway tra¬ 
verses the plateaux of Chlu'bun and Tirauhan, and furnishes ready access 
to a tract which, prior to its construction, was, from indifferent roads and 
rivers sometimes impassable, practically excluded, at certain seasons of 
the year, from communication with other parts of the country. The only 
metalled road in the sub-division is that which connects the head-quar¬ 
ters at Kanvi with the railway station at Manakpur, a distance of 17 
miles ; and the other roads, all unmetalled, are generally far from good. 
The liuo of railway from Jhausi to Manakpur, now under construction, 
will, however, pass through the subdivision, and may considerably improve 
its agricultural prospects uud commercial importance, 

13. The fiscal history of the Karwi sub-division differs little 
from that of Ran da proper, which has been given at much length in 
the report on the settlement of that tract. The first complete set¬ 
tlement of the Banda district was made by Mr. Erskine for the years 
1214-16 fasli (1806-08 A. I.).), and the amount of his assessment upon 
the tract representing the present Karwi sub-division was Rs. 3,79,879. 
The next settlement was Mr. Wauchope’s, which continued in operation 
for six years from 1217 fasli (1809-10 A.I).). By it the revenue of 
the sub-division was nominally increased to Rs. 3,86,032; but the actual 
increase upon the previous settlement was considerably more than the 
figures represent, inasmuch as Mr. Wauchope’s revenue was fixed in 
rupees of the Lucknow currency, and not in the local currencies in which 
the demand had been previously paid. In IS 15-16 A.D. Mr. Scott War¬ 
ing revised the assessment for the period from 1223-27 fasli, with the 
result that in pargana Chhibun the previous demand was enhanced 39 per 
cent., in pargana Darsenda nearly 26 percent., and in Tirauhan 10'2 per 
cent. The total revenue of the Karwi sub-division was fixed at 
Rs. 4,81,150, a demand practically maintained at tile following settlement 
for the years 1228-32 fasli (1820-25 A.D.), since the reductions on estates 
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that were unable to meet the old demand were inconsiderable, and lowered 
the revenue only to Rs. 4,62,399. In the western portion of the sub¬ 
division the result of these settlements was to reduce the value of land 
to a nominal sum; proprietors resigned their estates; farmers were unable 
to meet their engagements; and when estates were put up for sale, fre¬ 
quently no bids were made for them. The prosperity of the district, 
during which Mr. Waring had made his settlement, and by the existence 
of which it was in some measure justified, had ceased; and uncertain 
seasons and general scarcity prevailed. But when the next settlement 
for the years 1233-37 fasli (1825-30 A.D.) was made, little or no 
abatement was made in the demand, which was then fixed at Rs. 4,60,567. 
The impoverished condition of the sub-division when this settlement was 
made became aggravated during its continuance, and the state of affairs 
towards the end of its term was described by a later Settlement Officer 
as one in which by degrees the revenue fell off, the people became 
dispirited, the soil and seasons failed, the cultivation was neglected, the 
country became overrun with kans grass, and the greatest part of the dis¬ 
trict presented the melancholy appearance of almost general bankruptcy. 
During the following years 1238, 1239, and 1240 fasli (1830-33 A.D.) 
permission was given to proprietors and farmers to resign their engage¬ 
ments, and a very large proportion of the total number of estates in the 
sub-division was given up and held under direct management. All the 
villages in the Darsenda pargana were resigned, a fact attesting the 
extreme pressure of the assessment on that portion of the sub-division. The 
next settlement was made by Mr. .Begbie in 1241 fasli (1833-34 A.D.), 
the demand being fixed at Rs. 4,15,050, or Rs. 66,400 less than Mr. War- 
ing’s assessment. The assessment of the resigned villages was based on the 
accounts of direct management, nothing being allowed for profits, but the 
balance, after deducting the expenses of collection and management, being 
treated as revenue. Reduction was chiefly made in the Darsenda pargana, 
where it was evidently most needed. Mr. Begbie’s assessment, as above 
quoted, represented,however, only the initial demand of a progressive settle¬ 
ment of which the ultimate revenue would not be reached until 1255 fasli 
(1848-49 A.D.). Long before this year was reached, and in fact when Mr. 
Wright was appointed in 1841 to make a 30-years’ settlement under Act 
IX of 1833, the revenue was being realised with great difficulty. Yet, by 
the latter officer the revenue was raised to Rs. 4,43,S74, or 6'9 per cent., 
and by subsequent modifications, made in 1848, it was fixed at Rs. 4,39,717. 
With a succession of unfavourable seasons, the affairs of the sub-division 
went from bad to worse ; and the description of its condition in 1855 left 
no doubt as to the imperative necessity for reducing the assessment. The 
sanction of the Government was given to a revision of tho settlement. 
The work was interrupted by the mutiny, but upon the restoration of order 
in 1859, reductions were made which amounted in Darsenda, where they 
were most urgently needed, to 18 per cent., in Chhfbun to 16 per cent., 
and in Tirauhan to 12-8 per cent. The successive settlements of the sub¬ 
division have thus been :—• 

Rs. 

First settlement (Mr. Erskine’s) 1214 to 1216 fasli ... 3,79,879 

Second ditto (ditto) 1217 to 1222 fasli ... 3,86,032 
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Bs. 

Third settlomont (Mr. Wanohope’s) 1223 to 1227 fasli ... 4,81,450 
Fourth ditto (ditto) 1228 to 1232 fasli ... 4,62,39!) 

Fifth ditto (ditto) 1233 to 1237 fasli ... 4,60,567 

Sixth ditto (Mr. Boghio’s) 1241 to 1255 fasli ... 4,15,050 

Savonth ditto (Mr. Wright’s) 1255 to 1279 fasli .... 4,43,874 

Mr. Mayno’s revision in 1859 ... ... ... 3,60,183 

Actual rovenuo’prior to tho recent revision ... ... 3,57,842 

14. Tho survey operations which preceded the recent revision of 
settlement wore very well conducted by the 5th division of the Revenue 
Survey under tho supervision of Colonel F. C. Anderson. They were 
commenced in 1877, and completed in 1880. The total area of the sub¬ 
division by the present survey is 725,411 acres compared with 688,453, the 
recorded area of the former settlement. The increase, 5 - 4 per cent., upon 
the area at last settlement is attributed in the report to the greater accu¬ 
racy of the prosent survey and the changes in the area of villages liable to 
fluvial action. It has been overlooked that, in addition to these causes, 
an accession of territory occurred in the sub-division when the Puma jugi'r 
was confiscated in 1855. The non-assessablo area, which was 187,876 acres 
at last settlement, has been now returned as only 125,131 acres. The 
revenue-free area has fallen from 4,097 acres to 775 acres, and the area 
recorded as barren, formerly shown as 183,779 acres, is now shown as 
124,374, a decrease due to change in classification. On the other hand, the 
culturable waste, which was 107,990 acres at the last settlement, is now 
recorded at 212,328 acres. The area classed at the recent settlement as 
lately thrown out of cultivation, namely, 67,906 acres, was abnormally 
large, and possibly due in some measure to the approach of settlement. 
The fact that the area under groves has fallen from 15,228 acres at last 
settlement to 12,009 acres at the present settlement, indicates that trees 
must have boon cut down to a considerable extent in the interval. The 
cultivated area at the - present settlement is recorded as 308,037 acres 
(including apparently assigned villages) compared with the recorded culti¬ 
vation at last settlement of 327,621 acres. This gives a decrease of only 6 
per cent., so that the Karwi sub-division showed a somewhat more favour¬ 
able condition of cultivation than Banda proper, in which the area recorded 
at the late revision of settlement was 17 per cent, below the cultivation of 
the former survey. The settlement of Bdnda proper was, in fact, made 
when the area of cultivation, so far from being an average area, rather 
indicated the extreme to which a succession of unfavourable seasons could 
reduce cultivation; and the difference in the returns for the two tracts 
was doubtless due to the later date at which settlement was undertaken 
in Karwi, where, by that time, recent favourable years had already begun 
to take effect in the destruction of kdns and the renewal of cultivation. In 
Bdnda proper it became necessary to assume, as the general basis of assess¬ 
ment, a standard area of cultivation in excess of the recorded area. On the 
other hand, in the Karwi sub-division, with the exception of pargana 
Darsenda, the cultivated area recorded at settlement was considered to 
have approached that of an ordinary year. 

15. In the seventh chapter of the report an endeavour is made to 
arrive at an estimate of the rental of the cultivated area of the sub-division. 
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The conclusion is come to that between the previous and the recent settle¬ 
ments, the prices of wheat and gram had risen 60 per cent., and of ju4r and 
bajra 70 per cent. This may be literally true, although the Board of Reve¬ 
nue is inclined to doubt whether prices can have risen to this extent. But 
from the table given at page 209 of the B&nda report, the prices of grain 
before tire last settlement would seem to have differed little from those 
current from 1871 down to the present time. The prices prevailing at the 
last settlement itself were abnormally low, and their continuance was appa¬ 
rently one of the circumstances which materially aggravated the severity 
of its incidence. Upon the assumption that there has been an enormous 
rise in prices, the Karwi Settlement Officer considers that a considerable 
rise in rents might be looked for, and has in fact, during the last 20 years, 
taken place to the extent of 20 per cent. The statistics of rental furnished 
by the report do not altogether establish the conclusion. If Mr. Wright’s 
assumed rental of Rs, 6,65,861 was absurdly high, Mr. Mayne’s assumed 
rental of Rs. 5,53,134 was, as far as appears, scarcely less arbitrary; and 
if the present corrected rental exceeds Mr. Mayne’s assumed rental 
by 20 per cent., it does not follow that there has been a rise of rents or in 
rental to that extent. The statistics given at page 31 of the report would 
indicate that, at least during the 10 years preceding revision, there has been 
no such rise, which would indeed be otherwise inconsistent with the past 
fiscal history of a district, in which there has, apparently, been no com¬ 
petition between tenants for the possession of land, but, on the contrary, 
great agricultural depression among a limited population. 

16. The recorded rental of the sub-division at the recent settlement 
was Rs. 5,76,408 in the plains circle, and Rs. 39,061 in the hills circle, ora 
total of Rs. 6,15,469. The corrected rental, including the value of sir, rent- 
free land, land held by privileged tenants, and land held at produce rates, 
gave Rs. 5,96,779 for the plain tract and Rs. 52,521 for the hill tract, or 
a total of Rs. 6,49,300. Adding siwai receipts of Rs. 14,568, the total cor¬ 
rected rental for the sub-division was Rs. 6,63,868. The corrected rental 
would thus have given a revenue of Rs. 3,31,934 compared with Mr. 
Mayne’s revised demand of Rs. 3,57,842. 

17. The method of assessment adopted in Karwi was that used by 
Mr. C. A. Elliott in his settlement of the Chibramau pargana in the 
Farukhabad district, which has since been followed with more or less modi- 
ficationby successive Settlement Officers in these provinces, and the leading 
features of which were (l)a careful classification of soils, checked at local 
inspection by the Settlement Officer, (2) the selection, from among the vari¬ 
ous rates of ascertained rent on the different classes of soil, of fair prevalent 
or standard rates, and (3) the determination of a fair assumed rental by 
means of these rates and other local and special considerations. The classi¬ 
fication of soils adopted in Karwi differed little from that followed in 
Bdnda proper. The method by which the assumed soil rates were 
arrived at was described in the rent rate reports for each of the 
parganas, and a large portion of the final report is devoted to verbatim 
extracts from the rent rate reports, which need not be here summarised. 
The assumed soil rates for the Karwi sub-division, excludiag the hills 
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circlo, as compared with the corresponding rates in Bdnda proper, were as 
follows :— 


Karwi sub-division, Bdnda 'proper. 




Rs. a. 

P- 



Bs. a. 

P- 

Wet gaubi'in 


6 

8 

3 

Wet kachwara 

• * ■ 

6 6 

« 

Dry gauhan 


3 

9 

2 

Goind 


3 5 

7 

Mdr 


2 

11 

1 

Mar 

• M 

3 5 

10 

Kabar 


2 

7 

2 

Kabar 

Ml 

2 10 

8 

Wet sigon 


5 

0 

8 

Wet sigon 

* * . 

■ • • 


Parwa and dry sigon 


2 

9 

8 

Parwa and dry sigon 

• • • 

2 7 

3 

Dakar 


1 

15 

9 

f Rakar, moLi 
| Rakar, path 

... 

• ■ • 

2 1 

1 9 

6 

2 

Bliota 


0 

8 

8 

Bhota 

... 



Jumna tari 


3 

15 

5 

Tari 

• ■ • 

5 12 

5 

Kachar 


3 

1 

2 

Kachiir 


3 7 

1 

Average of all 


2 

8 

8 

Average of all 


2 10 

3 


The rates for the heavy soils were lower in "Karwi than in Bdnda 
proper; while for the lighter soils, parwa and rakar, the Karwi rates 
were somewhat higher. But both the mdr and kdbar soils in Banda 
proper are said to be superior to the soils of the same class in Karwi. 
In the plains circle of Karwi there is a considerable difference between 
the average rates of ascertained rents for the heavier soils and the 
Settlement Officer’s assumed rates ; while the assumed rates for the 
lighter descriptions of soil as a rule closely approach the ascertained 
average rates. But it is explained that the area in which rents were 
ascertained was comparatively small, and, in the case of the heavier soils, 
on a considerable area of land recently occupied by kdns, the rates actually 
paid had fallen much below tho ordinary rates for land of the kind that 
had remained free of kilns. It is also explained that, in determining the 
prevalent rates in pargana Darscnda, it was found that tho rents actually 
paid differed from those ordinarily recorded, the actual rents on tho heavier 
soils being lower, and those on the lighter soils higher, than the recorded 
rents. In the hill circle tho rates were everywhere lower than the rates 
for the corresponding soils in the plains, and stood as follows:—- 


Wet gauhan 




Rs. 

5 

a. 

6 

P- 

2 

Dry gauhan 


... 


3 

l 

4 

Mar 


* . . 


2 

8 

0 

Kabar 

■ ■ ■ 

... 


1 

6 

11 

Wet sigon 

... 

... 


3 

8 

0 

Dry sigon 

... 

... 


1 

5 

4 

Rakar 

•4« 



0 

14 

1 

Bliota 


... 


0 

8 

0 

Kachar 


*•* 


1 

9 

9 


In this circle the Settlement Officer rarely had ascertained rates to guide 
him, the land for the most part being held on produce rents; and, in 
cases in which portions of a large holding are sublet, the under-tenants 
usually pay lump rents, and not rent at a specific rate. There are usually, 
however, certain traditional rates, which, by comparison with the lump rents 
paid by under-tenants and with information derived from other sources, 
formed the basis of the rates assumed for assessment purposes. 
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18 . There is discrepancy, which it is not easy to reconcile,* between 
It. mny be noted hern that in other the aggregate statistics for the sub-division 

P*g» « »n<) « and the statistics for 
igKg ^yStB g each in the chopton XI, XII, and 

checked with sufficient care. XIII of the report; but assuming the accu¬ 

racy of the statistics for each pargana, the rentals at assumed rates for 
each pargana, inclusive of siwai items, would appear to have been as 
follows:— 

a. p. 


Darsenda — 



Rs. 

a. 

r- 

Rs. 

a. 

Ren till 

• •• 


2,91,747 

6 

0 



Siwai 

... 

... 

5,160 

0 

0 

2,96,907 

6 

Chldhin- 






Plain3 circle— 








Rental 

• •• 


2,08,561 

4 

0 



Siwai 

*•» 

... 

2,929 

0 

0 



Hills circle— 








Rental 

... 

... 

20,077 

6 

0 



Siwai 

t •• 

• 1* 

592 

0 

0 

2,32,159 

10 

Tiraulian — 






Plains circle— 








Rental 


... 

1,64,068 

14 

0 



Siwai 

Hills circlo — 

• •• 

• •• 

4,814 

0 

0 



Rental 

• •• 

... 

29,342 

10 

0 



Siwai 

li* 

... 

1,350 

0 

0 






-- 


1,99,575 

8 


Total as9nmed rental for tlio sub-division 


7,28,642 8 0 


The result, therefore, of applying. assumed rates to the recorded area 
of cultivation was a rental of its. 7,28,642; but in the Darsenda pargana 
the Settlement Officer considered the recorded area of cultivation to be 
below the area of an average year, and, taking the recorded cultivation 
for the past 17 years, he struck an average which led him to add in 
round numbers 4,000 acres to the recorded cultivation, and Rs. 9,187 
to the assumed rental. The final rental of Darsenda at assumed rates 
was thus fixed at Rs. 3,06,094. No assumption of a standard area other 
than that recorded was made in Chhibun. Rut in Tiraulian a deduc¬ 
tion of 1,499 acres in area, and of Rs. 1,976 in assumed rental, was 
made on account of the exceptionally largo area of cultivation in the 
hills tract in 1287 fasli. With these modifications the total assumed 
rental for the sub-division amounted to Rs. 7,35,853 (including appar¬ 
ently assigned villages). This rental would have warranted an assess¬ 
ment of Rs. 3,67,926; hut the revenue actually assessed, including 
alterations subsoquently made by the Hoard, was Rs. 3,45,613, com¬ 
pared with the old revenue of Rs. 3,57,842. The divergence from 
the estimate, based on assumed rental, was apparently in part due to 
modifications which, in working out the demand on individual estates, 
their exceptional character or peculiar circumstances required. But it 
would also appear that the assumed rental in each pargana includes 
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the rental of estates of which the revenue is assigned, while the cul¬ 
tivated area of these villages is .also apparently included in the total 
cultivated area of each pargana; and as no details of the cultivated area 
and rental of the excluded villages are given, no exact comparison can be 
made between the statistics of the rental, which include the assigned area, 
and the final assessment of the revenue, which excludes them. So far, 
however, as information is given by the report, the following table exhibits 
the general statistics and the incidence of the revenue of the recent set¬ 
tlement, compared with the past settlement:—- 


stall. 

Including apparently assigned villages. 

Excluding apparently assigned village 

i 

S 

3 

"o 

Eh 

OS 

§ 

•a 

o 

1 

'a 
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a 

•g 
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Corrected rental. 
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0.9 
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g S-s 
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© 
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<1 

i 

ia 

m 

23 
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O -*3 

II 
© © 

£ *> 
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O -4-> 

qj d 
> $ 

® e 
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so-2 g 

,9,| a 
-s c ® 

•R 8-5 
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Incidence of existing 
revenue prior to 
settlement on cul¬ 
tivation. 
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d 
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© 

u 
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© 
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H 

P3 

CD 
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o 

p 

c 
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Its. 

Eb. 

Ea. a. pj 

Eb. 

Bs 

lda ... 

228,933 

115,584 

2,57,094 

2,65,493 

3,00,094 

2,98,987 

1,93,325 

1,48,304 

15 8 

1,40,363 i 

1 

un 

202,601 

97,128 

1,09,170 

2,12,570 

2,32,159, 

2,07,740 

1,36,973 

1,10,969 

1 2 10 

1,03,427 

1 

tan ... 

293,877 






1,13,576 

98,009 

12 7 

95,315 

1 

OtAl ... 

725,411 






4,43,874 

3,57,842 

1 1 3 10 

1 

3,45,105* 

1 


The proposed rovonua, including-tlio ultorntious subaeipuoutly 7nudu l>y Oio Board of Kavauua, amounts to Ea. 3,45,61 


19. The revenue now assessed is the lowest imposed since the sub¬ 
division came under our administration, and the moderate character of the 
demand for ordinary seasons is apparent from the returns of area under 
cultivation for the years since the recent settlement was concluded— 

1 car. Cultivated area in acres. 


1288 fasli (1SS0-81 A.D.) ... 
12S9 „ (1881-82 „ ) ... 
1290 „ (1882-83 „ ) ... 


339,739 

363,068 

371,348 


The reductions made amounted to Rs. 12,229, a decrease of 3'G percent, 
upon the revenue prior to revision. They have been greatest in the Dar- 
senda pargana, of which the past fiscal history and actual condition 
warranted the assumption that the abatement of revenue would be more 
considerable than in other portions of the sub-division. In this pargana 
it amounted to 5'4 per cent, of the previous demand; whereas in Tirauhan 
it was 3 - 3 per cent., and in Chhibun l - 4 per cent. 


20. The difference between these reductions and those granted in 
B&nda proper must at once attract attention. It may be said that there 
was little in the past history of the Karwi sub-division to indicate that 
the collection of the previous demand, as revised in 1859, had in 
ordinary yoars been attended with any extreme difficulty. Compared with 
the period which preceded Mr. Mavno’s revision, there were, after his 
revision, comparatively few transfers of estates by compulsory sale, and 
the value of land, which in some cases had before been nominal, there¬ 
after considerably increased. During the currency of the revised assess¬ 
ment the vicissitudes of season usual in Bundelkhand, and more or less 












ver, and allowing for some inequalities of contribution, due 
the pressure of other duties in the midst of which the revi¬ 
sed out, and to deficient information, it may be argued that 
s settlement gave adequate relief without involving more, 
reductions than were necessary, Nevertheless, it seems 
xvoid the conclusion that the difference between the results 
; revisions of settlement in B&nda proper and Karwi has been 
difference in principle upon which the revisions proceeded, 
lent Officer of the former tract, entering it at a time of 
tress and contraction of cultivation, was led to hold most 
b a large permanent reduction of the revenue was required in 
suscitate the energies and resources of the people; and the 
en the assessment of a demand, which, if it be possible of collec- 
sasons, is certainly considerably less than can be realised in 
. In Karwi, the Settlement Officer, beginning work at a time 
iltural prospects had improved, and a certain measure of 
ad again come about, held that a low fixed demand in Bun- 
a mistake, and that a fair full, or average, demand being fixed 
years, bad seasons should be provided for, as they come, by the 
>ensions and remissions under intelligent and vigilant revenue 
m. As has been remarked in the Resolution on the Biinda 
it is now inadvisable to raise, in connection with these settle- 
ussion as to whether any other system of settlement could have 
[ with advantage, and, it may now be added, with the pros- 
rmity within the whole Banda district or Bundelkhand. To 
mt'-Governor and Chief Commissioner the wisest policy seems 
sanction the assessments that have been made. It is admit- 
iarwi, on the recurrence of bad seasons, suspensions andremis- 
rne will, in all likelihood, be required. It remains to be seen 
imilar course will be required in Banda, or whether the great 
r shown there in the assessment will enable the people to with- 
the vicissitudes of season which will almost inevitably come 
uring the currency of the new settlement. The future fiscal 
e two tracts can hardly fail, therefore, to be extremely interest- 
ructive ; and the experience gained in it may possibly help 
dien the time comes for revising the settlements, towards the 
le difficult problem of assessment in Bundelkhand generally, 
hroughout that province, as divided into Hamfrpur, B&nda 
Karwi, every effort must be put forth to keep up from year to 
rate record of the cultivation, rental, and general agricultural 
every estate. 

te Karwi report gives little or no information regarding the 
sment as it affected individual estates, being silent as to the 
dates in which, and the amount by which in them, the pre- 
d was lowered, raised, or left undisturbed. Little or nothing 
egarding the procedure followed in distributing the demand 
.-rent shares within estates; while the notice allotted to other 
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subsidiary parts of the settlement operations (the preparation of the records 
and the adjustment of rent and other disputes) is very short. Apparently 
no attempt was made in Karwi to frame new rent-rolls, on rates determined 
by the Settlement Officer ; and the ultimate effect and result of the differ¬ 
ence in procedure in this respect in Banda proper and Karwi will 
afford another point of future interest, and it may be, instruction. 

22. The total cost of the revision of settlement, which, beginning 
in September, 1877, was brought to a close in February, 1883, was 
Its. 3,15,320, But it is not quite plain from chapter XVII of the report 
whether or not this sum is exclusive of the cost of survey ; apparently it is. 


23. The settlement operations were throughout under the super¬ 
vision of Mr. A. B. Patterson, except for 7^ months during the year 
1880, when, during Mr. Patterson’s absence on furlough, Muhammad 
Ismail Klidn, Deputy Collector, was in charge. The excellent manner in 
which the Settlement Officer carried through the task entrusted to him 
has been cordially acknowledged by the Board of Revenue, and is recog¬ 
nised by the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner, who also 
observes with pleasure the favourable testimony borne by Mr. Patterson 
to the services rendered during the settlement by Muhammad Ismail 
Khdn. 

24. The Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner proposes 

Pargana Darsonda, let July, 1880. that ^ settlement G f Karwi should be SaiUJ- 
„ Chiubtm, 1st July, 1881. tioned, as in the case of Banda proper, for a period 

„ Tirauhau, 1 st July, 1882 . 1 1 

"0 years xroin the dates specified on the margin. 

J. R. REID, 


Secretary to Government , 
N.-W. Provinces and Oudh. 


Orpek.— Ordered that a copy of the above Resolution be for¬ 
warded to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, North-Western Pro¬ 
vinces, for the information and guidance of the Board. 


Ordered also that a copy of the Resolution and of the Settlement 
Report be forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of India, Reve¬ 
nue and Agricultural Department, with the recommendation that the 
settlement be confirmed for 20 years. 

By order, &o., 

J. R. REID, 

Secy, to Govt., N.-W, P. and Oudh. 



From 


To 


ORDERSOFGOVEKfiMENT 


No. 


81 »R. 
145—- * 


T, W, HOLDERNESS, Esq., C.S., 

QfF§‘ Secretary to the Government of India > 


The SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT of the 
Nortii-Wfstern Provinces and Oudh. 


Cir.ontA, ran 4nr Dkcicjiuks, 1S84. 


Sir, 


In continuation of my letter No. of to-day’s date, convey¬ 


Final ricttioittent Report of tlio Kirwi 
suboliviHion l»v Mr. A. M. baticrson, 
aut.l order* thereon by the board of 
Revenue anti the Local (iovurmneul. 


ing the orders of the Government of India of the Settlement Report of' 

the Banda district, I am directed, with 
reference to the papers noted on the margin, 
to confirm the settlement of the Ivinvi sub¬ 
division of the Banda district for a term of 20 years, from the dates men¬ 
tioned in the last paragraph of the Local Government’s Resolution 
No. 707, dated the 7th July, 1881. 

2. The effect of the revision operations has been to reduce the 
aggregate land-revenue of the sub-division by 3 0 per cent, on the pre¬ 
vious demand, aud to materially equalise the incidence of the assessment 
on individual estates. The work appears to have been executed with 


great care and thoroughness by the Settlement Officer at a cost of a little 
more than three lakhs, exclusive apparently of survey charges. 

3. It is not explained why the Settlement Officer did not adopt the 
plan followed in the rest of the Banda district, of fixing the rents of 
occupaucy tenants when he determined the revenue. Possibly the reason 
Was that as the assessments were not reduced to the extent found neces¬ 
sary in the rest of the district, the Settlement Officer was not under 
obligation to see that corresponding relief was afforded to the tenants 
by the propietors. 

4. The general questions arising out of a comparison of the two 
settlements have been discussed in my letter above mentioned, to which 
reference is here invited. 


I have the honor to he, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

T. W. HOLDERNESS, 

C/Tg. Secretary to the Government of India. 



